
Same old songsongT-

heThe words were all too familiarfamularfamiliar-
They

familiar-
They

famular-
TheyThey were all too familiarfamular for anyone who has beenbeen-

Ihrough
been-

throughthroughIhrough the not-so-long-agonotsolongago-- -- -- battles to pass the AlaskaAlaska'-
Native'..aaNative'Nativetlve Claims Settlement ActAct-

They
Act-

They1Theyhey were simple words - perhaps spoken with thethe-
belief

the-
hhbeliefltef that they meant what they said But they havehave-
neen

have-
peenneenpeen said so many times before that they lead to onlyonly-
nne

only-
onenneoneonejronclusionconclusion-

The
conclwlOnconclusion,

onejronclusionTheconclwlOnfilefileThe speakers pure and simpleslmpe] ""don'tdont' want themthem-
Natives.Natives.JIIVeSJIIVeS around herehere-

The

.'

ThefheFite words were spoken at last week'sweeks' publicpubhc hear-
ing

hear-
mg

hearhear-¬-
ingmg on the land selections beingbemg made by ChugachChugac-
h"Jtle

Chugach-
Natives"Natives"Jtl\e"JtlJtle\ ' [Incnc ., the regional corporation owned by andand-

operated
and-

operatedoperated for the Natives who livehve in the ChugachChugach-
region

Chugach-
regionregionregioncmregionen

encmni. 'ts'ssis ,seekingeekmg to outamoutain the 3379,000379000379,000acres7'} ,,000000,000acresacres of landlan-
dprom"d

land-
promisedpromisedprom"dpromd" " it inm the 1971 passage of ANSCANSCAA But almostalmost-

IIID10U years have gone by and CNI hasn'thasnt' seen one acreacre-
"f

acre-
of"of"ff landIdnd

,A\landA
study ?:roup3roupgroup has been appointedappomted to come up withwith-

r

with-
recommendedrrecommendedLommended selections for Chugach The groupgroup-
Ihell

group-
itselfitseltIhellitself hashJS had problems FirstFtrst ,. the UUSS Forest Se-
rIce

Ser-

vice
SerSer-¬-

\vice\IceIce hashds been less than cooperative in workingworkmg outout-
an

out-
d1)and1)d1) agreement with CNI That is nothingnothmg new . ThatThat-
I1Jrpened

That-
happenedhappenedI1Jrpened dduringunng the first [landand claims battle and inmin-

suhseouent
m-

'lIhse'1uent'subsequent'lIhse'1uentlIhse1uentsuhseouent' BattlesDattlesBattles-
Then

Battles-
Then

Dattles-
111enThen111en ('CMCNI]'.1.111 was told to look outside the traditional-

region
traditional-

region
traditional

region because much of the region is taken up byby-

qJte
by-

statestateqJte andalld federal land TheyTIley diddtd so and then were
.cntici7edntlcl7ed.nticvednticved. for looking only for land that has a !highughhigh-
valuevaluealue Whathat did anyone expectexpect?? If CNI can'tcant' havehave-
the

have-
thethe land that it formerly livedhved on , and if CNI has toto-

look
to-

looklook outside the region , only a fool would expectexpect-
C'Ni

expect-
CNICNIC'Ni' to look at land thattha.t. had no value .

Then comes the first public hearingheanng inm CordovaCordova-
and

Cordova-
andand ,. while the tenor of the hearingheanng was more rere-

strained
re-

stramed
re-re¬-

strainedstramed than at the hearingheanng last springspnng , the under-
current

under-
current

underunder-¬-
current was the same . ""OkayOkay , NativesNattves , you can havehave-
your

have-
youryour land but not here . "

It is easy to understand the feelingsfeelmgs of CordovaCordova-

residents
Cordova-

residentsresidents who feel they are beingbemg hemmed in by CNICNI-

and
CNI-

andand other NativeNattve village corporations . But there I-
Smore

isis-

moremore there than that..

And one statement summed it all up . We won'twont' Iden-

tify
iden-

tify
idenIden-¬-

tify the person who said ""DonDon t get me wrong . If aa-

Native
a-

NativeNative person were down on the street andandneededneededneeded-

resuscitation
needed-

resuscitation( resuscitation ) 'I'dId' put my mouth over his just .likel.tkeltke anyany-

other
any-

otherother person .:'
And the other statementstatement-statement"Let'.- ""LetLet them have this landland-

and
land-

andand p ittytty soon theythey'lltheyll'11 be running everything . "

As anyone who hashat watched the civil rightsnghts battlesbattles-

Inin the South and the land claims battles here knows ,

that statement underlinesunderhnes a problem that has a namename-

that
name-

thatthat everybody knows . Prejudice and fear .

CordovaCortiova residents shouldshouldrememberremember that two ofof-

the
of-

thethe largest employers inIJ1 the communitycommuruty are NativeNative-
owne

Native-
ownedowneowned Numerous other businesses are Native owned .

So ,. Cordova residents , don'tdont' let fear do your think-

Ing

think-

ing
thinkthink-¬-

ing . Remember that the NativesNattves were there and cher-

ished
cher-

tshed
chercher-¬-

ishedtshed the land long before any white man had enteredentered-

the
entered-

thethe region .

TheyTIley have been andandalwaysalways willW1l1 be good neineighbors .

["heyheyl11eyThey" have never raped the land as people are alleg-

Ing

alleg-

ing
allegalleg-¬-

ing willwtll happen . They were the original conservationists ._

You willw1l1 not be squeezed out of your land as thethe-
Natives

the-
NativesNatives once were squeezed out of theirs . The onlyonly-
thing

only-
thmgthingthmg you have to fear is fear itself . And fear must bebe-

conquered
be-

conqueredconquered .


