
LETTERSLETTER-

SNoNo time to hedge on subsistence

It wass with dismaydISmayandand agiaglag-

itation
ag-

ltatlontationtatlon that I finishedfimshed readingreadmgreading-

your
readmg-

youryour September 30 . 1981 subsub-

sistence
sub-

slStencesistenceslStence editorialedltonal ,. enhtled-
"Umted

entitledenhtledentitled-
"United""UnitedUnited"UmtedUmted we stand Divided Ne-

fall

xeNeveve-

fallfall " Upon first readingreadmg andand-

analysIs
and-

analysisanalysis ,. it appears to havehave-

started
have-

startedstarted and ended intactmtaci AA-

closer
A-

closercloser analysis ,. though ,. rC-

vealed
re-

vealed
rerC-rCre-'¬-

vealed fundamental errors 1-

0presentatIon
in10in-

presentationpresentation and logic SuchSuch-

aa conclusion as yours - oneone-

of
one-

ofof a subjective argument basedbased-

on
based-

onon incorrectmcorrect data - must bebe-

reconSIdered
be-

reconsideredreconSIdered , or Alaska NativeNative-

people
Native-

peoplepeople will be the ones ttoto-

suffersuffer
sufferSubsistence

Subsistence ,. the substance ofof-

your
of-

youryour editonaledltonaleditorial comcommencommentsts , ISI-
Sindeed

is-

indeedindeed a ""volatilevolatile iISSue " AnAn-

event
An-

eventevent which took place Ibe-

tween

be-

tween
be-be-

tween the tune of the editoeditor-
ial

editor-
tal

editor-editor. -

laltalial and the prpresent=nt day onlyonly-

proves
only-

provesproves how volatvolatilee the issue-

of
l.SuelSueissuel.Sue-

of
!.

of subsistence really iIS YourYour-

more
Your-

moremore recenlrecent edillonedition of October
7 , 19b19811961 I includedmcluded the noticenotice-

that
notice-

thatthat the InupiatInuplat Commumty-
of

Community-
of

CommunityCommumty
of the ArcticArcttc Slope has with-

drawn
with-

drawn
with-

iwn

with-with-

drawniwn from the Alaska Federa-

n

Federa-

tion
Federa-Federa-.

liontionn of Natives ( AFNAFN)) be-

cause
be-

cause
be-

ise

be-be-

causeise they CornetcaPnotcernot be a partyparty-

to
party-

toto AFN'sAFNs' subsistence positionposltton .

And yet inm your earlierearher edl-

tonal
edt-

tonal
ediedl-edledt-edt¬-

tonal you pointedpomted out AFN'sAFNsAFN's-

need
AFN's-

need

'

needij to continuecontmue to remaremain-

"banded
remamremainremam-

"banded""bandedbandednH.HnHH. ttthertogether.--therther " and to taketake-

aa ""umtedumted"unitedunited itandstand , " as inm thethe-

days
the-

daysdaysys of the pre-AlaskapreAlaska- Nahve-

Claims
NativeNahveNative-

ClaimsClaims, ..jimsjims Settlement Act of 19711971-

ANCSA
1971-

ANCSA(ANCSA ) . You stated , in10 youryour-

September
your-

SeptemberSeptemberiber 30 editonaledllonaleditorial ,. thatthat-

Alaska
that-

AlaskaAlaska> NativeNattve groups shouldshould-

"contact
should-

"contact""contactcontact AFN withwtth ideas , notnot-

with
not-

withwith notificationsnolificattons of with-

drawal
with-

drawal
withwith-¬-

drawal ..""
The ""TundraTundra Times " shouldshould-

know
should-

knowknow that the Natives ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska were not always umfied-

dunng
unifiedumfiedunified-

duringduringdunng the congressional jug-

ANCSA

jug-
gling

jug-
gliog

jug-jug-

glioggling days that endedended-

ANCSA
ended-

ANCSA
endedmm

ANCSA.. The InupiatsInuplats of thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcttcArcticArcttc Slope , to which II-

proudly

I-

proudlyproudly trace my hentageheritage .,

have hlStoncailyhistorically dISagreed withwith-

AFN
with-

AFNAFN on key istpesISIIIesisytes andandatiatat-

crucialcrucialcructal times . The InupiatsInuplatsInupiat: of

the Arctic Slope temporanly-
wuhdrew

temporarilytemporanlytemporarily-
withdrewwithdrewwuhdrew {fromrom the AFN dunng-

the
duringdunngduring-

thethe final drivednve for a settlement ,

with the feelingfeefmg that thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposedproposedsettlementsettlement wasn'twasntwasn't-

equitable
wasn't-

equitable

'

equitable enough ImportantImportant-
changes

Important-
changeschanges were made in10 AFN'sAFNsAFN's-

positIOn
AFN's-

position

'

position ,. allowingallowmg the Arctic-

Slope
Arctic-

Slope
Arctic

Slope Native Association toto-

reJom

to-

rejoinrejoinreJom AFNAFN-

The
AFN-

The
AFN-

TheThe InupiatsInuplats have alwaysalways-

been
always-

beenbeen ahead of theirthelt timettme ,.

