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Eskimos are traditionally hunters and fishermen , notnot-
farmers

not-
farmersfarmers . But when miners and others arrived in thethe-

arctic
the-

arcticarctic near the turn of the century and planted seedsseeds-
they

seeds-
theythey brought , our people were immediately interestedinte.estedinteested. .

In a short time , nearly every Eskimo family in some vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
vil-vil¬-

lages had a small garden plot .

Over the yearsyearslife, life became less harsh , and it was eas-

ier
eas-

ier
easeas-¬-

ier to buy canned vegetables in stores , Also , tundratundra-
soil

tundra-
soilsoilsoil, is low in nutrients , and continued gardening in thethe-
same

the-
samesame plot produced smaller harvests each year . Even-
tually

Even-
tually

EvenEven-¬-
tually , it was no longer worth the trouble to put in aa-

garden
a-

gardengarden . Gardening was no longer a necessity .

In the summer of 1976 , when my-familymyfamily- returnedreturned-
home

returned-
homehome from attending school in the lower 48 , there onon-

ly
on-

ly
on-on¬-

ly were a half dozen families raising gardens in the rere-

gion
re-

gion
re-re¬-

gion . My family wanted to teach others to garden usus-

ing
us-

ing
us-us¬-

ing modern methods . Pat Ivy of the Cooperative ExEx-

tension
Ex-

tension
Ex-Ex¬-

tension Service in Fairbanks heard of our interest andand-
put

and-
putput us in touch with CoCol!.. M.RMR... ""MuktukMuktuk " Marston ,

founder of the Eskimo Scout Battalions .

When ""MuktukMuktuk " heard our plans , he offered to helphelp-
us

help-
usus buy the equipment and supplies to get started , andand-
we

and-
wewe quickly accepted . We wrote to several villages , ofof-

fering
of-of¬.-

fering to help them do an experiment in raising gar-

dens
gar-

dens
gargar-¬-

dens . Art Douglas , of Ambler , responded .
-

In the spring of 1977 ,. we took an airplane load ofof-
supplies

of-
suppliessupplies and equipment to the quiet little village ofof-
Ambler

of-
AmblerAmbler , in the upper Kobuk River . We really didn'tdidntdidn't-
have

didn't-
have

'
have much idea of how to get started , since we knewknew-
virtually

knew-
virtuallyvirtually nothing of arctic gardening .

However , our misgivings didn'tdidnt' last long . The peo-
ple

peo-
ple

peopeo-¬-

ple of ambler invited us to try out the new tiller inin-

their
in-

theirtheir yards , and soon everybody was either watchingwatching-
the

watching-
the

.
the machine work or operating it themselves .

The people had never seen chemical fertilizer before ,
either._ In the cold arctic soilssoils'compostingsoilscomposting.;'composting naturalnaturalvegveg-

etation
veg-

etation
vegveg-¬-

etation can take three years or longer . Chemical ferti-

See

ferti-

See

ferti-

See
ferti-ferti-

(See SUBSISTENCE , Page 7)7)



. tI"SubsistencetISubsistence"Subsistence Farming" is hereheretoto stay
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liter
1-

lizerlizer1Izerliter , however , isis effective immeimme-imme-
d1ately

-.¬
diatelyd1ately ., .

productiveThere were 252S highly producproduc---¬

tive gardens in Ambler that sum-
mer

sumsum-¬.-
mer . We beginbegan to hear ambi ¬.'
tiousflow"plansflowplans'" plansplansor(foror expanding famifarni-farni-¬

lyfarnilyfamilygardens.. By the summer ofenoughto1978 ., wewe-weelt- (felt4Pelfelt' confidentonfident enough
to expand the project to threethree-
more

three-
moremore villages..

Again ""MuktukMuktuk " offered toto-
fund

to-
fundfund us . We had hoped therethere-
would

there-
wouldwould be as many as seventy gar.¬.
densdens,, but news spread (fromrom Am-
bler

AmAm-¬.-
blerbIerrequestsfrom, and we . received requests
from200famiileeten villages , and over 200-
famnes

200
famflejfamnesfamiilee...

