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TRAINING FOR STUDYS1UDYSNJDY - ResidentsRllldentsRsidents from 10 rurural. ''ililvillavillages.*** cam*Iftlcams* tto thethe-
Univ.rsity

the-
Unw.JtyUniversityUnw.JtyUnwJtyUniv.rsityUnivrsity.. of AlaAlaska..,. FairbanksF.lrbankaFlrbanka. recentlyrac.ntlyracntly. to traintr.lntrln. for 1mimportantportent rolrolnrole. in a. ItUdy-
of

studyItUdystudy-
ofof thethlth.ff.etsthff.etsthffets. .affactsIfftcU. of televisiont.levlsiontlevlsiontd.vlsiontdvlsion. . on nawnew rurrural" .,audiencesaudi.ncesaudincescUences.:. From laftleft , ruralrufll rasklantresidentresident-
Rodney

resident-
RodneyRodntyRodney TfckettTickettTidk.ttTidktt. confersconfen with UA,.rasaarchar.rctwrctwresearcher OrDr. JamasJames OrvikOfYlktkvik. Continuing ,,
ruralrufll rasidantsr.ntsrntsresidents. (seatedlilted ) Buddy PastrikoffPtstrikoffPestrikoff .and.ndnd Dorothy LeaLitLee look 0ovarover" matermaterials-
with

materials""
with Dr . LarryLerry Gooding . UA rasaarcharr.cherrcherresearcher. ., standingIUndl ", behind .

(UA photo by EvanEVIREven BrackenBr.ckenBrcken. )'

FAlRBANKS-ElevenFAlRBANKSElevenFAIRBANKS-ElevenFAIRBANKSFAIRBANKS--Eleven--- ' ruralrural-

resi&nts

rural-

residentsresidentsresi&ntsresints& .' came
,
to thehe .,.UniversityUniversityUniversity-

or
University-

ofofor Alaskaska , FFairbanks.t.rbantrban ''rrrecentlycent1y toto-

traIn

to-

traintrain for . important.bnportantbnportant'' rolesroJes *.+ #1-

study

Jn11an aa-

studystudy which beganbegarilinI- 'nI-n1' January inin-

their

in-

theirtheir villagesplages ..

The study mmonitors.n.ltorsnltors socialsocial-

and

social-

andand bbehavioralhavioral (changeshanges in 1010-

fUrat

10-

ruralruralfUratruralcommunitiescommunities after state-

1ponsored
statestate-*-.

"

"sponsoredsponsored1ponsored televisltelevisionn broadcastsbroadcasts-

begin

broadcasts-

beginbegin . UA researchers involvedinvolved-

inin the project , Drs . NormaNorma-

Forbes

Norma-

ForbesForbes , Larry Gooding and-

James

and-

James
and

James OrvikOnik , said the new tele ¬.

vision audiences present aa-

unique

a-

uniqueunique opportunity to study thethe-

effecta

the-

effectseffecteffectaeffects* ofor television .

Funded by the NationalNational-

Science

National-

ScienceScience Foundation , the study isis-

based

is-

basedbased on data collectedconected by thethe-

J1J111 rural residents . At the recentrecent-

UA

recent-

UAUA training workshop , theythey-

Jt2med

they-

learnedlearnedJt2med techniques to make dede-

tailed

de-

tailed

de-de¬-

tailed observations of chOdren-

and

childrenchOdrenchildren-

andand to conduct interviews withwith-

adults

with-

adultsadults .

They Ilireliveie in Cape Pole , WhaleWhale-

Pass

Whale-

PassPass , AkhiokAkhlok , Old HarborHuborIlarbor , HolyHoly-

Cross

Holy-

CrossCross , Anvik , ShagelukSlugeluk , Grayl-

irB

GraylGrayl-¬.-

ingirB , Ambler and Buckland .

These are the communitiescommunities-
selected

communities-
selectedselected for study with the aidaid-

of
aid-

ofof the TelecommunicationsTelecommunications-
Committee

Telecommunications-
CommitteeCommittee of the AlaskaAlaska-

Federation

Alaska-

FederationFederation of Natives .

ObservationsObservatims and interviewsinterviews-

inin the villagesviUages began early lastlast-

month

last-

monthmonth . Orvik explained data isis-

being

is-

beingbeing collected before the tele-

vision

teletcletele-¬.-

visionvisim turn-onturnontum-ontum-- date (scheduledscheduled-

for

scheduled-

forfor mid-JanuarymidJanuary- ) . AnotherAnother-

collection

Another-

collectioncollection period and perhaps a-

third

a-

third

a

third will follow in the springspring-

andor
spring-

andorand/orandor/ fall.. The information wilJ-

then

willwilJwill-

thenthen be correlated to determinedetermine-

changes

determine-

changeschanges corresponding to thethe-

television

the-

televisiootelevisiontelevisioo incluenceincIuence .

The researchersresearchen willwiD use thethe-

infonnation

the-

informationinformationinfonnation to lookJook at threethree-

categories

three-

categoriescategories of effects . These areare-

the

are-

thethe active ,. replace and holistic-

effects

holistic-holisticholistic-

effects

holistic-

effects

-

effects . Each scientist is respon-
silk

responsresJXnsrespons-) ¬'-

ibleitleilk for a separate component..

