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teachers is that they have com-
pleted a teacher training pro-
gram approved by the Teacher
Education Certification ~Advi-
sory Board (TECAB).

The purpose of the confer-
ence is to discuss possible
changes in regulations for cer-
tifying teachers.

profession for no good reason,”

he said.

Overstreet said his goal was to
the procedures from
becoming more restrictive and
possibly make them more open
to people who have expertise

. but little or no college training.

He said this would not prevent
rural Alaskans from hiring poor
teachers sympathetic to their
needs, but he concluded, “I'd
put more faith in the judgement
of local Ry

Alth: expressing sym-
pathy for Native people who

Book Cooksey, also of NEA -
Alaska, said teachers want to be
certified by people in the teach-
ing profession. Van Houte and
Cooksey said they do not want
to exclude Natives teachers

the profession. Both criti-
cized the University of Alaska
for failing to do this.

The Alaska Federation of
Natives, realizing that such an
issue can’t be solved overnight,
is urging that a task force with
equal representation from all

interested tmies be.set bp 10

study ce tion. A spokesman
for the group said there are
widespread fears that NEA
wants to control the certifica-
tion | of teachers only to benefit
teachers, NEA ' represents
teachers in labor negotiations.

The federation is also push-
ing a procedure to certify para-
professional  instructors. This
would protect positions held by
bilingual teachers who might

stringent i

It is not certain how, or even
if, the Department of Education.
will choose to amend its certi-
fication regulations. "Although
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conference  participants  last
week did not indicate hard line
positions | on the issue, one .
member of the state Board of
Education seemed to read
between the lines, commenting,
“P'm sure. it may be hot.”




