State, fef:dag’
agencies sign
wildlife pact

The heads of two state and three
federal government ugencies have
signed i memorandum of understan-
ding for cooperative nctivities on a
2. 3-million-scre Fish and Wildlife
Arca, mostly within the Chugach Na-
tianal Forest

The agreement will allow the agen-
cies involved 1o consolidate  past
pgreements, (o promote continued
cooperation and to coordinate future
planming elfors and projects.

Waorking 1ogether will help reduce
wiv overlnp in stute wind federal func-
ticns, save money and use the existing
expertise of the five agencics 1o meel
mutual gouls and objections, officials
said.

Mike Novy, Chugach National
Forest fish and wildlife staff officer
atidd, You cannot dsolate fish ond
wildlife Trom their  environment;
therefore, when trying 1o manage land
or fish und wildlife, close coordina-
ton s essential between  land
managers and fish and  wildlife
administrators. "’

For instance, the Forest Service will
coordinate with the other four agen
cres when planning and implementing
National Forest projects on the Cop-
per River Delw

The Forest Service will continue to
ussist the LS. Fish and Wildhfe Ser-
vice i conducting migratory  bird
surveys, and help the Alaska Depan-
ment of Fish & Game in banding
peese, determining goose nest success
and conducting studies on the dusky
Canada goose predation by bhrown
bears, hirds and covoles

ADF&G and the Forest Service will
join forces in fertilizing lokes, wwd
developing groundwater spawning und
rearing improvements for salmon




