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By HOWARD ROCKROCfROCK-
Times

( 'JJ]'
Times'JTimesEditorEditor-

"if
.

'

"IfIf"IfltIflt" 'itit'
hadn'thadntliadn'tliadnt' beenb en for.theforthe., facfac-

thatthat we were beirigbeing takenlkent unde-
byby the whale , I Would ha

" , laughed put,out loud , ;,"' said my ra-
thef

(11114i4i-
the

(
theftherthe ( laughing and ,. recalling tll)
incident that happened mama-
yearsyears ago that involvedinvolvedmymy

', Nayukuk . - .,
'

,

'

_ . Somewhat Lazy j\
;

As I havehav told(od] 'inin'
in an

.,
M. .

.
.

article , my uncle Nayukuk waswawa-
a

*

a reticent man . He .attemptedattempted.,atlempteatlempte-
to

attempted-
tomakepossiblfortoto-maketomake.,- make life ass easyeasyeasyasas
for himself., Being somewhatsomewhat-
lazy

somewhat-
lazylazy helpedheJpedhim

,
hmhim! along , dubiousdubious-

asas that may seemseseemm , although hishis-
wife

his-
wifewife , my Aunt Ma'umangeenaMaumangeenaMa'uniangeenaMauniangeena'

,
gave him littlelit tie peace. She wantedwanwantewante-
him

t

him to. be like other huntehunte-
who

hunte-
who

;
who wentwentwentout' out every day , weathweat ¬-

er'permillingandaId') hunting conditions 'per-'perper'Per-
mitting

'per ¬-

"

, mittingmilling .

Uncle Nayukuk Seemedeemedseemed toto-
jj
\ have built a shell aroundaround him-himhim-

1

him-
setfHetookrragg

him-
setfHetroknaggh

-

--- --- setfHetook-rraggsetfHetookrragg-set-f-He-trok-nagghsetfHetroknaggh-._- :- _- : -- JfgJfgI} IIanan d-malimali-mali-
1

- .-
1

\ ciouscidus kidding in a casualcllsual mannermanner-
i

manner-
titthingsJandanqanqneverandnevernever allowed, suqhsusui < h thingsthings-

to
J' to angeranger him,;

" that is , if he waswas-
at

was-
at

was-
atat all capable of getting angry .

When\ 1en his wife became vehe-vehevehe-
'meht

vehe-
me

vehe-
ment

-
\'mehtmehtment' me 1t on his lack of initiative ,
' 'UncleUncle'UnclUncl'UnclipUnclip NdyukukNayukuk wouldwoul hunt..

< WhenWheI'lWheIl, ' he brought results , therethere-
would

there-
wouldwould be peace in the littlelittle-
household- household . It is not entirely
impossibleimpoentirelyimpoentirelyimpossibleible to assume that if hehe-
bwught

he-
broughtbroughtbwught home game it wouldwould-
make

would-
makemake it tolerable for him toto-
languish

to-
languishlanguish a few days and enjoyenjoy-
the

enjoy-
thethe luxury of inactivity .

Unsuspected AbilityAbility-
Uncle

Ability-
UncleUncle Nayukuk was like aa-

different
a-

differentdifferent man when whaling seasea-sea-
son

sea-
son

¬-

son approached . It was hard toto-
tell

to-
telltell , of course , the reason forfor-
thisthis ,. but I like to think heliehe-
relished

lie-
relishedrelished the hunt with somesome-
measure

some-
measuremeasure of danger in itit.. As hehe-
proved

he-
provedproved conclusively , UncleUncle-
Nayukuk

Uncle-
NayukukNayukuk was a fearless manman-
under

man-
underunder dangerous situations .

Perhaps wrongly , I always-alwaysalways-
thought

always-
thought

-.

thought Uncle Nayukuk was notnot-
too

not-
tootoo bright.. I was puzzledpuizled whywhy-
my

why-
mymy father picked him to be thethe-
helmsman

the-
helmsmanhelmsman of his whaling crew ,
since being one was a decideddecided-
1J0sition

decided-
positionnosition1J0sitionposition of responsibility as toto-
the. the safety of the entire crew .

My estimation ofofuncle'suncle'suncles' intelliintelli-intelli-intelliintelli-
gence

intelli-
gence

, ¬-

gence was totally discredited byby-
my

by-
mymy father who had explicit trusttrust-
in

trust-
inin Nayukuk'sNayukuks' ability by insistinginsisting-
that

insisting-
thatthat he was to be the helmsman .