Scrambling desperately toto-
meet

to-
meetmeet ,. the need , we :contacted-
Brigham

contacted-
Brigham

contacted
BiighamBrigham Young UnivenUniversityty forfor-
helphelp .' They responded with 12 ,
000 (feetee of:wire ffencing: , moremore-
seed

;
seed , and two tillers , all of which-
arrived

whichwhich-
arrivedarrived just before planting sea-
son

seasea-¬.-
son . ""MuktukMuktuk " sent another
$<$4,0004000,,000000,000ot(forot more materials.. ThatThat-
season

That-
seasonseason , we :counted over 250 gargar-¬.-
densdensgardens,, nearly all of whichwhJch werewer-
ehigl

were-
highlyhiglhighlyy productive , and-andanetandgrowing- growinggrowing-
anan increasingly wide variety of-
vegetables

of
vegetablestables.. AllABABofoof( the gardensgardens-
were

gardens-
werewere located north of the arctic-
circle

arcticarctic-
circlecircle .

By the spring of 11979979 , we had-
received

had-
received

had
received requests for help with

gardening (fromrom nearly all thethe-
villages

the-
villagesvillages of the Bering Straits rre-

gion
re ¬

gionglon and also from the BristolBristol-
Bay

Bristol-
BayBayBay-

llingtiam
Native Association ( BBNA)

in DiUinghamDillInghamllingtiamllingtiamAssociation
.

By this time , the work for adad-
ministering

ad-ad¬.-
ministering the project had-
grown

hadhad-
growngrown to a full-timefulltime-- jobJOO for sixsix-
months

six-
monthsmonths of the year .

We accepted the offer of thethe-
State

the-
StateState Division of Economic EnEn-
terprise

En-En¬.-
terprise to :contract to pay forfor-
some

for-
somesome of the time required . The-
Marston

TheThe-
MarstonMarstonBrighamFoundation and Brig-Brig-.
ham Young University :contin-
ued

contincontin-¬.-
ued to provide necessary equip-
ment

equipequip-equip-
ment

-¬-

ment and supplies .
However , it waswu the people

themselves who made the propro--¬

jectprojectsucceed.. Using their landland-
and

land-
andand labor , they worked and exex-
perimented

ex-ex¬.-
perperimentednented,, and learned in anan-
activity

an-
activityactivity previously unknown...

They cleared land , broke thethe-
ground

the-
groundground , fenced itit,,, plantedplantedandand-
nurtured

andand-
nurturednurtured their gardens..

As a result , last summer therethere-
were

there-
werewerevillagesInSSO550 gardens in 252S villages
in western AlaskaAlaska
,

, which propro--¬

ducedducedmanyproducedmany thousand of dollan-
worth

dollars-
worth

dollarsdollan
worth of fresh vegetables..

The greatest single need ofofourourour-
people

our-
peoplepeople now , and which the propro--¬

jectprojectis unable to provide , is eduedu-
cation

edu-edu-.
cation in agriculture .

The Cooperative Extension

---ServiceService has the track record , but-
not

but-
not

but
not the funding , to adequatelyadequately-
serveserve this need at this time . WeWe-

await
We-

awaitawait1egislaturelegisbturenews of whether of legis1egis-1egislegis--¬-
laturebture wfllwill prove funds for thethe-
Extension

the-
ExtensionExtension ServiceSerYice to carry outou-
tW

out-

thitthisWthit.; importantportant tasktas1c . If we imay-
add

maymay-
addadd agriculturalagricuJtural skillsaIciI1s to subsubsis-
tence

subSIS-subSISsubSIS-
tence

--
tence food gatheringgathenng ,. we cocouldcould-
be

could-
bepeopleInbe a well-fedwellfedwell.fedwellfed-. , self-reliantselfreliantself-rehantrehant-- people
in our own land .

This year , the project is prepre--pre-
pared

pre-
pared

-¬

pared to serve 40 villages , and-

we
and-

we
saidand

we hope and expect 1,0001000, fam-

ily
famfam-¬.-

ily gardens in western Alaska..
It appears that ""subsub"subsistencesubsistence"subsistengesubsistenge"subsistenge-
farmingfanningfarming"" is here to stay .

(Editor'sEditors' Note - Villages or inin-

dividuals
in-in¬.-

dividualsdivlduals interested in the pro-

lecf
pro-

nt
pro-proproj-

ect
--

jectlecf may eontaetcontact>nt ct the authauthor atat-

Box
at-

BoxBox 606 , Kotzebue , Alaska
99752 , phone 442-32724423272442-3272-442.32724423272-.- -.)


