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"" """LandLand bank means no taxes -

Most people have heard aboutabout-
pu

about-

puttingputtingpu ttmg money inm a bank to getget-

interest
get-

mterestinterestmterest But the Alaska LandLandsLands-

Act
Lands-

ActAct allows NativeNallve landownerlandownerslandowners-
toto put their land into a ""bankbank"
andandavoIdavoid property taxes , landland-

condemnatIOn
land-

condemnationcondemnation ,. or court seIZures-
Once

seizuresseizures-
OnceOnce land selections of-

Nallve
of-

Native
of

NativeNallve vvillagelage corporations , rere-

gional
re-

gional
re-re¬-

gional corporations ,. or groupsgroups-
have

groups-
havehave been conveyed to the cor-

poratIon
cor-

poration
corcor-¬-

poration or group , the lands nono-

longer
no-

longerlonger belong to the FederalFederal-

government
Federal-

governmentgovernment The lands areare-

pnvate
are-

pnvateprivatepnvate lands whichwhichmaymay be soldsold-

or

sold-

or01or taxed likehke any other pnvate-
lands

privatepnvateprivate-
landslandsnds inm AlaskaAlaska-

According
Alaska-

According
Alaska-

AccordmgAccordingAccordmg to the Alaska Na-

t.ve
Na-

tive
NaNa-Na¬-

tivet.vetve. Claims Settlement Act of
1971971] ,., undeveloped NativeNallve landslands-

cannot
lands-

cannotcannot be taxed for a periodpenod ofof-

twenty
of-

twentytwenty years The twenty-yeartwentyyeartwentyyear-
period

twentyyear-
period

-

period beginsbegms from the date thatthat-

the
that-

thethe corporatIOn or group re-

ceives

reore-rereo-

celVes

-

celVesceives an mteruninterim conveyance oror-

patent

or-

patentpatent to the lands However ,.,

after twenty years the lands maymay-

be
may-

bebe taxedlaxed The land may bebe-

t"ed
be-

taxedtaxedt"edted" immediately if itII is devel-

oped
devel-

oped
develdevel- ¬-

oped or leased AtAI any timetune the-

lands
the-

lands
the

lands may be soldsold-

Many
sold-

Many
sold-

ManyMany Native corporations

have no interestmterest in111 developingdevelopmg aa-

lot
a-

lotlot of their land , and CongressCongress-

felt
Congress-

felt. . . .c.icifeltc.i'airIt was unfair--'air'airair' to be taxed onon-

land
on-

landland that was left natural andand-

wIld

and-

wildwild . So , one of the majormajor-

pnonties
major-

pnonuesprioritiespnonuespnonties of the AlaskaAlas/C.aAlasC.aAlasC.aCa/. Federa-

lIon
Federa-

tion
FederaFedera-¬-

tionlIon of Natives duringdunng Congres-

sional
CongresCongres-Congress-

IOnal
-¬-

sional considerationconSlderalIon of the Alas-

ka
AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
-¬-

ka Lands Act was to developdevelop-

some
develop-

somesomesome kindkmd of mechanismmechanlSJf1 to propro-pro-
tect

pro-
tect

-¬

tect undeveloped NativeNallve landslands-

from
lands-

fromfrom forced judicial sale andand-

from
and-

fromfrom taxationtaxallon after the twenty-
year

twenty-
year

twenty-
year

twenty-twenty-

year tax moratoriummoratonum penodperiod exex-

pires
ex-ex¬.-

pires . At the same timetune thethe-

State
the-

StateState of Alaska recognized thatthat-

effective
that-

effectiveeffective land-uselanduse- planning de-

pends
dede-de-

pends
--

pends upon a strong cooperatIVe-

management
cooperativecooperative-

managementmanagementnt system for State ,

Federal andd NativeNallve Lands ,.

