
:Promising'prominpromin.Promising.:' ;., VentureVentureTVenturemsVenture TurnsT ms SourSoUr-SoUrSoU-
rNorthw

So-
urNorthwestern

- :

"

:
'

'

,

' ', ' .
,

' .

\
,

"

"

:
,

NorthwNorthwesternstern NativesNativC1sNatives-NativesDispleased, - DispleasedDispleasedwiDispleasedwithwithwi h
,

AVEC
' : ' I

'

::
'

:
By JAMES EDEEDE.-

I
EDE-

SELAWIKhelpful.II.. SELAWIK - The OneOnconce? helphelp-¬.-
ful , friendly animal that promprom-¬.-
isedipromisedd an improvedimproved'wayimprovedway

'

way of life toto-

Alaska's
to-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' Native villagesviUagb has growngrown-
into

grown-
intointo a man-eatingmaneating-- monster . ThisThis-

ahimal
This-

animalanimalahimalahimalofanimalofof such promise , AVECAVEC-
Alaska

AVEC-
Alaska(Alaska Village Electric CooperCooper-Cooper-

ative
¬.-

ative) has become a bureaubureau-bureau-
oracy

bureau-
cracy

¬-

cracyoracyoracywlcracywhichwhichwl ch now devoursevours thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople it was designed to help .

When the AlaskaAlask state ruralrural-
legislato

rural-
legislatorslegislatorslegislatos made a dealdea' to fundfund-
AVEC

fund-
AVECAVEC toto help provide power toto-

the
to-

thethe villages , the"ytheyth "y did not knowknow-
what

know-
whatWhat their subsidy plan wouldwould-
eventually

would-
eventually

.
eventually do .

InsteadInst ad of subsidizingsubsidising thethe-

public
the-

publicpublic utility in the normalormal manman-man-
ner

¬.-

ner by . direct government subsub-sub-
sidy

sub-

sidy
-¬-

sidy , the state allowed the subsub-sub-
sidy

sub-

sidy
-¬-

sidy , to be made indirectly fromfrom-
educational

from-
educationaleducational fundsfuncJs .

Each village had a BIA oror-

state.op
or-

stateopgratedstate-operatedstateoperatedstate-opgratedopgratedstate.opstateop-. rated school whichwhich-
would

which-
wouldwould have to pay originally
$24002400$24062406$2400amonth$2406amonth$ amonth':,; and subsequentsubsequent-subsequent-
ly

¬.-

lyIy increasedincre'ased' to $28352835$ . ThisTlThis-

monthly
ss-

monthlymonthly payment is. the same inin-

January
in-

JanuaryJanuary and June alike , "nonoho" matmat-mat-

ter
¬.-

ter how manymany kilowatts are usedused-
whether

used-
whetherwhether the school is a oneoneone-

teacher
nene-

teacherteacher school or a 10-1010teacherIO-teacherIOteacher10-teacher10IOteacher-
school

10teacher-
school

-- teacher
school..

There was no guarantee thatthat-
AVEC

that-
AVECAVEC would provide consistentconsistent-
service

consistent-
serviceservice and schools and privateprivate-
consumers

private-
consumersconsumers alike paid for serviceservice-

they
service-

theythey did not receive .

The rate for the individualindividual-
consumer

individual-
consumerconsumer in the village is sevenseven-

times
seven-

timestimes the rate for consumersconsumers-
elsewhere

consumers-
elsewhereelsewhere and for the school itit-

can
it-

cancan be 10 to 30 times higher eses-eses-

pecially
¬.-

pecially in the summer monthsmonths-
when

months-
whenwhen no power is being usedused-
and

used-
andand the $28352835$ is still paid eacheach-

month
each-

monthmonth .

In one community there areare-

two
are-

twotwo schools . The private schoolschool-
which

school-
whichwhich usesuses twice the power , payspays-
half

pays-
halfhalf the price of the publicpublic-
school

public-
schoolschool..

This is clearcleat discriminationdiscrimination-
and

discrimination-
andand an unfair practice apparentapparent-apparent-
ly

¬-

ly upheld by the Public UtilitiesUtilities-
Commission

Utilities-
CommissionCommission , appointed by thethe'govern-

or

the-

governor'-

governor
g-

overnor
'-governor
g-

overnor'governor , whose members areare-

obviously
are-

obviouslyobviously biased in favor ofof-

AVEC
of-

AVECAVEC and do not recognizerecognize-
the

recognize-
thethe consumers ' rights .

