Interior extends
ANWR deadline
for comments
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The ULS, Depariment of Interior has
decided 1o allow 1wo weeks of addi-
nonal thime Tor comments on 4 drall
report on proposed ol exploranon m
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

The exiension of the Jan. 21
deadline had been requested by Gov
Steve Cowper, and spokesmen for the
povernir had spid the request was
demied. But Interior officinls apparent-
v reversed themselves.

Fhose who wish 10 send written
comments on the report now have until
Febh. 6. Comments should be sent to
11}; lI!Jf - Tﬂwlﬂﬂlﬂm ;

vision nl,
2343 Main Interlor Building, 18th
und C Streets, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20240,

Also requested by Cowper were (wo
additional public hearings in Alaska on
the report, besides those held in An-
chorage and Kaktovik. In o Dec. 29
letter to Interior Secretary Donald
Hodel, Cowper asked that additional
hearmgs be held in Fairbanks and Arc-
tic Village. Those hearings will not be
held,

Congress will be considering this
year whether the coastal plain of the
wildlife refuge ought to be opencd for
ol and gas explomtion, development
and production, The ANWR repornt
states there is substantial ofl and gos
potential in the coastal plain.



