Lower 48 states, as many as
10,000 have survived the years
of bounties and uncontrolled
slaughter to roam Alaska's rug-

ged face.
The fate of some of those

ka’s on-again, off-again practice
of shooting the creatures with
shotguns from planes to pro-
tect stocks of moose and cari-
bou.

Former Gov. Jay Hammond,
who took an estimated 250
wolves in eight years as a fed-
eral wolf -hunter, once said:
“This is one of those isfues
where people think with their
hormones instead  of their
heads.”

From test tubes, research and
game counts, the complex fight
increasingly is spilling into the
political arena; where groups
other than hunters and trap-
pers clamor for a say in Alas-
ka's wildlife management. The

it's feared they will wreak hav.
oc on game populations.

“I think the main reason
it's such an issue is that the
wolf is a symbol of wilderness

Game director. “The Lower 48
has been burned and raped so
th; there’s little wilderness
left.”

Game officials armed with
biological data want to trim
the packs by some 90 wolves
in two of five game manage-
ment areas scheduled for pred-
ator control in interior Alaska.
They've done it successfully in
the past in other areas where
severe winters or other facton
have combined to shrink game
herds, they say,

The aerial hunting was halted
recently by Superior Coun
Judge Brian Shortell, He said
the temporary restraining order
would remain in effect while
he decided whether to grant
a temporary injunction against

the practice sought by the
Alaska Wildlife Alliance. :

Division estimates show that
one of the target areas, 20E,
has 1,500 moose and 120
wolves, with an eventual goal
of 4,500 moose. The other
area, 20B, is supporting an es-
timated 3,500 moose and as
many as 80 wolves, with a
moose population goal of
4,500,

Bud Burris, regional game
management coordinator for
the Game Division in Fair-
banks, says it's estimated that
wolves in 20E are taking 15
percent to 20 percent of the
moose annually, compared to |
percent o 2 percent which
fall to hunters.

In 20B, hunters account for
4 percent of the population
annuvally, while an estimated
10 percent go to the wolves,
he says.

The moose numbers in 20B
definitely are increasing, most-
ly in areas of previous wolf
control efforts, Burris says, and
may be increasing in 20E,

Division biologists say that
without  predator control,
moose in the target areas
may not reach population
goals, and in the end, the
wolves could suffer,

“The efforts will continue
until we achieve our objec-
tives,” Burris says. “When we
reach the objectives, the con-
trol efforts will stop,”

Opponents counter that
game officials are too quick on
the trigger and say they fear
that what started as am emer-
gency measure to respond to
critical game situations is be-
coming a standard game man-
agement tool long after it's
needed. They say if left alone
things in the wilderness tend
to even out in the long run.

But that's dismissed by some
as a notion foisted on the pub-
lic by Walt Disney films.

“There is no balance of na-
ture,” said Tom Bergerud, a
researcher at the University of
Victoria, British Columbia,
who has spent yean studying
carfbou in various parts of the
wotld. “It fits our feeling of
harmony to feel that systems
are lin balance, but there is no
magic stability out there.”

“We must manage our preda-
tor population if we are to
manage our prey population.

If the prey population declines,
the predator population will

decline.”

When prey species are al-
lowed to diminish, the results
can be grim, Wolf “pups starve
to death and adults kill each
other,” says Dave Mech, an
interndtionally known wolf
expert in Minnesota, where an
estimated 1,200 wolves remain.
Another 20 wolves survive in
Wisconsin and perhaps as many
as 10 roam the northern Rock-
ies, the experts estimate.

The animals survive in other
‘countries around the globe, but
Alaska is the last refuge for
great -numbers of the creatures
in the United States, a fact
not lost on environmentalists.

They question the state's
biological data and charge the
control work is part of a
“meat market mentality™ that
turns a blind eye to predator
prolectipn to ensure
game ' populations for a bur-
geoning number of hunters.

A witness at a recent Game
Board hearing accused the
Game Division of suffering
from a “Little Red Riding
Hood syndrome” concerning
wolves, .

“There is no question that
in the past years the division
has been viewed in that light,
as has the Board of Game,”
Pamplin says. “But the main
constituency then was the hun-
ters. There weren't a lot of
conflicts.”

But that's changed in the
past few years with increasing
population and land demands,
he said.

Pressure from sight-seers
and photographers “has in-
creased dramatically and con-
flicts have skyrocketed since
1975,” said Pamplin, “This is
going to become more contro-
versial, not less. But it must
be made clear we're dedicated
to protecting and managing
wildlife for all the public.”