and we are againagam . Now is notnot-

the
not-

thethe time to hedge and com-

promise
com-

promtse
comcom-¬-

promisepromtse An all-outallout-- push forfor-

stronger
for-

strongerstronger subsistence laws ,., allall-

fair
all-

faufairfau to Alaska Natives , shouldshould-

be
should-

bebe made , and the AFN , thethe-

"vOIce

the-

"voice""voicevoice "" for Alaska NativesNattves ,.

should take the lead .

Not only are Natives tradi-

tionally
tradl-

ttonally
traditradl-tradltradi-¬-

tionallyttonally divideddtvlded at key times ,.

we are not unitedumted now IfIf-

anything
If-

anythmganythinganythmg , AFN is goinggomg to havehave-

to
have-

toto present both theirthelt mare-

moderate
more-

moderate
moremare

moderate position as high-

level

high-

level

lugh-

level
high-highlugh-lugh-

level NativeNauve bureaucrats , andand-

also
and-

alsoalso the ""commoncommon |person'spersons' "

viewpointvlewpomt AFN needs a. multi-

ple
multt-

pIe
multt-multtmulti-multi-

pieple level position truly repre-

sentaUve
repre-

sentative
repre-reprer.v-

sentativc
r.v-r.v. --

sentativcsentaUvesentative of Alaska NativesNauvesNatives-

Just
Nauves-

JustJust isas the Black people's-
National

people's-
Nauonal

people'speoples'

NationalNauonal AssociationSSOClaUon for thethe-

Advancement
the-

AdvancementAdvancement of Colored PePe-

ople
Pe-

ople
Pe-Pe¬-

ople ((NAACPNAACP ) mustmusl bebecomcom-

posed
com-

posed
comcom-¬-

posed of a mesh of viewpointsvlewpomtsvlewpomts-
m

viewpoints-
ininm order to be truly represen-

tative
represen-

tatlVe

represenrepresen-¬-

tativetatlVe , so must the AFN II-

reahze
I-

realizerealizereahze the lineIme must be drawndrawn-

somewhere
drawn-

somewheresomewhere inm order to retainretamretain-

effectiveness
retam-

effectIVenesseffectiveness , but it11 is obob-

VIOUS

ob-

vious
ob-ob¬-

vious that now is not the timettme .

I further believebeheve that thethe-

Inupiat
the-

InuptatInupiatInuptat CommunityCommumty of the Arc-

Uc
ArcArc-¬-.

ticUc Slope shouldshouldsustamshouldsustainsustainsustam itsIts-

stance
its-

stancestance of non-participationnonparticipationnon-parhclpaUonparhclpaUon- inmin-

the
m-

thethe Alaska FederationFederauon of NaNa-

Uves

Na-

tives
Na-Na¬-

tivesUves untilunhl the federahon-
proves

federationfederahonfederation-
provesproves its nexlbflexibilitylty to acceptaccept-

ideas
accept-

tdeasideastdeas by expandngexpandingexpanding, its posi-
tron

p0SI-
tion

posip0SI-p0SIposi--¬-

tiontron .

We are at a crucial time In ourour-

hIStory
our-

historyhistory ,. which the """TundraTundra"Tundra-
Times

"Tundra-
TunesTimesTunes " and the AFN hivehave onlyonly-

superfiCIally
only-

superficiallysuperficially addressed . TheThe-

majonty
The-

majoritymajoritymajonty of NativesNaUves , I feel ,
do not know that it states In-

blackandwlute
inin-

blackandwhiteblack-and-whiteblackandwhiteblack-and-wlutewlute-- - in the annalsannals-

of
annals-

ofof Congress a law of utmost

importance ""AllAll aboriabongmalaboriginal| IItiII-

tiles
ti-

tilestiles , ifIfanyany ,. and claims uiofof-

abonginal
of-

aboriginalaboriginalabonginal titleUtle in10 Alaska basedbased-

on
based-

onon use and occupancy , includmcludinclud-

ing

includ-

inging109 submerged land undemeatlundemeailundemeatl-
all

undemeail-
allall water areas , both inlandmlandinland-

and
mland-

andand offshore ,. and includingmcludmgincluding-

any
mcludmg-

anyany aboriginalabongmal huntinghuntmg or fishfish-

inging109 nghtsrights that may exist ,. areare-

hereby
are-

herebyherebyherebyextmgutshedherebyextinguishedextinguishedextmgutshed "

