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At the lesson ttat the Nanai village Nizhniye Khalby - Novesti Photo

USSRUSSRNorthern:Northern Peoples DevelopDevelopWrittenLanguageWrittenLanguage
By YevgeniYngeniPordnyakovNovostlPozdnyakovNovostiPordnyakovPozdnyakov

NovostlNovosti AnalystAnalyst-

TheThe first ABC books for thethe-
peoples

the-
peoplespeoples of the Soviet North werewere-
issued

were-
issuedissued in the late 1920s19201 andand-
early

and-
earlyearly 1930s19301, after the SocialistSocialist-
Revolution

Socialist-
RevolutionRevolution in Russia . At thatthat-
time

that-
timetime it was decided to enableenable-
everyone

enable-
everyoneeveryone living in the USSRUSSR,,
even the smallest nationalnational-
groups

national-
groupsgroups , to use their languagelanguage-

not
language-

notnot onlyonlyorallyorally , as before , butbut-
also

but-
alsoalso in a written form . Promi-

nent
PromtPromi-Promi-.

nent Soviet linguists and enthn-
graphen

enthn-
graphers

enthn-enthn-
graphersgraphendevelopingparticipated in developdevelop--¬-

ing written ,languagesJanguages forCor thethe-
smaller

the-
smallersmaller nationalities ofoC the-
North

thethe-

NorthNorth..
The task that the iIcIentistl-

faced
scientistsiIcIentistlscientists-

facedfaced waswu much more difficultdiffICul-
tthen

difficult-
thenthen it might seem to non-
specialists

n0ns-
pecialist

non-nonn0n-n0n-.-

specialistsspecialist . in this field , sincesince-
many

since-
manymany small groups in the SovietSoviet-
North

Soviet-
NorthNorth livlive spreadspreadacrossacross vastvast-

territories
vast-

territoriesterritories and the families ofof-

one
of-

oneonespeakdifferentnationality sometimes speak
different dialects..

For instance , scientistsscientist . havehave-
failed

have-
failedfailed to develop a single writtenwritten-
language

written-
languagelanguage for the 21,00021000,, KhantyKhanty-
who

Khanty-
whowho liveltve in the northern partpan ofof-

Western
of-

WesternWestern Siberia.,. The KhantyKhanty-
children

Khanty-
childrenchildren can still elect to study-

at
studystudy-

atat school one of the three basicbasic-

dialects
basic-

dialectsdialects wlwhichch phHologJSts-

singled
philologistsphHologJStsphilologists-

singledsingled out ofofmanymany dialects Is-

being
isis-

beingbeing studied by only 400-

children
400

childrenrr-

n
, but special primersprimershave;have beenn Isssuedlousedue1ofor ththem too=..

SimilarSImDar difficulties were once-
encountered

onceonce-
encounteredencountered by the Itnguists-

who
linguistsItnguistslinguists-

whowho developed the primer for
2,00020002,000-2,000Saami, '- Saami people living on-

the
onon-

thethe Kola Peninsula . In the pastpast-

few
past-

fewfew yearsyoan it has been noticed ,
however ,. that as a result of the-

extensive
thethe-

extensiveextensive development of trans-

portation
transtrans-trans-

portation
-¬-

portation and communication ,
contacts amongamortg the SaamiSaami-

people
Saami-

peoplepeople have considerably intensi-

fied
intensiintensi-¬.-

fied , and this has led to a certaincertain-

unification
certain-

unificationunification of the numerousnumerous-
dJalects

numerous-
dialectsdJalectsdialects which they speak . ForFor-

this
For-

thisthis reason , experts have recent-

ly
recentrecent-.-

lyIy modified the SaamiSaaml alphabet ,

basing it on the main Kildin-

dialect
KildinKildmKildm-

dialectdialect This alphabet is nownow-

being
now-

beingbeing taught bothbothatat the nationalnational-
Saaml

national-
SaamiSaamiSaaml schools and the Mur-

mansk
MurMur- ¬.-

mansk Pedagogical Institute ,,

whichwluch trains language andand-

I1terature
and-

literatureLiteratureI1terature teachers .

ThrThe rrareason< nn forfor the rhanoMchangeschanges-

made
changes-

mademadeade in the alphabet of the
12,00012000,, EvenksEvenkswhowho live inmm-

Yakutia
in-

YakutiaYakutia , East Siberia , is some-

what
somesome-¬.-

what ddiff'ferentferentdifferent' .. While develop-

mg
developdevelop-.-

ingmg a wnlwnl-

in

wnttenwritten language for themthem-

m

them-

ininm the mid-1930smid1930smid.1930smid1930s-. ,. <experts deem-

ed
deemdeem-.-

ed it unnecessary to reflect in

it six minor phonemes of thethe-

Evenks
the-

Evenks
the-

EvenksEvenks ' language . With thethe-

development
the-

developmentdevelopment of national culture ,
this1 ' defect in the alphabet bebe-
came

be-
e

be-be-.
camee an obstacle to the effectiveeffective-
use

effective-
useuse of written language , specispeciespecie-
frcally

¬.
ficallyrtcaIlyfrcally in poetry . That is why-
early

whywhy-
earlyearly this year the Yakut govern-
ment

govern-
ment

governgovern-¬-

ment decided to effect thethe-

changes
the-

changeschanges in the EvenksEvenks'alphabetEvenksalphabetEvenks'alphabet-
proposed

' alphabetalphabet-
proposedproposed by linguists . The statestate-
will

state-
willwill foot the bill for issuingissuingnewnewnew-
textbooks

new-
textbookstextbooks andandretrainingreAretrainingretraining-
teachers

retraining-
teachers

*- *

teachers .