Forbes ' area is the activeactive-

effects
active-

effectseffects . These are the effectseffects-

which

effects-

whichwhich the contents of thethe-

medium

the-

mediummedium ( television ) have onon-

viewers

on-

viewersviewers ' lives . Much of her work

will focus on00 childrendilldren ,. iti-

Active

i-

Active

t-

AcfiveActiveAcfive effecteffectleffects* can be seenen In-

imitation
inin-

imitationimitation by clchildrenldren of whatwlutwhat-

they

wlut-

theythey see onon'tont' televisionlemon ., 'ThereWJhere"There" isis-

I
is-

aaI considerableconsiderable amount ofor datadata-

indicatingdicindicatingting that viewing violentviolent-

T.V

violent-

T.YT.VTVT.YTY. . Increases ..-aggressive
a-
ggressiveaggressive and-

'violent

and-

'violent

and
'violent'violent action in childrenthOdren ,"

Forbes said .

She adds that viewing pro-

social

pro-propro-

social

.--

social behavior such as sharingsharing-

and

sharing-

andand helping seems to have aa-

positive

a-

posltivpositivposltivpositive? effect ,. increasing thatthat-

type

that-

typetype of behavior . The childrenchildren-

Will

children-

willwill be observed in natural setset-

tings

set-

tings

set-set¬-

tings , Ikelielike the playground .

The second component , re-

placive

re-

placive

re-rereoreo-

placive

-

placive effects , will be soughtsought-

through

sought-

throughthrough extensive intemews-

with

interviewsintemewsinterviews-

withwith adults in the community .

As the word suggests , thesethese-

effects

these-

effectseffects are the behaviorsbehaYion whichwhich-

are

which-

areare dropped or replaced by tele-

vWoo

tele-

vision

teletele-¬-

visionvWoo viewing .

'"'It'sIts"t'stsIt's' the community inter-

active

interinter-¬.-

active patterns that I'llIllI'UIU' be inIn-

terested

In-In¬.-

terested in ," said Gooding .,

''VWtVWt'VisitingVisiting'VisitlrigVisitlrig patterns . FriendshipFriendship-

patterns

Friendship-

patternspatterns .:"' The researchersresearchen think-

some

think-

some

think

some behaviors will conflict oror-

compete

or-

competecompete with television . InIn-

other

In-

otherother words , they can'tcant' be donedone-

while

done-

whilewhile a person watches tele-

vision

tele-

vision

teletele-¬-

vision .

An example of a competitivecompetitive-

behavior

competitive-

behaviorbehavior , Gooding said ,. wouldwould-

be

would-

bebe going to the movies . This11us

ImportantimportantImportantsocWimportantsocialsocialsocWsocWadjvitysocialactivityactivityadjvity in ''the-

rilJages

the'thethe-

villagesvillagesrilJages:occursoccun at the ''samesamelamesame ttimetime-

television

ee-

televis1mtelevisiontelevis1m willwiu bebebeavailable
"

available . riterileriteIHe I,

explains a drop in mmoviemoviee atten-

dmce
attenatten-¬-

dancedmce will be !sgnJsignificantcan t , sincesince-

this

since-

thisthis isIi aI communal activity whdewhitewhilewhile-

televisirn

white-

televisiootelevisiontelevisiootelevisirn is viewed in aI more-

Isolated

more-

isotsed
rnoremore

isolatedisotsed environment..

The third component , holisUc-

effects

holisticholisUcholistic-

effectseffects , will again focus(OCU $ mainlymainly-

onon childrenchUdren . OrvikOrvilc explains the-

search

the-

search

the

search for these effects asks thethe-

question

the-

questionquestionquestionlOts"MIslOts"IsIs it ( television ) ,

changing the whole person overover-

aa period of time ?!" Helie said thesethese-

effects

these-

effectseffects come in small incrementsintrementsincrements-

and
intrements-

andand may take place over a longlong-

time

long-

timetime . This may affect the ageage-

and

age-

andand extent to which a chUd's-

sense

child'schildschUd'schUdschild's-

sense

'

sense of freedom and Indepen-

dence
indtpen-

dence
indepenindtpen-indtpenIndepen-¬-

dence is establishedestabl d .

Helie speculspeculatedted that the wayway-

children

way-

childrenchildren learn criticalclitia) living skillsskills-

such

skills-

suchsuch as hunting , filingfwingflung and foodfood-

p

food-

preparationppreparationparation may be incerrupted-

These

interruptedincerruptedinterrupted-

TheseThese are skillsskiklk relatedrelaced toCo thethe-

p

the-

preservationppreservationservattoo of culture Helie hashishas-

no
his-

nono predictionpredictton which way thesethese-

things

these-

thingsthings wwillll go when teleVISIo-

ncomes

televisiontelevision-

comescomes . ""ItItOIlt may take aalonglong timetime-

for

time-

forfor television to have an effecteffat; intoin-

this

to-

thISthis regardreprd .
"

The study is funded for 11-

months

171117-

monthsmonths . OrvikOrvikrvik said the reportsreports-

will

reports-

willwill disguise the identityadentity ofof-

Individuals

of-

individualsindividuals and villages to ensureensure-

confidentiality

ensure-

confidentialityconfidentiality


