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Shocked.into-
numbness

.

.into
numbness by the death of herher-

four
her-

fourfour children in a short period ofof-

t
of-

timetiffie11etimet , Siqvoana had drifted into aa-

reverie
a-

reveriereverie of days gonegone.bygoneby. by . She waswas-

awakened
was-

awakenedawakened by the jar of the umum-um-

iak
um-

iak
¬-

iak as it swiped against a bank ofof-

the
of-

thethe Kukpuk RiverRive'r' ,,_ Shortly afterafter-
that

after-
thatthat , little Olaqroaq , the youngest
daughteryoungestdaughter, noticed "fivefive'five"' dogs " inin-

the
in-

thethe dusk aheada ead ojfof themt\emtem\} . Si.q-Si.qScrSjq-SjqSi.q-

voana
Scr-

voana
Sjq-

voana
;,

.
--

.

voana looked andartd recognizedrecognized-
themthem as wolves . AssM the uniakuniak-
floated

uniak-
floatedfloated down the riverLiver , the wolveswolves-
began

wolves-
beganbegan to follow along the edgeedge-

of
edge-

ofof the waterwater!! ) ;:

Fearfully , Siqvoana steeredsteered-
the

steeredsteered-
thethe umiakumiakasas far away as sheshe-

could
she-

couldcould from the wolves ., This waswas-

not
was-

notnot hard to do as long as the aniani-ani-

mals
¬.-

malsmalswerewere on the coarse gravel be ¬.

cause the channelchannelwaswas on the highhigh-

bank
high-

bankbank side of the river . But as thethe-

umiak
the-

.umiak.umiakumiak., progressed the channel bebebe-be-

gan

¬.-

gan to wind toward the oppositjeoppositeopposite-
side

opposite-
side ',side . ThisTI s meant the deep wate'iwateiwaterwater-
would

water-
would

'

would be along the bank wherewherwhere-
thethe wolves were .

,

Siqvoana , of courseourse , could notnot-

do
not-

dodo anything else but to followfollow-
the

follow-
thethe channel.. She did not dare toto-

ground
to-

groundground the umiak aridand get stuckstuck-
creating

stuck-
creatingcreating the possibility of thethe-

wolve
the-

wolveswolveswolve$ to swim to itit..

The wolves were now climbclimb-climb-
ing

climb-
ing

¬-

ing a gentle incline on to the highhigh-

bank
high-

bankbank . They slinked along , somesome-
of

some-
ofof them growling from time toto-

time
to-

timetime . Their shadowy shapes loomloom-loom-
ed

¬.-

ed large in the darkness . TheyThey-
looked

They-
lookedlooked uncomfortably close toto-

the
to-

thethe umiak - close enough thatthat-
one

that-
oneone or allallmightmight jump into thethe-

craft
the-

craftcraft..

The water in the river , duringduring-
that

during-
thatthat time of year ,. was at itsits-

lowest
its-

lowestlowest and Siqvoana could notnot-
help

not-
helphelp but maneuver close to thethe-

animals
the-

animalsanimals . The narrow channelchannelranranran-

about
ran-

aboutabout two hundred yards alongalong-
the

along-
thethe bend . She paddled as hard asas-

she
as-

sheshe could to pass the bend asas-

quickly
as-

quicklyquickly as possible so she couldcould-
be

could-
bebe in the wider part of the river .

As Siqvoana paddled franticfrantic-frantic-
ally

frantic-
ally

¬-

ally , one of the wolves snarledsnarled-
suddenly

snarled-
suddenlysuddenly and made a runningrunning-
start

running-
startstart on the bank ! It stoppedstopped-
abruptly

stopped-
abruptlyabruptly on the edge growling -
its fangs bared . Siqvoana liftedlifted-
her

lifted-
herher paddle in the air pointing itit-

toward
it-

towardtoward the wolf . It was an inin-inin-

stinctive
¬.-

stinctive movement - a reflexreflex-
action

reflex-
actionaction to protect her family .

