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COLLEGE--TestsCOLLEGETests-COLLEGE-Tests;.:-COLLEGETestsperformedCOLLEGE.l.TeCOLLEGEl.TeCOLLEGElTe-.-!- ts -performedperformed.performepperformep-. .performep-
on

performed-
on

,

on-ononNative-' Native studentsshldents fromfromtoeIh'eIhe-toetoe'thethe'the-
Fairbanks

-' toe-

Fairbanks

'

Fairbanks ;: Boarding Home ProPro-Pro-
ject

Pro-

ject
-¬-

ject have revealed a high inciinci-inci-
dence

inci-
dence

¬-

dence of hearing defects-closedefectsclosedefects-dosedosedefectsdose-
to

defectsclose-
to

-
toto31:'-3131- 31 % of thosethoS tested hadhad-
impairments

had-
impairments

'-

consid-
'-

consid
c-

onsid
'-

considered
I-

consid-
I-

consid
I-

considered
'

impairments which we'rewerewetewweteIconsi-

d

' te consid ¬-
ered educationally handicapping :.'

HearingBearing teststeststestswerewere conductedjconducted ;
,

'on the campus of the UniversityUniversity-
ofof Alaska for the students , asas-

'part
as-

'paid'partpart'paidpaid'paidof' part * of their complete physicalphysical-
examinations

'

examinations , by Dr . John Coch-
ran

Coch-
ran

-
ran 'andand'!!and, Phyllis Phillips , bothboth-
of

both-
ofof thetthee University '§ Speech andand-
Hearing

and-
HearingHearing Program . ,"

'

Over 100 students were testtest-test-
ed

test-
ed

¬-
ed , 383 from Monroe1MonroMonroe High SchoolSchool-
and

School-
andand 84 from Lathrop High ; thosethose-
with

those-
withwith hearing impairments werewere-
referred

were-
referredreferred for medicalmedicalattentionattention .

HoweverH wever , according to ProPro-Prof-
essor

Pro-

fessor
-¬-

fessor Phillips , "IfIf" wewe add thosethose-
with

those-
withwith 'borderlineborderline' ' hearing ( thresh-threshthresh-
holds

thresh-
holds

thresh-
holds

-

holds alorlgalong the lower limjtslimits ofof-

the
of-

thethe normal hearing range) whowho-
will

who-
willwill require a re-reretestre -= test in sixsix-

months
.

months , the incidence of hearhear-hear-
ing

hear-
ing

¬-

ing impairment is closer to 4040-

or
40-

oror 45% . These are staggeringstaggering-
figures

staggering-
figuresfigures when oneooe considers thethe-

educational
the-

educationaleducational implicationsimp1ica ions for thesethese-
studen

these-
studentsstudentsstuden ts . " .

According to Mrs . Betty Mag-MagMag-

nuson
Mag-

nuson
-.

nusonBoardingHorneBoardingHome, headheadofof the Boarding
HomeHorne effort , the figures areare-

are
are-

areare not really surprising concon-con-
sidering

con-
sidering

¬-
sidering the high number ofof-

"scarred
of-

"scarred"scarredscarred" ears " encountered inin-

the
in-

thethe rural villages of Alaska .

"WeWe" are just beginningbegirining toto-

be
to-

bebe able to provide social serser-serser-

vices
ser-

vices
¬-

vices in this area ,,"" she added ,

"butbut" the schools have just notnot-
been

,not-
beenbeen equipped in the past toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide adequate hearing andand-
visual

and-
visualvisual screening . This is whywhy-
vecalled

why-
w

why-
weprofessionalservices\vecalledvecalledwwe\ called__calJed upon the professional

* servicesiervicesservices of Dr . CochrartCochran and ProPro-Prof-
essor

Pro-

fessor
-¬-

fessor Phillips . "
Mrs . Nancy Norum , schoolschool-

nurse
school-

nursenurse at Lathrop High School ,
put itjt yet another way . "HavingHaving"Having-
Prof

"Having-
Prof

"
Prof.. Phillip and Dr . CochfanCochranCochran-
co

Cochran-
conductcorfductconductco duct these tests is a realreal-

blessing
real-

blessingblessing . We just don'tdont' havehave-
the

have-
thethe time or the staff to adad-adad-

minister
ad-

minister
¬-

minister this type of intensiveintensive-
testing

intensive-
testingtesting ."

