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nurse mary fontaine checks on one ofofterher little patients who is in an isolette photo by morrisnorris klesman

baby boom

hospital to expand maternity unit
by jill mcguire
for the tundra times

due to an unexpected baby boom
among the native population ofofficialsricials
at the alaska native medical center
in anchorage have announced plans
for the expansion and renovation of its
maternity and nursery units

according to dr richard mon
sanger the centers director renova-
tiont of the native hospitals obstetrics
unit is scheduled to begin in march
completion is expected by june at a

cost of 425000
the plans call for the addition of

four patient areas along with the ex-
pansion of the nursery the materni-
ty unit currently has a 12 bed capacity

while construction is taking place
obstetrics patients and the nursery will
be temporarily housed on the third
floor of the medical center

As it stands now we frequently
have to send our maternity patients
across town to the two other
hospitals said monsangerMonsanger

the expansion and renovation will
enable us to handle the anticipated

volume of obstetrics patients from the
bush and the anchorage service
area

the plans for expanding the mater-
nity unit come at a time of an increas-
ing birthrate among the native
POPpopulationalationulationulation

the anchorage service unit record-
ed 83 births in the month of october
marking one of the highest monthly
birth counts in recent years according
to pauline phillips public affairs of-
ficer for the alaska area native
health service


