
Former state official ordered imprisoned forembezzlement-embezzlementforembezzlementfor-embezzlementfor- conviction
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Associated PressPress-

Juneau

Press-

JuneauJuneau - A formertonner statestate-

Department
state-

DepartmentDepartment of Education of-

ficial
of-

ficial
ofof-¬-

ficial was ordered Monday toto-

serve
to-

serveserve 1VA%. years in prisonprison-
followedfollowed by 3 &% years of pro-

bation
pro-

bation
propro-¬-

bation for embezzling over
$$40,00040000, from the state .

Sitka Superior Court JudgeJudge-

Duane
Judge-

DuaneDuane Craske , on temporarytemporary-
assignment

temporary-
assignmentassignment in Juneau , handedhanded-
the

handed-
thethe sentence to Greg Thies ,

who earlier this year pleadedpleaded-

nono contest to two counts ofof-

embezzlement
of-

embezzlementembezzlement .

Craske also ordered Thies ,
a formerfonner education departmentdepartment-
transportation

department-
transportationtransportation officer , to repay
$$40,57140571, - the amount ofof-

money
of-

moneymoney he was charged with-
embezzling

with-
embezzling

with
embezzling .

Thies was indicted by aa-

grand
a-

grandgrand jury last year after anan-

investigation
an-

investigationinvestigation revealed that-
while

that-
while

that
while he was employed by the-

Department
the-

Department
the

Department of Education in
1978 and 1979 , Thies used-
state

used-
state

used
state money to pay perpersonalpersonal-
bills

onalonal-
billsbills andandmakemake payments onon-

some
on-

somesome real estate holdings .

Although Thies pleaded nono-

contest
no-

contestcontest , he maintains his inno-
cence

inno-
cence

innoinno-¬-

cence and said he plans to apap-

peal
ap-

peal
ap-ap¬-

peal . His attorney has said the

appeal will challenge the legal-

ity
legal-

ity
legallegal-¬-

ity of a search ofofbankof-bankofbank--bankbank recrec-

ords
rec-rec¬.-

ords which form the basisbasis-

of
basis-

ofof the case against him . Craske-

ruled
Craske-

ruled
Craske

ruled earlier that the state-

acted
state-

acted
state

acted legally to obtain thethe-

records
the-

recordsrecords .

In court Monday , Thies toldtold-

the
told-

thethe judge : ""II continueontinue to-

maintain
to-

maintain
to

maintain my innocence in this-
matter

this-
matter

this
matter . 'I'mIm' confident I will-

prevail
will-

prevail
will

prevail at that (appellate ) levlev-

el
lev-lev¬.-

elel.."
Craske ordered Thies ' sensen-

tence
sen-

tence
sen-sen¬-

tence stayed , pending appeal .

That means Thies will remain-
free

remain-
free

remain
free until a finalfmal decision inin-

his
in-

hishis case .

The maximum sentencesentence-
Thies

sentence-
ThiesThies could have received is 11515-

years
15-

years
5

years in jail for each countcount-
and

count-
andand a fine equal to twice thethe-

amount
the-

amountamount embezzled .

District Attorney Pat Gul-

lufsen
Gul-

lufsen
Gul-Gul-.

lufsen urged a sentence of fivefive-

years
five-

yearsyears in prison followed byby-

five
by-

fivefive years probation . But dede-

fense
de-

fense
de-de¬-

fense attorney William CouncilCouncil-
said

Council-
saidsaid Thies , who has no-nonoprior-. priorprior-
record

prior-
recordrecord , should not be sent toto-

prison
to-

prisonprison .

Gullufsen said the state'sstates' inin-

vestigation
in-

vestigation
in-in¬-

vestigation revealed that ThiesThies-

embezzled
Thies-

embezzledembezzled $$40,57140571, over a per-

iod
per-

iod
perper-¬-

iod of slightly more thanthaT!. aa-

year
a-

yearyear .

Gullufsen told the judge thethe-

'prosecution
the-

'prosecution''prosecutionprosecution would have provedproved-
atat trial that state funds whichwhich-

were
which-

werewere payments for school dis-

trict
dis-

trict
disdis-¬-

trict bus contracts were depos-
ited

depos-
ited

deposdepos-¬-

ited in a bank in Juneau in a

special account..

Gullufsen said 3333checkscheckschecks-
were

checks-
werewere written on the accountaccount-
to

account-
toto pay Thies ' perspersonalnal bills ,
including electric bills , furni-

ture
furni-

ture
furnifurni-¬-

ture payments , insurance paypay-¬.-

ments on a mobile home and aa-

boat
a-

boatboat , land payments , condo-
minium

condo-
minium

condocondo-¬-

minium payments andandmortmort-
gage

mort-
gage

mortmort-¬-
gage payments on a town-
house

town-
house

town-
house

town-town-

house .


