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DISPLEASUREDISPLEASURE AT ILUPC'SILUPCS
'

LUPC'SLUPCSLUPUS
.

'

' . JOE JOSEPHSON
'-

Easements
E-

asements
'-

EasementsAcross
'

Issue Is EasementsEasements-
Across, Across Native LandsLandsRo-

gerRoger LangLa'ng
'

,. PresidentPresidentofof
'

the Alaska Federation ofof-

'Natives
of-

NativesNatives'Natives' , Inc . has expressed extremee'xtremeextreme displeasuredispl asure at thethe-

manner
the-

mannermanner in which the Land Use Planning Commission and-

it's
andand-

it'sit'sits' State Co-chairmanCochairmanCchairrnanC -chairrnanchairrnan- ,, Joe Josephson addressed thethe-

problemsnroblemsproblems of easements across Native LattdsLa'1dsLa1dsLamas' .
-

Mr . Lang indicated that thethe-

decision
the-

decisiondecision made by the Land UseUse-

Planning

Use-

PlanningPlanning Commission during thethe-

wgek,weekwgekk ofpfµNovember , 9th-13th9th13th- onon-

easement
on-

easementeasement criteria can only be concon-con-

sidered
con-

sidered
¬-

sidered as a direct taking of NaNa-NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive lands .

Mr . Lang said , "ThereThere" is nono-

question
no-

questionquestion in my jnindJ11indmind that thethe-

shoreline
the-

shorelineshoreline easements designateddesignated-
by

designated-
byby the Land Use Planning ComCom-Com-
mission

Com-
mission

¬-

mission for 'recreationalrecreational' ' streams,
lakes , and rivers are an attemptattempt-
toto undercut the deeding of fee-feefee-

title
fee-

title
fee-

title
-

title land to Alaska NativesNat ves . "
Mr . Lang went on to comcom-com-

mend
com-

mend
¬-

mend Commissioners , John-
Schaffer

JohnJohn-
SchafferSchaffer and Jim Hurley ,, memmem-mem-

bers
mem-

bers
¬-

bers of the Land Use PlanningPlanning-

Commission
Planning-

CommissionCommission who supported thethe-

AFN
the-

AFNAFN stand on 'nono' easements toto-

minor
to-

minorminor waterways ' . UnfortunateUnfortunate-Unfortunate-
ly

¬-

ly , they were overruled by a votevote-
of

vote-
ofof five to two by the remainderremainder-
ofof the CommissionCommis on .

Joe Josephson , State Co-chairCochairCo-chair-Cochair-
man

Cochair-
man

-- ¬-

man for the Land Use PlanningPlanning-

Commission
Planning-

CommissionCommission came in for particuparticu-particu-
larly

particu-
larly

¬-

larly heavy criticism from Mr .

Lang .

He said , "ItIt" is clear that Mr .

Josephson was unwilling to listenlisten-
to

listen-
toto the testimony presentedpresent d byby-

Native

by-

NativeNative groups and their reprerepre-reprerepre-

se

repre-

sentatives
¬-

sentativesse n ta tive s .

"MrMr" . Josephson had his mind-
made

mindmind-
mademade up on what types of easeease-¬-

ments should be made across NaNa-NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive lands , months ago , and hashas-

ConsistantlyConsistentlyonsistantlyConsistantly held toto.thetothe., the theorythQorythQory-

tha
theory-

thatthateasementsthathatt easements to 'minorminor' ' streamsstreams-
lakes

streams-
lakeslakes or rivers should be a majormajor-
part

major-
partpart of the easement criteriacriteriaevencriteriaeven-
though

, eveneven-

thoughthough there is no110 mention ofof-

these

of-

thesethese waterways and shorelineshoreline-

easements
shoreline-

easementseasements in the Alaska NativeNative-

Land
Native-

LandLand Claims SettlementSettlrment Act , oror-

the
or-

thethe Land Selection Regulations ."
The Alaska Federation of Na-NaNa-

twes
Na-

tives

Na-

tives

-

twestives has been wroking tor severalseveral-
months

several-
monthsmonths with the Regional CorpCorp-Corp-

orations
Corp-

orations
¬-

orations in developing positionspositions-
regarding

positions-
regardingregarding easements across Na-

tive
NaNa-NaNa-

tive

¬-

tive lands .

