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Editorial Comment-CommentComme-

ntWas

Comme-

ntWas

-
Was Ancient DignityDignityofofof-

ShamanismShamanism Invaded?
We question '' the nlannermanner in which the subject ofof-

shamanism
of-

shamanismshamanism was treated during the recent trial of AlanAlan-
Riley

Alan-
RileyRiley Walunga of St . Lawrence Island . AlthoughAlthough-
undoubtedly

Although-
undoubtedlyundoubtedly this was a very complex trial , thethe-
fragmented

the-
fragmentedfragmentedfragmentedandand sensational manner in which shamanisJ\1shamanisJ1shamanisticshamanisJ1-
was

shamanistic-
was

\
was brought in ,

-discussed by various witnesses , by thethe-
judge

the-
judgejudge , and by both attorneys gave an incomplete picturepicture-
ofof the way in which shamanisnlshamanism functioned in the life ofof-

an
of-

anan Eskimo community .

Shamanism playedplayedanan inlportantimportant and profoundprofoundrolerole inin-

the
in-

thethe lifestyles of past generations of Alaska Native peoples .

The shaman in the old days acted , in fact , as the psy-psypsy-

chiatrist
psy-

chiatrist
--

chiatrist for his people as wellwellasas being onlethingsomething of aa-

psychologist
a-

psychologistpsychologist for them . His powers were geared towardtoward-
the

toward-
thethe wellbeing of those he ministered to . He was the InanmanInan-
the

man-
thethe people looked to for better andandvitalvital mental attitudesattitudes-
when

attitudes-
whenwhen periods of difficulties descended upon the village ,

suchsuchasas prolongedprolongedunfavorableunfavorable hunting conditions . TheThe-
shaman

The-
shamanshaman was the nlanman who instilledinstilledcouragecourage in times ofof-
deadly

of-
deadlydeadly stress . He was looked upon as a necessary prac-pracprac-
titioner

prac-
titioner

--
titioner who thoroughly knew the nlentalmental faculties ,

traditions and customs of his people . He was constantlyconstantly-
aa steadying influence .

The shaman was also a colorful character who amazedamazed-
and

amazed-
andand delighted his villagers by performing seeming-seemingseeming-
ly

-
ly impossible tricks . He also commanded great respectrespect-
among

respect-
amongamong his people . No one doubted his abilities . HeHe-

shielded
He-

shieldedshielded his fellow villagers from fear of the unknownunknown-
and

unknown-
andand the mysterious while wielding his own mysteriousmysterious-
profession

mysterious-
professionprofession .

The highly regarded shaman lost his
'-

powers
p-

owers
'

powers ofof-

influence
of-

influenceinfluence as varying denominations of Christianity tooktook-
hold

took-
holdhold in Alaska some 100 years ago . However , there areare-
occasional

are-
occasionaloccasional indications that sOlnesome still exist in variousvarious-
parts

various-
partsparts of Native Alaska .

ShmnanismShamanism had its own brandbrandofof dignity muchmuchreveredreveredrevered-
and

revered-
andand looked upon with awe by Native people . It waswas-
not

was-
notnot viewed as something evil as some people wouldwould-
make

-
make one think . ItItwaswas a way of life that actuallyactually-
steadied

actually-
steadiedsteadied the lifestyles of Alaska'sAlaskas' villagers who have hadhad-
to

had-
toto live under one of the world'sworlds' most forbiddingforbidding-
environmen

forbidding-
environmentsenvironmenenvironmentsts .

We are of the mind that involvement of hamanismshamanismshamanism-
in

hamanism-
inin the recentrecentValunga\ValungaValungaWalunga\ trial should have been done underunder-
more

under-
moremore dignifieddignifiedatmosphereatmosphere ,. Perhaps there should havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen some serious consultations with older and know-knowknow-
iedgeable

know-
ledgeable

-
iedgeableledgeable Native people on the once prestigeous practicepractice-
ofof shamanism before allowing it to become involved inin-

the
in-

thethe trial..
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Safe ' Boating Week July 1-717-
Governor William A . EganEgan-

presents
Egan-

presentspresents the proclamation de-dede-

signating
de-

signating
-

signating July 1-717- as SafeSafe-

Boating
Safe-

BoatingBoating Week in Alaska to CoastCoast-

Guard
Coast-

GuardGuard Auxiliary DistrictDistrict_ Com-ComCorrt-CorrtCom-
modore

Corr-
tmodore

-

modore Donald t:: Gebhart..