A Protectivep- 'o'tecp- otecp- 'o'tecivePi{
'
otective' ive

, WillWill-

Siqvoana
Will-

SiqvoanaSiqvoana ha'dhadhid' not dared toto-

tell
to-

telltell herhe ill husbandhusba1d the ', minuteminu'teminu'te-
she

minute-
she

'

she recognizedrecogrtized thetheanimalsanimals asas-

wolves
as-

wolveswolves ., Because3ecause! ofor his conditionc ndition '

she did not wish to aggravatetggravate;, his ,,

illness . But the moment Att'un-Att'unAttunAttun-Att'un-
gana

AttAttun-
gana

' n-.

gana heardhoardh ard the snarling ,. he knewknew-
at

knew-
atat once that therethete was trouble .

"SiqvoanaSiqvoana"SiqvSiqv" ana , thosetho'se' are wolves ! ""

he said , alarmed . "GiveGive" me mymy-

bqw
my-

bowbowbqw and arrows quicjdyquickly, ! "
"YouYou"

,
are too ill to do any-anyany-

"thing
any-

thing
-.

"thingthing"" nownow , Attungana ! "
i1I- "Perhaps1- "Perhaps"PerhapsPerhaps" I am but give me mymy-

bow
my-

bowbow and arrows - quicklyquiclcly ! "
Siqvoana , seeing nono alternaalterna-alterna-

tive
alterna-

tive

¬-

tive fumbled for the weapon andand-

half.tossed
and-

halftossedhalf-tossedhalftossedhalf.tossedhalftossed-. it toward her hushus-hus-
band

hus-

band
-¬-

bandbandbandand'
and hurriedly went to herher-

position
her-

positionposition at the sternstem of the urn-urnum-umurn-

iak
um-

iak
-.,.

iak and resumed her ' frantic padpad-pad-
dling

¬.-
dling . She noticed at1atat-onceatonce'- once thatthat-
Attungana

that-
AttunganaAttungana was struggling to getget-

into
get-

intointo a sitting position . His gaspgasp-gasp-

ing
gasp-

ing

¬-

ing breath betrayed his great difdif-dif-

ficulty
¬.-

ficulty and alarmed Siqvoana .

"YouYou" are hurting yourself ,

Attungana ," she saids id , worriedly .

"WeWe" will soon be in the wide partpart-
of

part-
ofof the river whereIvhere we'llwell' be safe . "

Attungana did not seem toto-

hear
to-

hearhear his wife ., He kept onop strugstr1lg-str1lgstrug-str1lg-

gling
strug-

gling

, ¬-

gling . He was now in a sittingsir\ingsiring\ popo-popo-

sition
¬'-

sition , his breathbreathbfeatli coming in laborlabor-labor-
ing

¬-.

ing gasps . The rainram had stoppedstopped-
falling

stopped-
fallingfalling and the wind had calmed .

The wolves continued to slinkslink-
along

slink-
alongalong on the high bank keepingkeeping-
abreast

keeping-
abreastabreast or over the slowly movmov-mov-

ing
mov-

ing

¬-

ing umiak .,

The NarrowN2rrow ChannelChannel-
Siqvoana's

Channel-
Siqvoana'sSiqvoana'sSiqvoanas' heart leaped as sheshe-

realized
she-

realizedrealized that just a short distancedistance-
ahead

distance-
aheadahead of them was the narrowestnarrowest-
part

narrowest-
partpart of the channel along thethe-

bend
the-

bendbend . One slim consolation waswas-

that
was-

thatthat the current was swifter . TheThe-

bank
The-

bankbank was now getting lower indiindi-indi-

cating
.-

eatingcating the channel was meandermeander-meander-
ing

¬.-

ing toward the opposite side .

"HowHow" low the river is1is '""'
thought Siqvoana . "We'llWell" ' be ve.yveyve.yveySe.ySeyve.y-

close
Se.y-

close
.

'
close to the wolves in the nextnext-
few

next-
fewfew moments .

"
The desperate woman huggedhugged-

the
hugged-

thethe gravel side of the narrownarrow-
channel

narrow-
channelchannel as closely as she could .

