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SawongaSawmngaotakestakes two whales to start hunt
by BillilessBilliless-
Tundra

Bill HessHess-

TundraTundra TimesTime-
sSavoonga

Time-
sSavoongaSavoonga started this year'syearsyear's-

whaling
year's-

whaling

'

whaling season offoffrightright lastlast-
ll1Ursday

last-
Thursdayll1UrsdayThursday and early MondayMonday-
when

Monday-
whenwhen crews captained by ChesChes-ChesChes-
ter

-.
RaymondTooBeRaymondToolieter NoongwookNoongwookandand Raymond
TooBeToolie landed the first twotwo-
bowheads

two-
bowheadsbowheads of the season .

TIleThe fintfist whale was harhar-harhar-
pooned

-.
pooned at aboaboutt 9 p.mpm. . TIwrsThurs-ThursThurs-
day

-.
day by Noongwook'sNoongwooks' 20.year20year20-year-20year20year-
old

.- .-

oldoldsonson ., Parson , "TheyThey" got thethe-
whale

the-
whalewhale about 60 to 70 milesmiles-
South

miles-
SouthSouth of here ., " said TIlOrThorTIlO-
rNoongwook

Thor-
NoongwookNoongwook ., Parson'sParsons' olderolder-
brother

older-
brotherbrother .

"ItIt" was the first whalewhale-
Par

whale-
PardonParPardonon ever harpooned ,

" Thor-
added

ThorThor-
addedadded . "WeWe" do it by hand ,

"

he explined how the St . Law .

rence Island whalers thrust thethe-
bomb.laden

the-
bombladenbomb.ladenbombladenbomb-ladenbombladen.- harpoon into thethe-
animals

the-
animalsanimals flesh . It took aboutabout-
one

about-
oneone hour to kill the whale ,

during which time the roperope-
attached

rope-
attachedattached to the harpoon bebe-bebe-

came
.-

came snarled on the boatsboats-
mast

boats-
mastmast and nearly capsized it ..

Two young , inexperienceinexperience-
whalers

inexperience-
whalerswhalers were reported on thethe-
boat

the-
boatboatboatIboatandI, and Captain NoongwookNoongwook-
hadhad to untangJeuntangle the rope .

After the kill , made on thethe-
calm

the-
calmcalm , 15 degree day , NoongNoong-Noong-
wook

-.
wook and his crew were joinedjoined-
by

joined-
byby the 12 other whaling boatsboats-
from

boats-
fromfrom Savoonga , which helpedhelped-
out

helped-
outout with the three.hourthreehourthree-hourthreehour.- tatasktask-
of

kk-

ofof towing the bowhead in .

"TIleTIle"TheThe" whale was 52 feetfeet-

long
feet-

longlong ,
" said Thor Noongwook .,

."WeWe" butchered it already .
'" TIlOrThorThor-

had
TIlOr-

hadhad been out working aas aa-

member
a-

membermember of another crew .

News of Tootie'sTootiesToolie'sToolies' whale camecame-
in

came-
inin as this issue was going toto-
press

to-
presspress . Other than the factfact-
that

fact-
thatthat the other whalers hadhad-
joined

had-
joinedjoined with TooHeToolie in the jobjob-
of

job-
ofof bringing the whale in , nono-
other

no-
otherother information was availavail-avail-

able

.-

abJeable .

After a frustrating delay ofof-
many

of-
manymany days when they werewere-

held
were-

heldheld in by a solid pack of ice ,

whaling crews from Gambell ,

Savoonga'sSavoongas' neighbor on SISt.
.

Lawrence hlandIsland , finally made itit-

out
it-

outout to sea early this week .

NomuNoma SilookSilooksaidsaid her huhus -

band Roger had gone out forfor-
the

for-
thethe first time on Sunday , butbut-
had

but-
hadhad had to come back in whenwhen-
t

when-
thetthehe ice clocloseded up again ,. lie waswas-

going

was-

goinggoing out again Monday .

"MyMy" husband was going toto-
the

to-
thethe southsouthsideside ," Mrs . SilookSilook-
said

Silook-
saidsaid . "II" 1 hope theythey catchcatchoneoneone-
today

one-
todaytoday . I'mIm' excited ! I thinkthink-
everybody

think-
everybodyeverybody is excited . IhIts nicenice-

and
nice-

andandandsunshineunshinesunshine now .". "
Ernie Frankson , a whalingwhaling-

captain
whaling-

captaincaptain from Point Hope , saidsaid-

there

said-

therethere was not much in the wayway-

of
way-

ofof good leads formed nearnear-

that

near-

thatthat community yet , but aa-

couple
a-

couplecouple of boatliboats had wentwent-

into

went-

intointo the water , FrankFranksonon

intended to join them before thethe-
week

the-
weekweek was over .

Marie AdamAdams , the spokespcrspokesper-spokesperspokesper-
so

-.
so for the Alaska Eskimo Whal-WhalWhal-

ing

Wha ] .-

ing Commission , said that alal-alal-

though

.-

. though there were smaJlsmallsmaJlareassmallareasareasareas-
of

areas-
ofofofopenopen water in DarrowBarrow , nono-
real

no-
realreal leads had yet opened up .

Whale Iountercounters.: hadhadofficiallyofficiallyofficially-
spot

officially-
spottedspotspottedspottedonlytedtedonlyonly oneoqe bowhead .,

"TheThe" weather is gorgeous .

"

Adal11Adams .aidaidsaid. . "It'sIts" ' unshineysunshineysunshiney-
and

unshiney-
andand It uoelndoesn'tdoesnt! ' , eelT1seem all that cold .

1lteThe leadlleads! could open up anyany-
time

any-
timetime now " Temperatures inin-
Darrow

in-
BarrowDarrowBarrow lately have been runningrunning-
hetween

running-
betweenhetweenbetween about .11.' 100 degreedegrees F toto-
25

to-
25-2525-