Also there to witness thethe-

signing
the-

signingsigning is Coast Guard Com-ComCom-

mander
Com-

mander
-

mander Richard N . Wes-WesWe-
scott

We-
scott

--
cott , Chief , Boating SafetySafety-
Branch

Safety-
BranchBranchBranchandand DirectCJrDirector of the

Auxiliary in Alaska , and CoastCoast-
Guard

Coast-
GuardGuard Auxiliary Vice-Commo-ViceCommoViceCommo-
dore

ViceCommo-
dore

- --
dore David DeLong .

In the proclamation GovernorGovernor-
Egan

Governor-
EganEgan urges all boaters to givegive-

special
give-

specialspecial attention to increasingincreasing-
water

increasing-
waterwater safety during this periodperiod-
and

period-
andand to avail themselves to safesafe-

boating
safe-

boatingboating instruction during thethe-

coming
the-

comingcoming year..

Proposes Direct Grants to Indians-IndiansIndiansIn-
terior

IndiansIn-

terior
--

Interior Department Says Fund Programs , Development
the1 h\hhqj\.' I'plllnlerttIplllnlertt[)) qj.' ) , ! t 111\1111111\.' t otof thethe-

interiorinterior111 tenur t\ttJJtoday\ ) JJ : prnposcdprupused iegis-iegisiegis-

lati
legl '-

lalll1lalll1.tlati .)! i \.t.t\.s, hllhII lehlehW.: .tuuIJtuuIJW., (JO Id e1ahkenablee1ahkJIJ! JIJallalli0101-

lt

i > ff-

itsltits InJlal1Indian programsprograrits tlto) PChePC-

gran
he-

grantedgrangrantedte d tuto tnbestribes torttut hentheirtheir-
administration

hen-
Jdml11strJtlonJdml11strJtlonadministration! JndandJndouldandwould\\ouldouldwouldouldchanwouldchan\ chan-
nel

chan-chanchan-
nel

-

nel an JddltlOnaadditional} 525S25525millionS25millionmillion 11in!1-
1bloc

in-

blocbloc grantgrants forfur econor11JCecon0Tic JndandJnd-

tnbal
and-

tribaltnbaltribal deveJopmendevelopmentt..

Entitled the 1ndlan"IndianIndian'"' TriPJITribalTriPJI-
Government

Tribal-
GovernmentGovernmentGovernmentJrJl1t( JrJl1trant, Act :, "' thethe-

legislatIon
the-

legislationlegislatIon prtpro+ '. idesIJe , firstt rst ., JaJ-

general
a-

generalgeneral granlll1granting .authofltauthofltauthority..authoflthlch) s.\hlchhlch\ hlch-
would

ii ichich-

wouldwould permit thcthe SecretarySecretaryofofof-

the
of-

thethe Inteflorinterior JndandJndanyandanyany tribe toto-

enter
to-

enterenter II1tOinto a grJntgrant arrJngementarrangementarrJngement-
tor

arrangement-
fortorfor the tflPC'StflPCStnhe ' s performanceperfornlance ltoflt-

progrJrn
of-

programs
)

progrJrnprograms Jndand Jctlvitieactivities rw\\rwrw-

performcJ
no \\

performcJperformedperformcJunderperformedunderunder cXlstinexisting Jp-Jpap-ap-Jp-

prOpflJtlon
ap-

propriation
-

prOpflJtlonpropriation JuthorllatlOnsauthontations ph )
. the BureUBureau:! otof Indl.lI1IndllI1IndianIndl.lI1fLms. ,iffarrs-
staff

\fLmsfLmsiffarrs\ fLms-
sstaffs t a ff..

