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~ Dear Editor_:‘ ] )

1

The Alaska, Bible College of
Glennallen, Alaska was awarded
the *Candidaté for Accredita-
tion” status |bly the American
Association .of] Bible Colleges.
The U.S. Office of Education
and the Council on Postsecon-
dary Accreditation recognize the
American Assaciation of Bible
Colleges as the official accred-
iting agency for Bible colleges
in North America.

The Alaska/ Bible College be-
gan in 1966 as$ a ministry of the

‘Central Alaskan Missions which

was founded {by - Rev. Vincent
J. Joy. Accreditation with a
national agency has been a goal
of the college since jts inception.
The college has a three year
period in which to act upon the
recommendations of the accre-
diting ageney prior to a final
evaluation with the view towards
full accreditation.

The Alaska Bible College ex-

ists primarily to “develop lead-
ers for Christian ministries for
the - local church and world-
wide missigns.” We offer qual-
ity Christian education to young
Alaskans  through Biblical, pro-
fessional, and liberal art studies
leading 'to 'a Bachelor of Arts
or Associate of Arts degree.
- The Alaska Bible College is an
inter-denominational college
which 'holds to the position
that_ thé Bible is the absolute
authority for faith and practice.
All students major in the Bible.
Recently we conducted a survey
of our 'graduates. We subjected
our| primary  aim. to measure-
ment,/in {terms of performance
and discovered that 94% of them
are involved in church or mission
ministries. :

I would like to extend our
warmest hospitality to you
should you come through the
area. Please stop by. $

Cordially,
Bob Lee
President
Takes issue
with T1

~ Dear Editor:

kegarding your editorial in

the -Dec. 7, 1977 issue of Tun-

'dra Times, I'll accept the odds.
' Last estimmate put the number of

private individuals involved in
market investments of ail sorts,
from the relatively -mild New
York Stock Exchange to the
relatively volatile"Chicago Grain
Market and various commodity
exchanges, at several million.
Of those millions, some live in
Alaska." Of those who live in
Alaska, several must make in-
vestments which require scru-
tiny of financial reports, other-
wise such firms as Foster and
Marshall would not be in busi-
ness.. I, as one investor residing
in Alaska, can read the Alaska
Native Land Claims Act and
understand it. I, as one investor
residing in Alaska, can read and
interpret a corporation’s finan-
cial report. And from the week-
ly spotlight on “Business Leader
of the Week” in your newspaper,
I suspect that there are several
very capable Natives who can
read and understand not only

‘the AIN.CS.A but also-a fi-

nancial report.

The financial plight of the
Bering Straits Corporation is in-
deed disturbing, as is the bank-
ruptcy of any corporation,
What I would like to know is
why is it thought that Native
corporations are immune from
financial failure? Of the sever-
al businesses that are begun each
year, barely one in five survive

b sasontl year of bperati(;n. _ation. of ﬂatlves accepted ;the

Based on this fact, the success settlement,; By special ' tele-
of Native corporations. is no- phone anahgementsf the. Presi-
thing short of phenomenal. As dent was afvised of the accep-
far as Native shareholders ‘“los- tance. = Then the dele%{ietes,
(ing) 'control of 'their destlnles standing motionless and silent,
simply because they were new to - heard = the ~ President say, “I
the game,” it can be pointed want you to know that I have
out that the same information - just ' signed the 'Alaska: Native
is. available to all investors in Claims Settlement Act.” = (Ar-
any market scheme, The differ- nold, p. 144). Not many groups
ences betweewmm, both - jn the United States ever:get
geographical rsonal, boil the courtesy of voting on the
down to one significant feature: acceptability of laws that affect
judgment. Even those investors - -them. = Of the over 200 bills
who have acute judgment lose ' signed - into -law since Carter’s
money, and some others make inauguration, not one group or
monegy. Not everyone by vir- individual was ever asked if they
tue of the fact ithat they invest accepted it. ‘It would seem,
some money are given any guar- then, that the truth of the mat-
antee of success. Investment is ter is that in spite of smoke-
risk, and sometimes "that risk filled room politics, the Natives
costs money. of Alaska had a great deal of in-
Furthermore, it was with the put into the negotiations, It
concurrence of Native groups may not have been as much as
that the corporate and market some would have wanted, but in
paradigm was proposed as a the end the Natives of* Alaska
mechanism for dispersal of were extended an exceptional
funds, thereby sidestepping the courtesy by a president of the
errors so evident in the United United States.
States’ foreign aid policy, maxi- 1. would also” like to address
mizing individual Native self-de- “Thomas Richards’ column en-
termination. I quote from page titled “Interracial Marriages.” As
153 of Robert Amold’s “Alaska unfortunate as it was for Lt.
Native Land Claims”: ‘“There  Gav. Thomas to make-his com-
was no mention of corporations ments on black-white relation-
in the first bills in 1967 to set- ships, it seems to me that far
tle Alaska Native claims, These too much attention is -being
bills would have resolved claims given to an incident of one hav-
through ‘tribes, bands, villages, ing put his foot in his mouth.
communities, associations  or
other identifiable groups of Eski-
mos, Indians and Aleuts.’ -
ning with the Governor’s Task
Force Bill of 1968, however,
business corporations were pro-
posed as the means of
out the settlement and after
that time were fully accepted. gotions.
Indeed, the theme of the 1971 p,ortent what
Convention ' of the AFN, the ywhet he says. Maybe
last held before Congress adopt- gang wﬁ, Jessons from

