
sesfleaririffsonhmmis kS Heartngs on Mdil
alaskasalanskas senator ted stevens

has urged the chairman of the
senate laborlamorandlaborandLaborandand public welfare
committee senatorralphSenator Ralph yar-
borough 13 texas to initiate
hearings on a review of the entire
scopescopp of the indian health ser-
vice programs

the indian health service is
a vitali part of alaskasalanskas health

carecard system it represents ap-
proximately one third of ourouf
states hospital delivery system
for health careandiscare andis absolutely
eessential lo10 atheaheihe wellbeingwell beibeingng of
alaskasalanskas natives senator ste-
vens said

the alaska republican stated
he was becoming increasingly
concerned over the viability of

theprogramthe program Hhee saidsaiid hhee hhasas been
receiving letters from the state
expressing aak severe financial
strainsfriinseriin on thetii comffiuncommunityaffyffy hospi-
tals

hospi-
ttal s who take partpirt inin anandd depend

1

on the conticontractact medicalftiedical- ccarea e
programpr0gram of indian health ser-
vice

x

thefhe personnel ceilingcei ing under
which the indian health service
is operating is causing a severeasevere
staffing shortageshortages stevens sasaidid
he added A 0potential0ten ilal person-
nel morale problem which could
reach serious proportions and
affect the quality of health care
delivered is developing

stevens also informed the
committee chairman that con-
structionst of indian health hos-
pitals and health centers in alas-
ka was not proceeding fast
enough

the boom city of fairbanks
is planning the construction of
an urgently needed new hospital
with EDA hiuhill burton state and
local funds but unless PL s866-
151 funds are made available by
a supplementalsupplementaf appropreapproprappropriationia

i tion
this year for the indian health
service the native community of
over 3000 will continue to have
to go without access to indian
health service hospital facilities
stevens said


