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Frustration in Bristol BayBayT-

hereThere Iis a.II. deep sense of frustration - and indignationmdlgnatlonmdlgnatlon-
and

indignation-
andand anger about what took place duringdunng the recent herr-

Ing

herr-

ing
herrherr-¬-

ing fishingfishmg season at TogiakToglakToglakmTogiakininm BristolBnstol Bay The reports areare-

bitter
are-

hitterbitterhitter and deeply disturbingdlsturbmg , andandindicateindicatemdlcate that the locallocal-
hJrvesters

local-
harvestersharvestershJrvesters of the resource ended up on the short end of thethe-
stick

the-
stickstick ,. althoualthoughJ! none of the fishermen are pleased at all atat-

what
at-

whatwhat occurredoCLurred inm that fisheryfishery-
There

fishery-
There

fishery-
ThereThere were apparent conflicts between the ggillnettersgillnetters-

nearly
lnetterslnetters-

nearly( nearly all local , western AJaskaAlaska fishermen )} and the seinersserversseiners-
nearl

servers-
nearly( nearlnearly> all from everywhere else ) , and conflicts betweenbetween-

the
between-

thethe processors and the harvesters . At the root of all thethe-
frustratIOn

the-
frustrationfrustration seems to be a feelingfeehng that the local fIShermen-
of

fishermen
of the vvillageslages have little or no inputmput into the process forfor-
estabhshIng

for-
establishingestablishingestabhshIng the policies which govern the management andand-
utilization

and-
utllizal10nutilizationutllizal10n of the resource .

One gains an idea of the frustration fishermen feel inin-

reading
in-

readingreading the editorialedltonaleditorialininm the current issue of the Bering SeaSea-

FISherman
Sea-

FishermanFisherman The editorialedltonal , entitled ""WhyWhy Can'tCant' the GoodGood-
Guys

Good-
GuysGuys WmWinWin"7Win7"?" " describesdescnbes a meeting of the North Pacific Fish-
enes

Fish-

eries
FishFish-¬-

eriesenes Management Council concerning a plan to limit thethe-
amount

the-
amountamount of TogiakTogtak and BeringBenng Sea coast herring taken byby-

foreign
by-

foreignforeign trawlers In the view of the Bering Sea Fisherman .,

the decision was adverse to Alaskan fishermen . InInourourour-
reading

our-
readmgreadingreadmg of the editorialedltonal ,' it appeared as though the writerswriters-
frustration

writers-
frustrationfrustration was not so much from the decision itself (alal-

though
al-

though
al-al¬-

though it was considered greatly unfavorable ) as it waswas-

from
was-

fromfrom the process through which that decision was adopt-
ed

adopt-
ed

adoptadopt-¬-
ed The North Pacific Fisheries CouncilCouncd , a federal organ-
Wilton

organ-
ization

organorgan-¬-
izationWilton , regulates fisheries from three miles offshore toto-

the
to-

thethe 200 mile limit Within the three-milethreemile-- linear mark , thethe-
regulations

the-
regulationsregulations of the AJaskaAlaska Board of Fisheries are in effect .

The writerwnter indicatesmdlcates discomfort at the formality of thethe-
NPFMC

the-
NPFMCNPFMC meetings and its apparent vulnerability to well-

organized
well-

organized
wen-

organIZed
well-wellwen-wen-

organized , well-coordinatedwellcoordinatedwell-coordmatedcoordmated-- lobbyinglobbymg machinery repre-
senting

reprerepre-repre-
senting

-¬-

senting foreign fishingfishmg interests . There is undoubtablyundoubtably-
wme

undoubtably-
sometomewmesome mentmerit to that perception .

If the frustrationfrustral10n stems from the feelingfeehng that local fISh-

ermen
fish-

ermen
fishfISh-¬-

ermen lack input into the policy-makingpolicymakingpolicy-makmgmakmg-- process , thenthen-
perhaps

then-
perhapsperhaps we should advocate bringingbnngmg that process as closeclose-
as

close-
asas possible to the AlaskAlaskansns who are most dependent uponupon-
the

upon-
thethe resource That is only fair . And , perhaps , we can be-

gin
bebe-bebe-

gin
-¬-

gin with the Alaska regulatory organization , the StateState-
Board

State-
BoardBoard of FisheriesFIShenes .

One way of making local fishermen believe that theirtheir-

Input
their-

inputinput counts is to start holdingholdmg meetings of the Board ofof-

Fisheries
of-

FlshenesFisheriesFlshenes in the communities which are closest to ,. andand-
most

and-
mostmost dependent upon , those fisheriesfishenes . It is doubtful thatthat-
the

that-
thethe sense of anguish feltfeltamongamong local fishermen aboutabout-
what

about-
whatwhat happenedhappened with the logiakloglak hemngherring would be so greatgreatI-

Sis the Board of FisheriesFishenes considered the TogiakTogtak herringherring-
proposal

herring-
proposalproposal at TogiakTogtak in full view of the local fishermen .

Many of the decisions of the Board are made in tele-
phone

tele-
phone

teletele-¬-
phone conferences And many other decisions affectingaffectmgaffecting-
fisheries

affectmg-
fishenesfisheriesfishenes are , made in Anchorage , far-removedfarremoved- from bothboth-
the

both-
thethe affectedaffeded communities and the resource .

If this tanLJncan be done ,. the publicpubltc policy process can bebe-

brou
be-

broughtbroubrought!Jt Josercloser to those most affected by those policies .

TlieTIleThe localIOcJI fishermennhermen, may be relievedrelteved of much of the frus-

tratIon
frus-

tration
frusfrus-¬-

tration ",whichIIILh theyIhey nonow'" feel The NPFMC may be anotheranothe-
rson

another-
ton,sumsonton hutbut the BoardBOJrd of FisheriesFlshenes can take one positIv-

e"t'p
positivepositive-

step
positive-

top"-toptop"t'ptpstep- ' in meeting throuthroughout!Jout Alaska in eacheachaffectedaffectedaffectedareaareaarea-
when",whenhen Ihethey) considerLOmlJer regulations affecting that fisheryfishery-

II

fishery-
ItIIIt this happensluppen' the GoodCood, (Guys,uys may not always win ,

hutbut they'lltheyllthey1'"} likely feel better about the process