Congress agreed with both ofof-

these
of-

thesethese Ideas the importanceunportance ofof-

protecting
of-

protectmgprotectmgprotecting Native land , and thethe-

importance
the-

ununimportanceportance s of a strong coopera-

gement
cooperat-

IVe
coopera-

tive
coopera-coopera -

tIVe managementgement system . ItIt-

combined

It-

combmedcombinedcombmed both ideas intomto oneone-

the
one-

thethe Alaska Land Bank Program-

While

programprogram-

WhIleWhile the program appliesapphes toto-

nds
allall-

lands

all-

lands

"

-ndsndslands' - inm Alaska , there are prparti-

cular
parti-parti-parti-

cular

-

cularlar advantages for NativeNallve Iland-

owners
land-

owners
land-land; -

owners
ownersA

A NatIve corporalloncorporation ., group

or person who has received Ilmd-

as

landIlmdland-

asas a result of the Alaska NatIve-

Claims
NativeNative-

ClaimsClaims Settlement Act maymay-

enter
may-

enterenter intomto a cooperative manage-

ment
manage-

ment
managemanage-¬-

ment agreement with either thethe-

State
the-

StateState of Alaska or the FederalFederal-

government
Federal-

governmentgovernment , depending uponupon-

where
upon-

wherewhere the NativeNallve land is located .

To enter intomto an agreement thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative landowner must agree to '

1J . Not sellsen , assignasstgI1 or mort-

gage

mortmort-¬.-

gage the lands which are partpart-

of
part-

ofof the program , or develop oror-

improve
or-

unproveimproveunprove the lands except aasas-

proVided
as-

providedprovided inm the cooperativecooperatIVe-

management
cooperative-

managementmanagement agreement .

2 . Manage the lands in aa-

manner
a-

mannermanneranner compatiblecompallble with thethe-

management
the-

managementmanagement plan , If any , forfor-

the
for-

thethe adjoiningadjommg Federal or State-

lands
State-

lands
StatiState

lands . ThIs requIrement doesdoes-

not
does-

notnot permit the FederaFederaFederal! gov-

ernment
gov-

ernment
gov-gov-

ernment or State of Alaska toto-

require
to-

requirerequire a Native landowner toto-

grant
to-

grantgrant publicpubltc access on oror-

across
or-

acrossacross its lands .

3 . Allow reasonreasonable= bl accessa <- ,- hubyby-

officers
by-

officersofficers of the SS-

for
State of AlaskaAlaska-

for
Alaska-

forfor purposes otofofconservmgofconservingconservingconservmgconserving-
fish

conservmgf-

IShfish and wildlifewildl1fe .

4 . Not withdraw its 1land:

I THETIiE DOYON REGION -"
I

National WlldJlfeWildlife RefllieRetuge SyJtemSystem ::=:
1 Arctic: NWR
2 Yukon FIFlan_ NWR

3 K.nutJKnutJKerwti. NWR
4 Koyukuk NWR
65 Innoko NWRNWR-

IIII6 NowitruoNowitne NWR
7 TotSlnTells NWRNWR-

f

NWR-

iIf

i\

\

National ParkPart SytteSystem .
8$ Yukon-Otlr1YukonOtlr1Yukon-CharityYukonCharityYukon-ChaieyChaiey--- ., RIwn-

NatioI
Rivas-

Nations
RlwnRIwnRivas

toftlonatNatioIIINations> PIIMTVPreserve"-*
0II9 WrangtH-SLWrangtHSLW.I.sLWI.sLWIsLWranpsl.StWranpslSt. -... EJJEJIoIEnsEns-

NotionalNationalNotionalnaI Parkhrtt and PP-

tO

Preserve
_

tO10 GetGatesGain of ttwtMthe ArcticAretIcArctic-

National

AretIc-

NItIoNIUnionNItIoNINational* Parkhrtt andnd PPrwrve,.",t11t CttrallDenoIIDinah NitlondNatlonolNational ParkPorkPark-

and

Pork-

andand fir-firRear-.

