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One of the orgnizers of a
to in February says
one of the theories behind it
is that the Iditarod has gotien
toocomfortable.

While insisting he strongly
supports and respects the Idit-
arod, Shank says more and
more it's mushers race from
checkpoint to check point,
then nap in warm homes and
use hot water provided by vil-
lagers to prepare dog food.

“We want to put the woods-

manship back into a long
race,” he says. “This is going
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 on a trail — often groomed by
snow machines — for most of

the way to Nome, Shank says
the way to Whitehorse won't
be so clear.

One other significant dif-

'. ~ ference will be the rewards.

While the lditarod's fame has
pushed the purse to $100,000,
the Fairbanks-Whitehorse race
is offering only half as much,

Mushers will head northeast
out of Fairbanks to Circle,
then tum down the Yukon

through Eagle, Dawson and

o Sumed e jnty Whihouye.
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