Jet iy by his
more, mnm

Man'’s Tools’.” appaq

Mr. Emil Notti is quoted on ﬁ,";n we ghould
page 5 of your Dec. 7, 1977 gigtent in our denunciations.
issue as saying “that Alaska ~
claims did not take place under Sincerely yours,
true negotiations. The Congress ...Gordon E. Castanza
went behind closed doors and  EDITOR'S NOTE: We read

Mr. .Castanza’s letter with great

wrote out the settlement act...
and as a result, the Alaska Na- interest and found most of his
tives lost many mgior points in observations quite lucid. Howev-
their negotiations.” I would er, there are several points we
like to point out that that was would like to raise in counter-
not actually the case, and tothe point to his assertions: :
extent it is true, it should be First, we never intended to.
added that the consideration of convey the impression that
most bills by committee is . all Alaska Natives are backward
done “behind closed doors.” pepple and incapable of reading
Furthermore, there was Alaskan annual  reports and  financial
Native representation in one of statements. Certainly = Native
the committees in the person of regional and village corporations
Alaska’s newly elected congress- boast @ number of excellent
man, Nick Begich, who had been managers and leaders who can
appointed to a seat on the As- nor only read this data but also
pinall committee. In fact, it formulaté good investment
was due to Mr. Begich’s heroic judgements besides. i
efforts in 1971 that the legis- Although we do not dispute
lative deliberations were kept the assertion that one in every
going in.the face of Aspinall's five businesses started each year
desire to shut down subcommit- ultimately fails,” we would re-
tee deliberations. In early Au- mind our readers that Alaska
gust, 1971 a report was made = Native corporations must survive -
to the Aspinall committee which in order to protect the most pre-
incorporated not only. the land ciods asset of the land claims
and money settlement but “also settlement—the LAND. If - the
incorporated the concept of re- - corporation goes, the land goes.
gional corporations sought by There would be nothing of value
the AFN.” (Amold, p. 141). /eft. ;
Further indications that Native Alaska  Natives are not
Alaskans -were instrumental in whimpering at the first sign of
the negotiations are-evident in difficulty with ' the corporate
the sophisticated palitical tactic ‘structure that Mr. Castanza
that “Native leaders relied on correctly states they lobbied for.
They. realize that  they must’

- competition between the t
bodig: (House of Repr:s'enm' /tlgir/l‘arpomtiom work in order

tives and the Senate) to produce~~?0 profect their land.

a favorable Senate bill”’ Arnold, What lends a special drama to
p. 142). That such was the out- the continuing drama.of the land
come is evident in the statement - claims implementation is * that
“Of the several dozen compro- AVative shareholders are “willing
mises reached in the 29-page fo demand more of their corp-
bill, the key features were gen- orations than the average Ameri-
erally favorable to the AFN po- can s.hareholfier. They are _de-
sition” (Amold, p. 142), Last- manding a significant, continu-
ly, a rare move by sident ng role in corporate manage-
Nixon allowed the 600 delegates ment to a degree unheard of in
to the AFN convention in An.  the business world to date.

chorage on Dec. 16, 1971 If this dream is to be realized,
to vote on the act’s acéeptabu- more than a few:Native share-
ity. “Two days later, by a vote holders need.to become_familiar

. with the workings and language
OF L o 10, the Alakek et of their corporations.