Secretary ofof the IntefiOfInteriorIntefiOf-
Roger

Interior-
RogersRogerRogers C B13 . Morton said the-

legislation
thethe-

legllegllegislationIJtloT1 IS dedesignedigne to carry

-
llutout Ittic,, PlII1Cpohc ) , IIt prunllqlllpromoting :
IIIIlldlatld 1.1111111. elt-deeltdeItItJ-JJ-Jee tteflllnatlorie nn Ifl J t Il ) n s tt-

IprtlJ
t-

forthIprtlJforth ph ) PresidentPresidentlonPrc ldel1 t \l\onlon'\ l\.l\11l.l11l.l11\. \ 111to hI-hIhiphip-

JU
hI-

J
hI-

uh '-JUJ uh ! q'oqo' rnemessage:> ge tuto thlthe.' t(tlll1flll1-flll1fonron -rr- r-

gressgressrcrc11\\1111on\ \ IndlJnIndian affJHaffairs .

"11 Illhe.' pilihillpiliJlmhillalmsJlmalms .ItItat. Jchle\JchleJchlelJ1gaehiesingaehiesing-
the

\ lJ1glJ1-
gthethe rreaterc.IrcI. Ict., t popossibleslhle Jegreedegree ltofof-

Indian
}

'

II1JJ.IIlII1JJIIlIndian. lol1trolControl.: ., conSIconsistenttenttentIth\\IthIth\\ Ith-

trust
it IiI-

itrusttrust responsibilities ., In thethe-

plJflIli
the-

plannulgplJflIliplannulgng InandandadnunistrationddJJmJJmadnunistration1I11St r J t Ion ofof-

feJer
ofof-

federallsfeJerfederalls.111).111111. ) funded progrprogramsJnb sen-sensen-
me

seresereI-

OU

-

meIOU InJIJnIndian tflnetrlhes,:.'' Secret\r\SecretrSeeret.trvSeerettrvSecretr-
f

Seeret.trv-
11iirton

,
. \ \.

\ff11iirton\ , rtul1 said' .lIdlId. .

fhlChi ., prlpproposal) sal., the SecretaTSecretarySecretary-
stressed

)
tre"eJtreeJstressed" ., houlJshould, behe Vll\tedVlltedVlltedasvie' \",

, ededasasas-

cumplL'l11L'llt.Iry
as-

complementarycumplL'l11L'llt.IrycumplLl11Lllt.IrycumplLl11LlltIrycomplementary' ' . to DepartmentalDepartmental-
and.tnJtnJand.tnJutherandother,. utherother propoproposalsals Jlmedarmed atat-

adllcvll1g
at-

achieviiiizadllcvll1gachieviiiiz 1l1deJSeJincreased Indian sell-sellsell-

de
:>elf'.-

determll1.Itlondetermll1Itlonde tern iilation. by means otofot-

trlral
of-

tribaltrlraltribal t.lh.eoverstlh.eoverstlheoverstakeovers.. ofof Federal pro-propro-
gr

pro-

granls
-

grgranlsJmo,; orui concontracturaltractural arrange-arrangearrang-
em'nb

arrange-
ments

-

m'nbmnbments(' .

Lindertrnder the generJIgeneral grantgrant-
autPoflt

grant-
authorityautPofltauthority) 111iii the bill ., greatergreater-
Indian

greater-
IndianIndian control anand involvement

.
.ttVoula., uul behe permittedpermittedIfpermittedinIfin} thethe-

plJ1l1mg
the-

planningplJ1l1mgplanning! anJandanJJJr1l1nIstrationandadnunlstrationJJr1l1nIstrationadnunlstration lflft-

he
ofof-

the
}

the lLcJIlocal) glwernmentalgovernmentalglwernmentalandgovernmentalandandandotherotherother-
prlg.rdm

other-
programs

--

rh\t
r-ht-prlg.rdmprlgrdmprogramsprlg.rdmrht) . floss) \, LlntrolleJcontrolled} by UI\UIBIAUI-