School regulations requirerequire-
that

require-
thatthat all new , students receivereceive-
visual

receive-
visualvisual and hearing tests at thethe-

1st
the-

1st1st , 3rd , 5th ,. 7th7thj7thj9th, 9th , and 111th11th-
grades

11th-
grades

Hh
grades . Even with a-aanursea -' nurse atat-

each
at-

eacheach school , Mrs . Norum exex-exex-

pressed
ex-

pressed
¬-

pressed deep conpernconcerncon ern over thethe-

the
the-

thethe problem of testing .

The nurses have neither thet11et11-

efacilities
the-

facilitiesfacilities , equipment ,. nor thethe-

specialized
the-

specializedspecialized training to underunder-under-
take

under-
take

¬-

take the task properly . AddingAdding-
allall of this to the everyday rourou-rourou-

tines
rou-

tines
¬-

tines of cuts ,. bruises , stomachstomach-stomach-
aches

stomach-
aches

¬-problem., aches , and aspirins thethp. problemp oblem
...

seems-seemsseemsto-. to be almost insurmountinsurmount-insurmount-
able

insurmount-
able

¬-
'

able .

To give added perspective toto-

the- the problem Mrs . Magnuson citedeitedcited-
a

eited-
aa paper presented to the 19th19th-
Alaska

19th-
Alaska

19th-
AlaskaAlaska Science Conference in
1969 .

The author of the paper , J ._
Kenneth Fleshman , M.DMD. . , ChiefChief-
of

Chief-
ofof the Pediatric Service at thethe-
Public

the-
PublicPublic Health Service'sServices' AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative Medical Center in AnAn-AnAn-

chorage
An-

chorage
¬-

chorage , stated that , "TheThe" mosimoslmostmosl-
significant

most-
significantsignificant physical handicap

facingfac g thetbe Native child is hearinghearing-
los5

hearing-
losslosslos5\los5..'"\.,

'

los5He
He places the blame on acuteacute-

otitis
acute-

otitisotitis media ,. an infection ofof-

tbe
of-

thethetbe middle earear . Although, thethe-

infection
the-

infectioninfection is a relatively commoncommon-
oecurreoce

common-
occurrenceoccurrenceoecurreoce in childrenchildren.inchildrenin, .inin.

.in thethe-

NativedI
the-

NativeNativeNativedIchild1d the attacks are muchmuch-
more

much-
moremore frequent andandoftenoften areare-

not
are-

not
.

not treated . Lack of properproperproper-

treatmenttreatment,
(treatment in this caseqsecase leads raprap-rapi-
dly

rap-
idly

-¬-
idly to perforationp rforation of the earear-ear-

drum
ear-

drum
¬-

j! drum . , .
! Dr . FleshmanFleshmani' continues , "ItIt"It-

has
"It-

has
"

, has now been definitely docudocu-docu-

mented
docu-

mented
¬-

mented that childrench ldren so$00$ affeqtedaffectedaffeaffected-
will

< tedted-
will

.-

will
w- ill.,

will show a significant delaydelay-
in

delay-
inin all languagelan age skillsskjlJs.TheskjlJsTheskills.TheskillsThe... .The chiI4childchilchild-
willwill appear to hear normal concon-con-

versation
con-

versation
¬-

.

versation in that he demonstrates '

awareness of speech : In a lessless-

favorable
less-

favorable"favorablefavorable
"

auditory environmentenvironment-
suchsuchuchsuch as a classroom , he willwill-

not
will-

notnot understand much of whatwhat-
is

what-
isis being said . "

From the data collected thusthus-
far

thus-
farfar in the state Dr . FleshmanFleshman-
concludes

Fleshman-
concludesconcludes that 2500 school-agedschoolagedschoolaged-
children

schoolaged-
children

-

children have a damaged earear-

and
ear-

andand 625 of these are affectedaffected-
criticaJly

affected-
criticallycriticallycriticaJly enough to create probprob-probl-
ems

prob-
lems

-¬-

lems in their educational dede-dede-

velopment
de-

velopment
¬-

velopment .

He adds , "WeWe" have no knowknow-know-
ledge

know-
ledge

¬-

ledge of the degree of languagelanguage-
delay

language-
delaydelay suffered by eveneventhose'thosethose-those',- those-
whose

those-
whosewhose ears appear well healedheale ."