The Alaska Federation of NaNa-Na-

tives

Na-

tives

¬-

tives ' position was endorsed byby-

eleven

by-

eleveneleven of the twelve RegionalRegional-

Corporations
Regional-

CorporationsCorporations , and limited easeease-ease-

ments
ease-

ments
¬-

ments' to those necessary forfor-

transportation
for-

transportationtransportation across Native landland-

to
land-

toto public land , and periodic easeease-ease-

ments
¬.-

ments along major (Kuskokwim ,

Yukon , Lake Illiamna ,. etc . ) watwat-wat-

erways
wat-

erways
¬-

erways .

The Commission'sCommissions' recommenrecommen-recommen-
dations

recommen-
dations

¬-

dations for easements went farfar-

beyond
far-

beyondbeyond the intent of the Act..

The easement criteria developeddeveloped-
byby the Land Use Planning ComCom-Com-

mission
Com-

mission
¬-

mission was drawn primarilyprimarily-
from

primarily-
fromfrom an easement position devdev-dev-

eloped
dev-

eloped
¬-

eloped by Trout Unlimited ,

which stressed a maximum numnum-num-

ber
num-

ber
¬-

ber of easements , effecting thethe-

greatest
the-

greatestgreatest amount of Native lands ,

villages , and the economic potenpoten-poten-
tial

¬,-

tial of these streams for NativeNative-
use

Native-
useuse .

President Lang indicated thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Alaska Federation of NativesNatives-
will

Natives-
willwill be arguing against the LandLand-

Use
land-

UseUse Planning Commission deci-

sion
decideci-deci-

sion

¬-

sion to the Alaska Task ForceForce-

sometime
Force-

sometimesometime during December ., TheThe-

Land

The-

LandLand Use Planning CommissionCommission-
plans

Commission-
plansplans to present their recomrecom-recom-

mendations
recom-

mendations
¬-

mendations to the Alaska TaskTask-

Force
Task-

ForceForce in WashingtonWasl ngton .

Mr . Lang indicated that repreprep-rep-

resentatives
.¬-

resentatives from AFNAENAFNandand manymany-

of
many-

ofof the Regional CorporationsCorporations-
would

Corporations-
wouldwould be present in WashingtonWashington-

when

Washington-

whenwhen these discussions took place .

Mr . Lang said , "ItIt" is unforunfor-unfor-
tunate

unfor-
tunate

¬-

tunate that we continue to havehave-

to
have-

to to retain rights -¬.to fight guaranguaran-guaran-

teedteed us by the Alaska NativeNative-

Claims

Native-

ClaimsClaims Settlement Act..

"ItIt" is equally unfortunate thatthat-

people
that-

peoplepeople , who claimed to be friendfriend-friend-

ly

¬.-

ly to the Native communityc mtnunity , willwill-

not
will-

notnot implement the Act ,, accordaccord-accord-
ing

¬.-

ing to promulgated regulations ,

but are continuallyontinually<; trying toto-

take
to-

taketake land back from Alaska NaNa-NaNa-

tives

Na-

tives

¬-

tives in one form or another .

"TheThe" Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives

of-

NativesNatives will continue to fight toto-

see

tose-

e'thatseesee'tha-

t

seetha-

t'-

that
t-

hat'
that the Alaska Natives rightsrights-

are
rights-

areare protected despite actions byby-

the

by-

thethe Land Use! Planning CommisCommis-CCommis-
sion

mmis-mmismmis-
sion

¬-

sion and others ."