PrecisionPrecisioPrecision-
The

Precision-
The

nn-
TheThe approach of the whalewhale-

for
whale-

forfor the strike had to be anan-
operation

an-
operation '-and

a-nd'operation of precision , and thethe-
man

the-
manman responsiblere polsible! for the properproper-
execution

proper-
executionexecution of it was the helmshelms-helms-
man

helms-
man

¬-

man . The angle of the umiak inin-
relation

in-
relationrelation to the position of thethe-
whale

the-
whalewhale was of prime importance .

To err meant dire danger to thethe-
whaling

the-
whalingwhaling crew .

'

At the same time the helmshelms-helms-
man

helms-
man

-
man had to place the bow of thethe-
umiak

the-
umiakumiak at a most advantageousadvantageous-
position

advantageous-
positionposition for the harpooner toto-
strike

to-
strikestrike the whale . The helmsmanhelmsman-
had

helmsman-
hadhad to have thorough knowledgeknowledge-
ofof the whale'swhales' behavior uriderunder."' attack and conconductduct the maneuvermaneuver-
accordingly

maneuver-
accordinglyaccordingly .

Sighted WhaleWhale-
One

Whale-
OneOne morning around 4:30430:

. ,
. thethe

'

watchman
'-

of
o- f'-

of'my
'

of my'my-'mymy'myfather'my-mymyfather's-' father'sfathersfather'sfathersfather's-
Crew

father ' ss ;

crew quickly awakenedawak ned the menmeltmemelt-
whowho were ,. sleeping in their winWin-WinWin-

t

Win-

ter
¬-,

t
ter clothes sdsos they could go intointo-
action

into-
actionaction at orfcecirfcerfce ,. I had been sleepsleep-sleep-
ing

-¬.

,
,

inging in the co6kcookco k tentten t andandwa, waswawa-
blissfully

si

blissfullyblissfuHy unaware ofofwhatwhat waswas-
going

wawa-
going

s

going on .
'

The watchman hadhadsightedsighted aa-
whale

a-
whalewhale , aa hugehu'ge' onerjhatone ., Jhat)hat hads'ur-hads'urhadsurhads'ur-
faced

had sur-sursur-
'faced

sur-sursur-
faced

'
-

faced'faced'facedaboutfacedabout' about aIa! quarter of a milemilmil-
away

e.,
. away . TrjCTileT1j crew .ranran,.ran ,. tOto-tototh'- thethe-

umiak
thth-

umiak
e

umiak . My father took hisIsishisaccusIsisaccusaccusaccus-accus-
tomed

accus-
tomed

¬-

tomed position ass the harpoonerharpooner-
at

.,

. at the bow, TheTheTherestrest ofof,, the sixsix-
men

six-
menmen took their assigneda'signedasigneda §'signed positionspositions-
in

positions-
in

lpositionslin the boat witlwithUnclewith4Uncle, UncIe NayukukNayuku.kNayuku-
kt

Nayukuk-
at

.

t\' at the stern as thethr helmsmanhelmsm n .

IIFinFineFin JudgmentJudgme-
ntt

Judgment-
Thet!

i TheThe ,
chase waswhs on and thethe-

men
the-

menJ;theJ'menmen' men paddled powerfully withwith-
I

with-
Uncle

with-
Uncle

I,
Uncle Nayukuk heading thethe-

I

the-
prow

the-
prow

I'
prow _., of the ,umiak where .hehe.,he-
estimated

he-
estimated, estimated they Would finallyfinally-
take

finally-
take, take a position directlydjrectly on thethe-

iii\ wake and behind thehe1e submergedsubmerged-
whale\\ whale:. _L_ _ . __-__-

-r--r-whalerrsusuaI ASAsAsusuafNayisusuausuaf-NayiusuafNayiUMJUI ,,-NPfdyU uk'suksUKuk'suks' 5 cMUIIillCestimateestimate-
was

estimate-
iwas

;
,

. iwas! was almost accurateaccuraeaccuraleTlie! .
',
The whalewhale-

surfaced" 'surfacedsurfacedisurfaced', within easyeasyea
,
y overtakingovertaking-

distance
overtaking-

distancedistance . (Whales surface 3 or 44-
times

4-
timestimes in a series to breathe andand-
then

and-
thensubmergedforthen sound and swim submerged
for a mile or mordimoremor before sursur-sur-
facing