These friends walk out ofof-

commission
of-

commissioncommission meetings with theirtheir-
friends

their-
friendsfriends from the AVEC boardboard-
.after

board-
afterafter.after. ignoring the consumers '
complaints of unfair treatment .

One of the biggest problemsproblems-
ofof AVEC is undoubtedly mismis-mis-

management
mis-

management
¬-

management . No wonder costscosts-
are

costs-
areare exorbitant to the poor concon-con-

sumer
¬.-

sumer . There is little or no mainmain-main-
tenance

main-
tenance

¬-

tenance with a band-aidbandaid- apap-apap-

proach
ap-

proach
¬-

proach . The local AVEC emem-em-

ployees
em-

ployees
¬-

ployees are poorly trained andand-

so
and-

soso poorly paid it is difficult toto-

hire
to-

hirehire competent people for thisthis-

highly
this-

highlyhighly responsible job .

The village plant operatorsoperators-
dodo not have spare parts on handhand-
and

hand-
andand in the unusual event that anan-

AVEC
an-

AVECAVEC maintenance man is sentsent-
ininn for repairs long overdue , he isis-

not
is-

notnot allowedallow d to bring parts withwith-
him

with-
himhim .

There is much waste of timetime-
and

time-
andand money because ofofaa lack ofof-

coordination
of-

coordinationcoordination and direction fromfrom-
AVEC

from-
AVECAVEC officials . The travelingtraveling-
employees

traveling-
employeesemployees of AVEC have a highhigh-

turnover
high-

turnoverturnover rate and apparentlyapparentl-
yar

apparently-
arearear underpaid and leave a longlong-

trail
long-

trailtrail of bad checks in the villages .

Safety precautionsprecautionprecaution4 , by AVECAVEC-
ar

AVEC-
arearear few . There is little fire propro-prot-
ection

prot-
ection

-¬

tectiontection . AVEC plants are oftenoften-
too

often-
tootoo close to oil tanks . There areare-

no
are-

nono dikes around oil tanks set onon-

the
on-

thethe tundra and frequentequent oil spillsspills-

are
spills-

areare ignored . The plants are notnot-
grounded

not-
groundedgrounded ,.

which interferes withwith-
radio

with-
radioradio communications for the vilvilevil-vile-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage people .

Nearly every AVEC poweredpowered-
village

powered-
villagevillage in Alaska has a sad storystory-
to

story-
toto tell . In one village a large gengen-gen-

erator
gen-

erator
¬-

erator sat for a year notn t hookedhooked-

up
hooked-

upup : Then AVEC complained thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage had overloaded the forfor-¬-

I '.

mermetmergeneratormetgenerator,
,. -generatorgenerator- which was-waswastoo;:,- tootoo-

small
too-

smallsmall ,.
- '. . ]' :

In another village .AVECAVEC.AA. VEC rere-rere-

fused
re-

fused
¬-

fused to hook up the village untiluntil-
the

until-
thethetheSOS"SOSSOS'SOS-SOS"'- school signed a discridiscri-discri-

min

discri-

minatory
¬-

minatorymin tory contract , thus , thethe-

whole
the-

wholewhole village could not use aa-

re

a-

recentlyrecentlyre eqtly installed sewer systemsyste .

InInmanymany villages power goesgoes-

off
goes-

offoff, schools freeze up , pipes 'areare'are-

broken
'areare-

brokenbroken , motors .areare.are burned butbut-
in

but-
inin freezers , furnaces and otherother-
appliances

other-
appliancesappliances , but AVEC is not

.

rereore-rereo-

sponsible
re-

sponsible

¬-

sponsible .

Many villages are growing andand-
AVEC

,

AVECAVEt has had advance warningwarning-
of

warning-
ofof the need for larger powerpower-
plants

power-
plantsplants ,. Their negligence jnin meetmeet-meet-
ing

¬.-
ingmg the needs in time hashs causedcaused-
much

caused-
muchmuch loss10S!> including firesfJ.tesfJtesfiresde. , -dede'de-'dedede-'de-

struction

-'de-

struction
¬-

struction, ofofpfopertyproperty , slow downdown-
and

down-
andand stoppage of constructionconstruction-
projects

construction-
projectsprojects , loss of school property ,
time and many personal damagesdamages-
toto village people ,.

1'!
,

AVEC has no responsibilityresponsibility-
butbut everyone must pay theirtheir-
bills

their-
billsbills whether service is receivedreceived-
oror not.. PeoplePeopleare'

are frequently billbill-bill-

ed
¬.-

ed for bills theyhey havehav alreadylreadylready-
paid

already-

paidpaid , and when bills have beenbeen-
paid

been-
paidpaid twice credit has not beenbeen-
received

been-
receivedreceived .