The task of studying andand-

modernizing
and-

moderruzmgmoderruzmgmodernizinglerruzmg the Written lan-
ges

lan-
guages

lan-
guages

lan-lan-

guagesges of Northern peoples isis-

more
is-

moremorere and more often tackledtackled-
by

tackled-
byby experts of these national-
lw

nationali-
ties

national-nationalnationalinationali-! -.
lwtieS . RnrFor incton-inctoninstanceinctonth,- . , ththe NanaiotNanaianNanaian-

cluldren
Nanaian-

children

,

childrencluldren of SiberiaSibena are nownow-

using
now-

usingusing a new ABC book preparedprepared-
bypreparedbyby Sulungu Onenko , a NanaianNanaian-

researcher
Nanaian-

researcherresearcher at the Institute ofof-

History
of-

HistoryHistory ,. Philology and PhilosoPhiloso-Philoso-
phy

Philoso-
phy

--¬

phy of the SiberianSibenan DepDepartmentDepartment-
ofof the USSR Academy of-

SCiences
of-

Sciences
of

"SCiences: iences .

The USSR has a sfsf-

arch
special re-

search
reore-rereo-

search
-

searcharch institutemstJlule of nationalnatlonalnational-
schools

natlonal-
schoolsschoolsJiools workingworkmg under thethe-

Ministry
the-

MmtstryMinistryMmtstry of PublicPubhc EducationEducation-
ofof the RuRu-

largest
Russian Federation ,, thethe-

largest
the-

largestlargest Soviet Union republic .
IItsts staff is now working onon-
textbooks

on-
textbookstextbooks , teachingleaching aids andand-
programs

and-
programsprograms inID 48 languages . Maria-
Pukhta

Maria-
Pukhta

MariaMaria- '-
Pukhta , a researcher at this inin-in¬.-

stitute ,, together with wnterwriterwriter-

Vladimir
wniwnter-

VladintirVladimirVladintir Sanghi , Doctor of-

Science
of-

Science
of

Science ChunerChimer TaksarruTaksamtTaksamtandand-

Candidate
and-

Candidate
anr1and

Candidate of Science GalinGalinaGalina-

Otaina
Galina-

OtainaOtaina , are now workmgworking on aa-

new
a-

newnew primer for their smallsmall-

group
small-

groupgroup of people , the NivkhiNlvkhI ,
whowbo live in the eastern USSR..

Way backk inm the 1930s193019305. ,. notnot-
only

not-
onlyonlyonlyschoolsschoolsols , but also specializedspectal1zedspecialized-
educational

spectal1zed-
educationaleducationaleducationalsecondarysecondary establIsh-

ments
establish-

ments
establIsh-establIsh -

ments, .ereerewere. set up to traintram thethe-
children

the-
children

the-
childrenchildren of the people of thethe-

Somt
the-

SovietSovietSomt North inm basic propro--¬-

fessionsfe5Slonsprofe5SlonsprofessionsLike elsewhere inm the-
USSR

thethe-
USSRUSSR , tuitiontulttontuiuon is free there . In

addition , the state pays ththeirtheir-

upkeep
their-

upkeepupkeep ,. includingmcluding clotlclothingng,,,
meals and accomodationaccomodatton at thethe-
boarding

the-
boardingboarding schools and hostels ,

and givesgI'ieSgIieS' them higherhig\terhigter\ studentstudent-
grants

student-
grantsgrants . ThisTIusThus is done to facihtate-
educalIon

facilitatefacihtatefacilitate-
educationeducationeducalIon for the children fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe North and to train doctorsdocton ,
teachershers ,. engineers and so on ,
fromi among them withinWltlun thethe-
shortest

the-
shortestshortest possiblepomble timetune .

Thanks to these efforts , therethere-
is

there-
isis not only fillfunfull] htiI1leracyliteracy , 'butbut-
also

but-
alsoalso a highlugh propcproporatlOnproportion of-

specialists
ofof-

specialistsspecialists withwithaa secondary oror-

higherhigherlugher education among thethe-
Northern

the-
NorthernNorthern peoples .. For inin-

stance
in-

stance,6O
in-in¬-

stancestance,6Ostance6O, 60 percent of the Khanty-
and

KhantyKhanty-
andand Mansi people now have aa-

secondary
a-

secondarysecondarysecondaryoror lugherhigher ededucationucation ,
whereas 55 yeanyears ago there waswas-
not

was-
notnot a smglesingle I1terateliterate personperson-
among

person-
amongamong them .