sur-
facing

¬-

facing again .)
I

iFineFine; ManeuverManeuver.-
This

Maneuver-
This

Maneuver.-
This.ThisThis., Was the moment thethe-

crew
the-

crewcrew commenced to bear downdown-
on

down-
onon their paddles in unison pacedpaced-
by

paced-
byby the harpooner in a powerfulpowerful-
effoft

powerful-
effortefforteffoft to overtake the whale . ExEx-ExEx-
treme

Ex-
treme

¬-

treme care was taken by the menmen-
not

men-
notnot to touch the gunwhale'gunwhalgunwhal' , oror-
any

or-
anyany part of the umiak with theirtheir-
paddles

their-
paddlespaddles , becausebecal.lbecall. e that wouldwould-
make

would-
makemake a drumming noisenobe easilyeasily-

eheajd-byheajdbye ' _ - y the keen-earedkeenearedkeenearedmammal- mammalmamma-
ldi'glitenajaddi'glitendiglitengghten'ghten him away .

Nayukuk expertly maneuvermaneuver-maneuver-
ed

maneuver-
ed

¬-

ed the umiakum ' to the right side ofufuf-
the

of-
thethe whale . My fatherfathe'r' preferredpreferred-
that

preferred-
thatthat side which he consideredconsidered-
advantageous

considered-
advantageousadvantageous when he struck atat-
his

at-
hishis favorite target , the spot justjust-
behind

just-
behindbehind the eye , or the temple ,

where the bone was thin .,

A moment beforebefore'thebeforethe"' the strikestrike-
Uncle

strike-
UncleUncle Nayukuk placed theththethecraftcraftcraft-
to

craft-
toto that precise area . The positionposition-
ofof the umiak was at around a
45 degree angle in relation toto-
the

to-
thethe nose and flukes position ofof-
the

of-
thethe whale.

Monstrous WhaleWhale-
As

Whale-
As

Whale-
AsAs was mentioned earliere.arlier. , thisthis-

particular
this-

particularparticular whale was ofofmonmonmon-mon-
strous

mon-
strous

¬-

strous sizesize . My father struckstruck-
and

struck-
andand hit the mark , as they disdis-disdis-
covered

dis-
covered

¬-

covered later , but the fuse bombbomb-
turned

bomb-
turnedturned out to be a dud . TheThe-
point

The-
pointpoint penetrated the bone butbut-
that

but-
thatthat was all . ,

( TheToe fuse bomb is fired intointo-
the

into-
thethe target with a powder charge .

The Eskimos acquired the weawea-wea-
pons

wea-
pons

¬-

pons , darting gun and shouldershoulder-
gun

shoulder-
gungun , from professional whalerswhalers-
back

whalers-
backback in the 1880's880s1880's1880sI880'sI880s' . Before thatthat-
time

that-
timetime , they used whale harpoonsharpoons-
and

harpoons-
andand the targets were usually thethe-
kidneys

the-
kidneyskidneys or whereverwhe rever internalininternal-
bleeding

ternalternal-
bleedingbleeding resulted . They shied '-

away from the heart becausebecause-
that

because-
thatthat target made the animalanimal-
react

animal-
reactreact with grgreat,at violence . )

The StrikeStrike-
At

Strike-
At

Strike-
AtAt the moment of the strikestrike-

the
strike-

thethe great whale bumped its monmon-mon-
strous

mon-
strous

¬-

strous back and the mountainmountain-

ss ;

i

.,

__-

,
of black protruded from thethe-
water

the-
waterwater as the whale sounded in aa-
swirling

a
swirling mass ofpf foam . ItIt'the.nItthe.nItthenIt'thenIt'the.n-
whipped

It'then-
whipped

'thenthen'

.

whippedwhippedout.outout., its massive flukesflukes-
in

flukes-
in, in a great kickkick-kickto'- to dive intoint thethe-

i sea . ' ,
'
: ,

'.,

At the impact of thetbe strike ,.,

the crcrew(

w backedbacked: off ,a distancedistancc
'
,

as the 'heavyheavylheavy
'

eavy hempIWmp
' harpoonIarpoon} lineline-

atat the bow be'gflubegflubeg'tn1begtn1begs' tototouncoillanduncoiluncoilanduncoillandand: ',,
,

whip around with dizzying.
.

speed as the whale soundedsounde ._

UnexpectedUnexp cted SnagSnag-
Then

.