She could feel the bottom withwith-
her

with-
herher paddle . Her maneuvering ofof-

the
of-

thethe craft was sucrTHhatsucn-'hatsucn'hathatsuc'lisucli' -RhatRhatit' it-it- beganbegan-
toto scrape the bedbe d of the river andand-

she
and-

sheshe had to head it out toward thethe-

channel
the-

channelchannel.. The umiakunuak was now inin-

the
in-

thethe narrowest stretch !

The Desperate ShotShot-
Unable

Shot-
UnableUnable to paddle effectively

l ' , ,

.
in10 ihe1hethe shallowsh Uowwater,water , SiqvoanaSiqvoanaSiqv'oanaSiqvoana-
use

Siqv'oana-

usel

'

useduseuseluselher
U he'rher' paddlepaddlpaddle'topaddleto' to pole the umurrium-umum-

iak
¬.-

iak ",! alpngalongal ng> . As she did so , thethe-
wolves

the-
wolves

'

wolves on the bank beganbe gan toto-

'show
to-

'show'showshow'' activity . They growled andand-

snaded
and-

snarledsnarledsnaded as they milled as ifie-theyietheyif-theyifiethey-
wer

ifthey-
were

-"theythey"-

werewerwereweregettinggettinggeumg ready for action ofof-

som
of-

somesomesom kind ! '

They were ! One of them ap-apap-
pareiitly

ap-apap-

pareiitly
p -.

pareiitlypare tly the leader of the pack ,
begajibegapbeganbegaptobegantoto make a running start -
snarling as it did . A swish wentwent-
through

went-
throughthrough the airir in the darkness !

A shHekingshkiekingsJ ieking yowl echoed on thethe-

bank
the-

bankbankfbank; followed instantly by ag-agag-

gravajed
ag-

gr
ag-

gravated
--

'-

rearelinto
r-

earelinto
'
gravajedgravatedgr vaed} growling . The anirhalanimalanirhal'rearelint-

o

animal-
rearerearedreare

but( into the air almost straightstraight-
upup but its

.
momentumm menturn carried itit-

over
it-

overover the bank and it splashed inin-inin-

to
in-

to
¬-

to the water , its growls dyingdying-
away

dying-
away ' ,away . ',

As soon as the swish hissedhissed-
through

hissed-
throughthrough the air , Attungana gaspgasp-gasp-

ed
¬.-

ed loudly and emitted an agonag0l1agon-agon-agon-

ized
¬'

izedize.d. groangroan . He collapsed backback-backback-
wards'in

¬'-
I wardswards'inwardsin:

' in the heap , deathly exeex-exex-

hausted
¬-

haustedhausted !! He had shot the arrowarrow-

'in
arrow-

in'inin-in'- in a superhuman effort tot6 propro-pro-

tect
¬.-

, tect what was left of his familyfunily: -,--
his'his', wifewiewie Siqvoana and his littlelittle-
daught

little-
'daughterdaughter'daughter:'' daught r Olaqroaq .

;

Lucky Shot ?

ItIr will never be known whewise-wisewise-

'ther
¬.-

ther'ther' AttunganaAttul1gana made a luckylucky-
shot

lucky-
shotshot or that hisills aim was true .

Lucky or notn t , it killedkiUed the leader '

of the pack . It was generallygenerally-
agreed

generally-
agreedagreed that the arrow pierced thethe-

wolrs
the-

wolf'swolfswolrswolf's' heart because of the aniao.i-ao.iani-ao.-

imal's
ani-

mal's
. ¬-

mal'smals' violentviolent reaction when it waswa-
shit

was-

hithit.. >'

"WhenWhen" Attungana hit the wolf ,

it Went straight up in the air ,

stiffly , violently contorted , andand-

fell
and-

fellfell over the bank ," Siqvoana hadhad-

said
had-

saidsaid relating the incident afterafter-after-
wards

after-
wards

¬-

wards .

The RetreatRetreat-
As, As soon

,
asa their leader waswas-

hit
was-

hithit ,, the restrestrestofof the milling wolfwolf-

pack
wolf-

packpack slowed its actions to hardlyhardly-
aa stir.. Some of them whined -
one of them snarled defiance .