from the Land Bank programprogram-

Wlthoutwntten
program-

withoutwrittenwithout-writtenwithoutwrittenWlthout-wnttenWlthoutwntten- , notice to thethe-

other
the-

otherother parties to the agree ¬.

ment..
LandsLands in the Land BankBankareareare-

not
are-

notnot subject to property taxes ,

any judgement in any action at-

law

at-

law
itat

law or equityquity to recoretrecover moniesmonies-

owed
monies-

owedowed or penalties incurred byby-

any
by-

anyany Native corporation or group ,

or any officer , director or share-

holder
sl1ar-

eholder

sl1are-sl1areshare-share-

holder of any corporation oror-

group
or-

groupgroup , or to adverse posseSSIo-
nsquatter's

possessionpossession-

squatter's(squatter'ssquatters'' rightsnghts ) .

A Native land owner may inin-

clude
m-

elude
m-min-in¬-

cludeelude any or allallofof the land inin-

the
in-

thethe Land Bank . The decision onon-

how
on-

howhow much land should be inin-

cluded
in-

cluded
in-in¬-

cluded , if any , is completelycompletely-
that

completely-
thatthat of the Native landowner .

The first term of j.88e. cooperativecooperative-
agreement

cooperative-
agreementagreement must be for ten-

years
tenten-

yearsyears . Each agreement can bebe-

renewed
be-

renewedrenewed , at the option of thethe-

landowner
the-

landownerlandowner , for additionaladditional-
penods

additional-
periodspenodsperiods of five yeanyears . The re-

newal
rereore-rereo-

newal
¬-

newal process can continuecontmue inin-

definitely
m-

defmltely
m-min-in¬-

definitelydefmltely .

Lands can be withdrawn fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Land Bank program at anyany-

time
any-

ttmetimettme by the Native landowner .

Property taxes would be due

only for the term then in effect .

For example : A Native corpora-
tion

corporacorpora--¬-

tioncorporationputs some of its land into thethe-

program
the-

programprogram for an initial periodperiodperiodofofof-

d
of-

ten
of-

tenten years andd thth-

rano
then ren-renrenewsrenthe-. thethe-

agreement
the-

agreementagreement forranoanother rIVefive yeanyears .

At the end of the first year ofof-

the
of-

thethe renewrenewall agreement the NaNa-

tive
Na-Na¬.-

tive corporation decides to dede-

velop
de-

velop
de-de¬-

velop its lands . It withdraws Its-

lands
itsits-

landslands from the Land Bank propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram , but has to pay onlyoniy oneone-

year's
one-

year'syear'syears' worth of any propertyproperty-
taxes

property-
taxestaxestaxes- -,, iotnot eleven yejyeanyears .

"This"- ' - IsIs-

becau
is-

because

'

becaubecause theik > rfIrSt, t <ten.yeartenyearten-yeartenyear. , .- termterm-

of
term-

ofof the agreement had expiredexpired-

pnoJ
expired-

priorpnoipnoJprior to the decision to with-

draw
withwith-¬.-

draw the land from the LandLand-

Bank
Land-

BankBank program .

AnAll these benefits of the LandLand-

Bank
Land-

BankBank program automatically-
apply

automatically-
apply

automatically
apply to undeveloped Native-

lands
Native-

lands
Native

lands for the next three years ,

without the lands being made-

the
made-

the
made

the subject of a cooperatIVecooperatIVe-

manage
cooperative-

managementmanagemanagementagem ntt agreement.. ThisThis-

proVISIon

This-

provisionprovision was includedmcluded by ConCan ¬.
gress inm order to encourageencourage-
NatJve

encourage-
NativeNativeNatJve landowners to partiCI-

pate
partici-

pate
partici-partici-

pate in the cooperatIVe manage-

ment
manage-

ment
manage-manage -

ment program .

BurnuBureau of Land ManManagementmeDt e,
t212 Sinn NRonNational. ConrrvationConrrvation-
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