So reads SectionSeeUon 4 , PartPart-

C

Part-

C( C ) of the Alaska Native ClaimsClaunsClaim-
sSettlement

Clauns-

SettlementSettlement Act of 19711971l'ubltc1971lubltc1971l'ubltc-
Law

, 'Public-

Law
Public

'-
Law 92-2039220392.2039220392-203-

-9- 220- 3

92203The-. The Alaska legislegis-

lature
legis-

laturelature responded by enactingenactmgenacting-

the
enactmg-

thethe State Subsistence ActAct-

The
Act-

TheThe repeal of the state'sstates' sub-

a

sub-

sistence
sub-sub-.

slStencesistence laws is now the aunaim ofof-

a

of-

aa group of Alaskans , ;and IIitII-

tS

it-

isistS in10 response to thistlus pmprespres-

sure
pres-

suresure that AFN has developeddeveloped-

aa positionposlhon .

The steps to be made toto-

allevIate

to-

alleviateallevIate the burden on AlaskaAlaska-

Natives
laskalaska-

NativesNatives are two-foldtwofold- . First , wewe-

do

we-

dodo need to ddevelop' a united-

front
uruteduniteduruted-

front

'

front that is more encompas-

sing

encompasencompas- ¬.-

singslOg inm scope - the InupiatInuplatInupiat-

community

Inuplat-

commumtycommunitycommumty has once againagamagain-

demonstrated
agam-

demonstrateddemonstrated this to be truetrue-

Second
true-

SecondSecond , we must realize thatthat-

the

that-

thethe federal government , con-

hat
con-

trary
con-concon-

trary
---

trary to whathat it and the StateState-

of
State-

ofof Alaska beltevebelieve , has a trusttrust-

responsib

trust-

responsibilityresponsibresponsibilityny greater than thethe-

state's
the-

state'sstate'sstates' subsistence laws or lacklack-

of
lack-

ofof them .

I alsoalsobelieve-'-believebelievebeheve thatthatusthis/usus!/ fedfed-

eral

fed-

ponsibOity
fed-fed-.

eral trust responSlDihtyresponsibilityponsibOity is eveneven-

greater

even-

greatergreater than the Alaska NativeNative-

Claims
Native-

ClaimsClaimsims Settlement Act ._ An actact-

so
act-

so
act-

soso damagingdamagmg should and mustmust-

come
must-

comecome up for the optionophon ofof-

repeal

of-

repealrepeal or major modification-
Those

modlficatlomodificationnn-

ThoseThose NallveNative corporations notnot-

wanting
not-

wantingwanting such an option cancan-

let

can-

letlet their intent be knownknown-

Those

known-

ThoseThose NttiveNative corporationscorpot1ltions thatthat-

want

that-

wantwant such aranan., option , that of-

rejecting

of-

rejecting

of

rejecting the tenetstenet, of ANCSAANCSA-

and
ANCSA-

andand regainingregammgregammgWabongmal""aboriginalaboriginalWabongmal hunt-

ing
hunthunt-¬.-

ing109 indand fishingftshing nghtsnghurights " andand-

having

and-

havinghaving existing land title set upup-

in

up-

inin a ""permanentpermanent"pennanentpennanent fund " typetypeofof-

land

of-

land

of

land bank ( this parfWpartial remedyremedy-

has

remedy-

hashas already been dISCussed )

can have such an optionoption-

In
option-

In
option-

inIn any case , the people shouldshould-

Continued
should-

Continued
should-

Continued(Continued on011 PipPapPage Six )



Subsistence letterCo-

ntinued

tetterlettertetterCo-

ntinued(Continued from Page Two )

decide , not the corporate lead-

ers

lead-

who

lead-lead-.

ers , bankers and consultantsconsultants-
who

consultants-
whowho receive andiIJIdend spend thethe-

money

the-

moneymoney lhatihatthat represents ourour-

land
our-

landland .

In the end , one major subsis-

tence
subsissubsis-subsis-

tence
-¬-

tence law is not the Issue ,.

it is onlyomy symptomatic of anan-

ominous

an-

ominousominous problem . We need toto-

look
to-

tooklooktook towardstowardschangingchanging ANCSAANCSA-

inin order to protect our ""abong-

inal

"abong-

inal
"aborigaborig"abong-"abongabong¬-

inal rightsrigMs" that no law cancan-

take
can-

taketake away .

Martha UpicksounUplcksoun
UpicksounAnchorage

Anchorage
,


