Alaskn Sen, Ted Stevens has in-
troduced legislation which would
create & nutional commission on Ag
quired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
— AIDS — 1o evaluate existing efforts
o prevent and treat the divease and
make recommendations o the
president.

Under the Stevens legislation, the
commission would be charged with

oStwdying AIDS research anmd cur-
rent health care efforts

‘Etlul.tump,lng government  and
private groups o become involved in
domestic and imernational  AIDS
Progrims.

*Examimng the employment, hous-
ing and insurance  problems en
countered by AIDS victims.

The commission also would study
the legal and ethical issues rased by
the discase

The bill calls for the commission o
repont 1o Congress and the president
within 18 months of the legisiation's
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cnactment

The report would recommend
legislation and sdminisirative actions
designed o help prevent amd treal
AIDS, educate the public, assist in-
dividual victims and coordinale the
tederal government’'s AIDS funding
ellors.

I lelt unchecked. the presem
AlIDS epidemic will become a
vatastrophe, " Stevens sand. “"More
than ane in every 10 Amernicans may
become infected in the foresecable
lutire unless we thke mmediote gc-
im

Stevens  sand that while several
lederal agencies und the Army are in-
volved in AIDS research, their elforts
contlid be enhanced by greater involve-
mem of the academic commumity and
the private sector.

The commuission also would study
the effect AIDS has had on the armed
forces, including the impact on recrui-
iment and retention.