emph
BIA-

employees
..\

emphemployees): ees \\ twho Jreare resplHlslhlcresponsibleresplHlslhlc-
to

responsible-
toto FederalFederaloftFederalofficialsoftoftclabofficialsclabclabratherrather thJnthanthJn-
to

than-
toto the elected tribal governmentgovernment-

The
glwe rn men tt-

TheThe seconJsecondsecondmajor11aJormajor' functIon 01of01-

the
of-

thethe bIllbIllISIS to make availableavailable-
Sys525Sys million to tribes in part onon-
an

on-
anan entltlemenentitlement ( basis and in partpart-
based

part-
basedbasedbasedonon an evaluation of theirtheir-
plans

their-
plansplans and needs . This part lfoflft-

he
of-

the
)

the .proposalproposal. stems from thethe-

Prcsldens
the-

President'sPrcsldensPresident'sPresidents(' Human ResourcesResources-
MessageMessagetessage sent to the CongressCongress-
on

Congress-
onon MrchMarch; I1 ., I1y73Whichq7 3 . In whichwhichthethethe-
Presiden

the-
PresidentPresidenPresidentt stateJstated '

HIHIshall1shall"1 shall pflplpropose) ) e ne1e\\1e1elegi[ \\ legilegis-legislegis-
lation

-

IatlOnlation to foster Indian self-selfself-

JetermIn.ltlon
self-

deternunatron
-

JetermIn.ltlonJetermInltlondeternunatron. by developing anan-

Interior
an-

InteriorInterior Department program ofof-
bloc

ofof-

blocbloc grants to federally recog-recogrecog-
nized

recog-
nized

--
nized tribes as a replacement fffforf-

Continued
for-

Continued
f)

( Continued on page 6)6)
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BRISTOL BAY NATIVENATIVE-

CORPORATION
NATIVE-

CORPORATIONCORPORATION
CORPORATIONP.O

P.OPO. . Box 237237-
DIIIngham

237-
DIIIInghamDIIInghamDIIIIngham: , Alaska 9957699576-

Phone
99576-

PhonePhone (907)907( ) 842-307084230708423070-
June

8423070-
June

-

June 14 , 19731973-

TheThe Honorable William A . EganEgan-
GOVERNOR

Egan-
GOVERNORGOVERNOR OF ALASKAALASKA-
Pouch

ALASKA-
PouchPouch AA-

Juneau
A-

JuneauJuneau , Alaska 9980199801-

DearDear Sir :

The people of Bristol Bay areare-

again
are-

againagain faced with another disa-disadisa-

strous
disa-

strous
--

strous fishing season . There areare-

sound
are-

soundsound biological reasons for thethe-

continual
the-

continualcontinual dectlnedecline .

Beluga take large numbersnumbers-
ofof small salmon that leave thethe-

spawning
the-

spawningspawning streams for the openopen-
sea

open-
seasea where they mature . BelugaBeluga-
not

Beluga-
notnot only feed on these finger-fingerfinger-

l
finger-

lings
-

llingsngs , but eat returning maturemature-
salmon

mature-
salmonsalmon .

Large numbers of trout In thethe-
spawning

the-
spawningspawning streams eat salmonsalmon-
eggs

salmon-
eggseggs and young salmon . TheThe-
trout

The-
trouttrout population IS so large thatthat-
we

that-
wewe have no way of calculatingcalculating-
thethe destructive effect they havehave-
on

have-
onon the spawn of returningreturning-
salmon

returning-
salmonsalmon .

The False Pass flseryflsiery: , takestakes-
salmon

takes-
salmonsalmon that are migrating fromfrom-
their

from-
theirtheir high seas maturmgmaturing area .

The salmon that go throughthrough-
False

through-
FalseFalse Pass during June areare-

Bristol
are-

BristolBristol Bay salmon , KUSkokwimKUSkokwim-
salmon

Kuskokwim-
salmonsalmon , Kotzebue Sound salmon ,

and Yukon salmon . There ISI-
Sevidence

is-

evidenceevidence that will confirm this .