The umiak was now in the widwid-wid-

ening
wid-

ening
¬-

ening part of the Kukpuk RiverRiver-

and
River-

andand safely away from the wolves .

SiqvoanaSigvoana looked back . SheShe-

could
She-

couldcouldcouldseesee the animals retreatingretreating-
away

retreating-
awayaway from the bank disappearingdisappearing-

into
disappearing-

intointo the darkness . She pulled inin-

her
in-

herher paddle and set it in the um-umum-

iak
um-

iak
um-

iak

- "-

iak . She slumped over . She waswas-

very
was-

veryvery tired . She began to weepweep-

from
weep-

fromfrom grief and from a feeling ofof-

relief
of-

reliefreliefrelieforrelief-relief-oror- or safetysakty of the remnantstemnantstemnants-
of

remnants-
ofof her family from the frightenfrighten-frighten-
ing

¬.-
ing encounter with the wolves .

, Not far behiribehiri'4behiri4behiri'4tem'l themtem' thethe-

wolves
the-

wolveswolves began to howlhON1! -_ weirdlyweirdly-
and

weirdly-
andandandwith-withwith-, a sound <Hof;of profoundprofound-
mournfuln

profound-
mournfulnbtssmournfulneyssmournfulnbtssmournfuln . In the';: full darkdark-dark-
ness

¬.-
nessnessnessnow'now , the-eerietheeeriethe.eerietheeeriethe -. eerie Howling seemseem-seem-
ed

¬.-

ed to be amplifiedbyampliffedby';; the
,

still-1still1still-
ness

-.
ness of the windlesspightwindlesSllightwindlessInfight .. It alsoalso-

seemed
also-

seemedseemed to have a deepening efef-ef-

fect
ef-

fect
¬-

fect on the tragic griefgriefofof thethe-

slight
the-

slightslight ' statured womanwornwomanan ,' whosewhose-
heroic

whose-
heroicheroic actions werewerwere witnessedwitnessed-
only

witnessed-
onlyonly by her deathly ill husbandhusband-
and

husband.-
and.andand., her tiny daughterdaughtedaughtef, .

Tiny Daughter ComfortsComforts-
Little

Comforts-

little
,

LittleUttle
,
OlaqroaqOlaqrQaqjOlagroaq , althoughlthoughalthoughalthoughafafaf-af-

raid

¬.-
raid , waswaswasremarkablyremarkablyremarkablycomposecomposedcomposecomposcompose-
during

99-

duringduring the desperate emergency '

with the wolf pack-ShepackShepack..She-he') did notnot-
make

not-
makemake a wrong move that wouldwould-
have

would-
havehave hindered her parents . SheShe-

was
She-

waswas curled at the feet of herher-

mother
her-

mothermother at the ste'mstemste'ensteen' , occasionallyoccasionally-
holdingholdingboldingoccasionallyboldingon the calfcalfofof the leg ofof-

her
of-

herher parent..

When her mother broke down ,
the little girl rose and tried toto-

put
to-

putput her arms around the sobbingsobbing-
woman

sobbing-
womanwoman .:' This1l s quieted SiqvoanaSiqvoana-
and

Siqvoana-
andand she gathered her daughter inin-

her
in-

herher arms .

. "II" 1 really thought they werewere-

dogs
were-

dogsdogs , mother , until father saidsaid-

they
said-

theythey 'werewere',
were wolves and then I waswas-

afraid
was-

afraidafraid ," said little OlaqroaqOlagroaqOlaqr aq .

"TheyThey" were not very friendlyfriendly-
were

friendly-
werewere they , mother.. They werewere-

terrible
were-

terribleterrible aridand mean .
"

"NoNo" . They were not friendlyfnendly ,

paneorahng ({my little daughterdJughter ) ,
"

the mother replied .

The breakdown of the womanwomwoman-
was

nn-

waswas only a couple of minutes .