When complaints are made byby-

village
by-

villagevillage officials AVEC retaliatesretaliates-
with

retaliates-
withwith reprisals . One village powerpower-
plants

power-
plantsplants were not repaired for 10W1.0W-

days
1.-

0days

.

days last summer causing everyevery-every-
one

¬.-

one in the village to lose all theirtheir-
summer

their-
summersummer meat Supplies .

When an AVEC officialofficiaofficialararar-arar-

rives
ar-

rives

¬-

rives in a village he demands anan-

immediate
an-

immediateimmediate meeting with. a citycity-
council

city-
councilcouncil . Then he proceeds toto-

raise
to-

raiseraise hell and treat the councilcouncil-
asas if they were stupid swearingswearing-
and

swearing-
andand name-callingnamecalling-- .

An official threatenedthreatenedoneoneone-

council
one-

councilcouncil with triple damages ifif-

anything
if-

anythinganything happened to the genergener-gener-
ator

gener-
ator

¬-

ator he knew was overloadedoverloaded-
and

overloadedoverloaded-

andand had had a year'syears' notice toto-

increase
to-

increaseincrease the demand for power .

AVEC has played favoritesfavorites-
and

favorites-
andand sent mechanics to one vilvil-vil-

lage

vil-

lage

¬-

lage as a priority over anotheranother-
village

another-
villagevillage to hook up power for aa-

smaller
a-

smallersmaller village with a new highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool being constructed for 1010-

students
10-

studentsstudents.,. while the high schoolschool-
with

school-
withwith 11151 5 students was bipassedbipas d .

This'this' type of discriminationdiscrimination-
andand treatments of AVEC bubu-bubu-

reaucrats
bu-

reaucrats
¬-

reaucrats is untenable to thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople of rural Alaska . ThreatsThreats-
and

Threats-
andand verbal abuse are not acac-acac-

ceptable
ac-

ceptable
¬-

ceptable ways of dealing withwith-
any

with-
anyany human beings .

No village names are menmen-men-
tioned

men-
tioned

¬-

tioned here due to AVEC'sAVECs' syssys-sys-

tem
sys-

tem
¬-

tem ofofreprisalsreprisals . But many peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬

ple in rural Alaska are extremelyextremely-
upset

extremely-
upset

*
upsetupset that the system is allowedallowed-
toto continue and demand thatthat-
some

that-
somesome action be taken againstagainst-
AVEC

against-
AVECAVEC to protect the consumerconsumer-
and

consumer-
andand insure fair treatment to ruralrural-
Alaskan

rural-
AlaskanAlaskan power users .

, '

SomeoneSome ne somewhere shouldshould-
care

should-
carecare about the people ofof-ourofourofourv-
illage

'., 'ourour'our-

villagcand
'-

villagevillagcand','
andand many others ireare beingbeing-

exploited
being-

exploitedexploited and cheated by AVEC .

If the people ' of9fof Alaska don'tdontdon't-
take

don't-
take

'
take action soon , the damagesdamages-
will

damages-
willwill increase and the discriminadiscrimina-discrimina-
tion

¬.-
tion continues andartd; '-

once
o- nce'-

once
o- nce'. once again

'

a voiee\loi'deloi'deloide\
'''

criescrle '; in the wildernesswildern ss ,

"LetLet"L'et" ' t jthere',there be light.."" VillagesVillages-
shoqld

Villages-
shouldshouldshoqldshould not have to live in dark-darkdark-
ness

dark-
ness

dark-
ness

- ,.

ness and cold while AVEC mismis-mis-
management

mis-

management
-¬-

managementmanagement runsrunsinns rampant..
A ;;, legislative investigationinvestigation-

should
investigation-

shouldshould:'' be made of AVEC andand-

its
and-

itsits insufficientinshfficientinsufficient unfair operation .

The Tundra Times is urged toto-

call
to-

callcall forf 'JJ' this investigation on bebe-be-
half

be-bebe-

half
-¬-.

half of victimisedvictimkedvictimized; village peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho areateale paying exorbitant raterate-

for
rate-

forfor lousy service .

WhejnWhenWho the .peoplepeople., who cancan-

least
can-

leastleast affordafford the high power ratesrates-
mustmust a1'orda1ordpayp'y so much more for inin-inin-

ferior
in-

ferior
¬-

ferior services rvice , there is a need forfor-

action
for-

actionaction andapdai1dapdrai1dreformreformr form of this utilityut jlity .

I


