Per Cupml Dlslnbuilon
Of Land Claim Judgment

By TUM SNAFP Baifleit said he favors the pro-
Asist, Editor ’posal by the Tlingit-Haida Council

A heated controversy that has em-' headed by Andrew Hope over 4 pro-
broiled the Tlingit-Haida people of posal by a’ group headed by Ray
Southeast Alaska over how a multi- Brown,
million - dollar judgment from the! Representatlves of both groups
U.S. Government should be spent recently testified in Congress re-
was ‘dascribed here last week by ! gardingg how a judgment estimated
Senator 'E. L. (Bob) Bartlett. | at not less than $3 million nor more

And in a special interview with than $80 million should be distri-
Tundra Times, Bartlett let it bv buted among the Tiingit-Haida peo-
known that he favors one of two ple
camps into which the people are, Bartlett said the Alaska tlelega-
divided—the camp seeking p‘ntmu tion had supported a bill proposed
rather than full per capita payments‘ by the Tlingit-Haida Council which
of the judgment, would- allow roughtly 25 per cent
-———|'of the funds to be .distributed per
:capita’ and the remainder of the
funds to be used for such things as
housing; education, and future bet-
terment.

An' amendment. to.the original
Tlingit-Haida bill was required to
allow for per capita payment, he
said, because a bill passed in 1935
prohibited this.

“The situation is quite different
now. from what it was then. Now
quite a few people Have moved from
the villages intp Ketchikan and
Juneau and to Los Angeles and
other places.”

“If all the money were to be.
spent in the villages a'lot of people
who are entitled to some measure. of
assistance would gain nothing.”

An amendment to. the bill also
make a crucial change from prev-
ious procedure. Instead of the De-
partment of. Interior sitting in the
administrative . capagity, the res-
ponsibility .for distribution will be
upon the Tlingit-Haida council un-
der the administration of Congress
itself,

(Continued on Page '7)




b 0155: he placed
\ wreath o the ve of President
Kennedy in ‘rumton Natiohal
Cemetery

‘Bnrtlett sald Brown and his grallp
were “rather new on the scene’ but
tha-t he Tlingit-Hajda Councili un:
der Andrew, Hope ad” ‘been fwurk
ing on the meastire for some time,

P.ecently, Brown and meémbérs of
his group have appesred bn TV in
Juneau propounding full per: capi
diatributlon o! the clajm mtmey,

’I‘.he Court df Claims
down a judgment in 1949 in favor of
the: Tlingit-Haida for the taking of
‘the: prineipal parts ot Soumeust
Ahska e |

"It is a very. unusual sltuatlon
Most claim’ eases that ‘have: béen
found in'favor of Indiatis have been
.becauge of the 1z g
land later judg' ag.t [ 3

“Ini’this ‘sithation wtaétlcally
the Tand ‘was placed in the Tongass
National Forest held by the United
States: Neverthzless, the colint heié,
and T believe wisely that ’lhls ‘was
‘equivalent to'‘the taking of their
Broperty,” :Bartlett 1 ey

I ‘o't think .that Congress” it
‘ever go for 100 per-cent. per ‘capital
distributior,” Bartlett stressed.

“That opinion was vaiced by the
chairman of the subcommittee in
the Senate, Lee: Metcal, ‘of Montang,
and 1 think this: would go acress
the board.”

“It might be politically advisable
for 'me to go for the per.capita - dis-
tribution,” but I will not' because
T do not think it wise.
4T am confidént the people of the
cailber of ‘Andrew Hope, and others_
"on the council will prevaii and will
‘be able to convmce the people that
it /is best that sorhe of ‘the money
i leff for the advancement of ‘the
’].)eople later.”