She regained her composureomposurecomposure-
quickly

omposure-
quicklyquickly . She went to her hushus-hus-

band
hus-

band
¬-

band who . waswas nown.ow. sufferingsuffering-
greatly

suffering-
greatlygreatly as a result of the extraextra-extra-
ordinary

extra-
ordinaryaction

¬-

ordinaryordinaryactionaction he had just takentaken-
to

taken-
toto save his family . The efforteffort-
was

effort-
waswas just too much in his weakenweaken-weaken-
ed

¬.-

ed condition .

"II" will always believe that nono-

other
no-

otherother man would have done whatwhat-
Attungana

what-
AttunganaAttungana did that night ," SiqSiq-Siq-

voana
Siq-

voana
¬-

voana said in later years . "HeHe"He-

was
"He-

was

"
was a strong man as well asas-

strongwil1ed
as-

strongwilledstrongwilledstrongwil1ed . "

Man Without HopeHope-
Siqvoana

Hope-
SiqvoanaSiqvoana had gone to her hushus-hus-

band
¬.-

bandbandwithbandvith-withwith-:- a feeling of urgencyurgency-
and

urgency-
andand alarm . She knew thattha thisthis-
gTearefforr

hishi-
sgreatefforr"gTeareffbrringTeareffbrrin-gTear-efforrgTearefforr-great-efforrgreat" - in saving their liveslives-

would
lives-

wouldwould have diredife consequences onon-

the
on-

thethe already desperately ill man .

And indeedindee it had . AttunganaAttungana-
seemed. seemed to be barely conscious .,

He hardly noticed that his wifewife-

was
wife-

waswas near him .,

He became awareaware only after ':'

. SiqvoanaSigvoana gently shook him and '

called , "AttunganaAttungana" - AttungaAttunga-Attunga-
na

¬.-

na ! "" She did this ,
several times .

""SiqvoanaSiqvoana'Siqvoana' -- Siqvoana-SiqvoanaSiqvoanaafter$ iqvoana - afterafter-
all

after-
allall the terrible, ' things you havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen throughthro/JghthroJgh/ :- it is not my wishwish-

to
'

'-

you
y-

ou'
to make you suffer anymoreanymor butbitt ., '

I can feel the endnd is near for me ,"

AttunganaAttungAttunganaAttunganasaidn'ana' said , painfully . "II" willwil-
lnot

wil-
lnotnot be around to provide for youyou-

and'. and OlaqroaqOlagroaqOl qroaq ., You will have toto-

live

to-

livelive ononand-andand- and to live onSiqv.oanaonSiqvoanaon , SiqooanaSigvoana,:. ,

you must have a hunter . OurOur-

sons
Our-

sonssons are all g'onegonegbne' - all gone I! " '

At this point , Attungana'sAttunganasAttungana's-
voice

Attungana's-
voice

'
voicedeepthroatedbroke inirt a terrible , deep-deepdeep-
throated

deepIdeep-
throated

-
I

throated voicevoiceHe. 'HeHe'
: went on , "SiqSiq"Slq-"SlqSlq"Siq-"Slq-

voana
"Siq-

voana
" ¬-

voana - you mustmust find a hunterhunter-
to

hunter-
toto provide for you ! "

"YouYou" must not talk thistlus way
- you are my husband . Don'tDontDon't-
talk

Don't-
talk

Don't-
talk

'
talk now . Try to rest now .

"
"WhereWhere" are we in the river ,

Siqvoana? "
"WeWe" are attit the delta now . TryTry-

to
Try-

toto rest.. I wantwa t to stay at youryour-
side

your-
sideside but the current might taketake-

our
take-

ourour umiak out to the ocean . 1II-

must

I-

must
'

mustmuststeer-steersteer-, it and paddle to thethe-

tasiqpuk
the-

tasiqpuktasiqpuk big({big lake'lake' or lagoon ) ,
"

Siqvoana said , hesitantly . ,.

The Great
,

CalmCalm-

"I
Calm-

"I"II"Iwill" will try to,
to rest.. Do whatwhawhat-

you
tt-

youyou must - do what you must ,
"

Attungana replied in a hoarsehoarse-
whisper

hoarse-
whisperwhisper .