You have already received

studies that will prove that ourour-
salmon

our-
salmonsalmon are caught in largelarge-

numbers
large-

numbersnumbers at False Pass .

Another factor that adds toto-

the
to-

thethe decline of our salmonsalmon IS thethe-
international

the-
internationalinternational high seas fisheryfishery-
onon mixed stock . This fisheryfishery-
has

fishery-
hashas admittedly taken substantialsubstantial-
numbers

substantial-
numbersnumbers of Bristol Bay runsruns-

alone
runs-

alonealone . Last year , 1972 , thethe-
Japanese

the-
JapaneseJapanese reported taking 31 %

of the Bristol Bay run .

We have been trying for yearsyears-
to

years-
toto get our State and FederalFederal-
government

Federal-
governmentgovernment to act positively minm-

protecting
in-

protectingprotecting our fishery . NothingNothing-
ofof any meanmgfulmeaningful value hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen done that will protect suchsuch-
aa valuable resource . In ourour-
estimation

our-
estimationestimation the . antipathetic ,

corrective measures taken toto-

date
to-

datedate border on negligence .

If our political leaders refuserefuse-
to

refuse-
toto take this problem on withwith-
sincere

with-
sinceresincere determination , we inin-

Br
in-

BristolBrBristolstol Bay will have to taketake-
measures

take-
measuresmeasures that will awaken thethe-
publtc

the-
publicpubltcpublic to the death of a fishery .

'

Rehabilitation Programs wewe-

support
we-

supportsupport.. We know the salmonsalmon-
need

salmon-
needneed help in bringing theirtheir-
numbers

their-
numbersnumbers back up to those earlyearly-
days

early-
daysdays . The salmon cannot con-concon-

tinue
con-

tinue
-

tinue to provide a good liveli-liveliliveli-

hood
liveli-

hood
--

hood to Alaskans and outsidersoutsiders-
with

outsiders-
withwith the pressures they mustmust-
wIthstand

must-
withstandwIthstand . When the salmonsalmon-
runs

salmon-
runsruns do get healthy , 31 % isis-

taken
is-

takentaken by a foreign government..

Our fish run a predatorpredator-
gauntlet

predator-
gauntletgauntlet , a commercial night-nightnight-
mare

night-
mare

-

mare of gear ( both within statestate-
waters

state-
waterswaters and on the high seas ) ,

and two unfriendly unsympa-unsympa--

thetlCthetic governments that virtuallyvirtually-
Ignores

virtually-
ignoresIgnores the problems that areare-

destroying
are-

destroyingdestroying a once healthy econo-econoecono-
mic

econo-
mic

--
mic plus for the State of Alaska .

We must :

I1)1}) Institute predator controlcontrol-
programs

control-
programsprograms Immediately .

22)2}) Stop the False PassPass-
Fishery

Pass-
FisheryFishery Immediately .

33)3}) Stop the internatIOnalinternatIOnal-
high

international-
highhigh seas fishery on mixed stockstock-
immediately

stock-
immediatelyimmediately .

441\ Enforce present Fish &

Game regulations designed toto-

help
to-

helphelp the fish .

IIff these steps are taken , wewe-

can
we-

cancan begin to experience aa-

revitalized
a-

revitalizedrevitalized salmon fishery . ThisThis-
fishery

This-
fisheryfishery can continue to be anan-

economic
an-

economiceconomic plus for Alaska , des-desdes-

pite
des-

pite
-

pite the lateness fafo the hour .

Action must be takentaken-ortakenor'oror'- we willwill-

have
will-

havehave the uncomfortable oppor-opporoppor-
tunity

oppor-
tunity

--
tunity of witnessing the demisedemise-
of

demise-
ofof a once bountiful StateState-
resource

State-
resourceresource .

Sincerely yours ,

BRISTOL BAY NATIVENATIVE-
CORPORATION

NATIVE-
CORPORATIONCORPORATIONCORPORATION-

NelsNetsNels A . Anderson , Jr .

Executive Director