Siqvoana touched her hushus-hus-

band's
¬.-

band'sbands' face tenderly and went toto-

the
to-

thethe stern . She picked up the padpad-pad-

dle
pad-

dle

¬-

dle ., Although closeclQSC to being exex-exex-

hausted
¬.-

hausted , she began to do thethe-

work
the-

workworkathandwork at handhandwithwith determinationdedetermination-
The

termillationtermillation-
TheThe Sky had cleared partlypartly-

and
partly-

andand Siqvoana could see somesome-

stars
some-

starsstars . There was no windwmd at alla1\a1a1-

a
\ -

a rare occurrence in the TikiqaqTikigaqTikiqaq-
area

Tikigaq-
areaarea point((Point Hope area ) . GreatGreat-

stillness
Great-

stillnessstillness abounded . Even in thethe-

darkn'ess
the-

darknessdarknessdarkn'ess'
, Siqvoana couldc'ould' plainlyplainly-

seesee the calmcaIrn , glassy surface of thethe-

water
the-

waterwater.. A bright star not far fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe horizonhoriLOn reflectedreflectedwithwith a clearclear-
glint

clear-
glintglint off the bow of the umiak .

Attungana'sAttunganasAltungana'sAltunganas' breathing had subsub-sub-

sided

¬.-

sided and it was hardlyhardlyaudibleaudible-audible
-

.

His wife listened intently for it -
worriedly . She was comfortedcomforted-
somewhat

comforted-
somewhatsomewhat that it was comingcoming-
regularly

coming-
regularlyregularly . The only sound nownow-

was
now-

Was
now-

was---waswas- the sound of the paddle asas-

she
as-

sheshe dug it into the water .

The progress. Siqvoana waswas-

making
was-

makingmaking was slow but steady ,.

rrmiorni-i- , orn() where she was now , itit-

would
it-

wouldwould be about twelve miles toto-

the
to-

thethe end of the big lagoon a milemile-

east
mile-

easteast of TikiqaqTildqaqTikigaq . She was out ofof-

the
of-

thethe currentc rrent now and she headedheaded-
for

headed-
forfor the north shore of the lagoon .

She could see the familiar longlong-

low
long-

lowlow hill to the north .

The DeliriumDelirium-
Still

Delirium-
StillStill the great silence . SiqSiq-Siq-

voana
Siq-

voana
¬-

voana almost hated to dig herher-

paddle
her-

paddlepaddle into the water . The gurggurg-gurg-
ling

gurg-

ling
-¬-

ling sound it made seemed unun-unun-

cannily
un-

cannily
¬-

cannily loud and disturbing .

And then - with a greatgreat-

suddenness
great-

suddennesssuddenness rose a stentorianstentorian-
voice

stentorian-
voicevoice incredibly loud - terrible !

"AHYIIAHYII"AHYIlAHYIl" !! AHYIIAHYIl!! AHYIIAHYlI !

THEREmERE CAME A GREAT POLPOL-POL-
AR

POL-

AR
-¬

AR BEAR - A GREAT BEAR ! "
Attungana had gone into aa-

delirium
a-

deliriumdelirium !

The unnerving outburst camecame-
so

came-
soso suddenly - so unexpectedly -
that it froze Siqvoana with greatgreat-
fright

great-
frightfright ! LittleUttle Olaqroaq , who hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen sleeping , suddenly awokeawoke-
and

awoke-
andand screamed !

The frightened mother couldcould-
not

could-
notnot move - she didn'tdidnt' know'forknowforknow'for-
how

know'for-
how

'

how long . The instant the voicevoice-

exploded
voice-

explodedexploded into the still night , sheshe-

dropped
she-

droppeddropped her paddle intoin to the watwat-wat-

er
wat-

er
¬-

er with a splash . She bent over,

wrapped her arms around thethe-

wait
the-

waistwaistwait$ of her frightened littlelittle-

daughter
little-

daughterdaughter tightly . The great disdis-dis-

turbance
¬.-

turbanceturban e twisted Siqvoana'sSiqvoanas' faceface-

into
face-

intointo a grimace !

To((To Be Continued )

IT-ITITTryTT-TryTTTryIT - Try it!