ThenThThenn it happened ! the wljip-wljipwl1pwl'ip-wl'ipwlipwljip-
ping

wl1wl'ip-
ping

' p -,

ping line cauglitcauglicaughtt att the bow-bowbow-
sprit

bow-
sprit

-.

spritsuddcplydartedsuddeplydartedand the umiak ' suddenlysuddcplysuddeply
darteddartedI I' forward under the un-unun-
planned

un-
planned

un-
planned

- ,

planned tow of the submergingsubmerging-
wJ1ale

submerging-
whalewhalewJ1ale . The tension and the( he speedspeed-
increased

speed-
increasedincreased asas the whalewl iIe soundedsoUnded-

deeper
sounded-

deeperdeeper and deeper .

All of thisths! happened in secssec-secsec-
onds

c-cc-
onds

¬-

onds , but toto the men in thethe-
umiak

the-
umiakumiak it seemed an eternity .

At once rhymy father started fo(00to(0-

tug
to-

tug
(

tug to free it butbu t the sna'gsnagsna'-
gvedgedsatighJlyit

sna-
gwedged&otightlyit

'

__\vedged-sa-tighJly-itvedgedsatighJlyitw.edwed\vedgedsatighJlyitwasimpo. -- _ &O-tight1y-itOtight1yitOtight1yitW3.rimpo-- -- W3.rimpo-
sible

-was-was--wasimpo-
sible

wasinipo-".-- inipo-inipoinipo-
sible

$$'-' -
sible . As he frantically workedworkeworkedworked-
thethe , rushing water started toto-
stream

to-
streamstream into the umiak . The furyfury-
and

fury-
andand power of the diving whalewhale-
was

whale-
waswas taking the boat under withwith-
it

with-
itit !

Unforgettable PicturePicture-
My

Picture-
MyMy-MyMyfather-.' father whipped his handhand-

UfOund
hand-

aroundaroundUfOund to his rightfight hip totQ pull '

out his knife so helie couldcouldcutcut thethe'rop-
e

the-
rope

'-
rope

r-

ope'-
rope

r-

ope'
rope and as helie diddidsoso he tooktookatook-
momentary

took-
momentary

a

momentary glanceglance'backglancebackglances'backglancesbackglance'backatglances'backat"''back at thethe-
stern

the-
sternstern . What he saw was an unUn-UnU-
nforgettable

un-
forgettable

¬-

forgettable picturepict ure . Father tooktook-
particular

took-
particularparticular relish of telling of thethe-
incident

the-
incidentincident years afterwards and itit-
never

it-
nevernever lailedtailed to make him andand-
his

and-
hishis listeners laugh .,

glancedbackHelIe' related : "WhenWhen" I1 glanced
back , the stern of the umiakumiak-
was

umiak-
waswas clear off the water , quitequite-
high

quite-
highhighspeedingforward, andandasas we wereweweree speeding
forward by our bow and yawingyaWi)1RyaWi1R) ,

there was Nayukuk franticallyfrantically-
trying

frantically-
tryingtrying to reach the water withwit-
hhi

with-
hishishi> paddle !

"InIn"" spite ofjheof the gravity of thethe-
situatio

the-
situationsituationsituatio the spectacle I saw waswas-
one

was-
oneone of the most comical I havehave-
ever

have-
everever known . I would have laughlaugh-laugh-
ed

laugh-
ed

¬-

ed out loud then , but at thatthat-
moment

that-
momentmoment we were being takentaken-
under

taken-
underunder by the whale ., "

Freed UnceremoniouslyUnceremoniously-
JustJust as father was about toto-

cut
to-

cutcut the rope with his knife aa-
loud

a-
loudloudloudsnapsnap sounded followed byby-
aa deafening explosion an instantinstant-
later

instant-
laterlater..

The bowsprit had brokenbrokei',

freeing the snaggedsnaggedroperope and thethe-
second

the-
secondsecondsecondreposecondreportreportrepo t was caused by anan-
ex

an-
exploding.inflatedexplodingexplodinginflatedexploding.inflatedex ploding -inflatedinflated-,. in fla ted sealskin floatfloat-
that

float-
thatthat was whipped against thethe-
water

the-
waterwater with such force that itit-
bu

it-
burstburstbu rsl.. ,

bowspritbrokeAt the moment the bowsprit
broke , the stern of the umiakumiak-
fell

umiak-
fellfell back down on the waterwater-
with

water-
withwith a resounding slapslapofof-of-- the flatflat-
bottom

flat-
bottombottom of the umiak and thethe-
man

the-
manman that was shaken up badlybadly-
was

badly-
waswas Uncle Nayukuk who tooktook-
the

took-
thethe shockshockonon his rear sectionsection-
being

section-
beingbeing thet e farthest man back .

A minute or so later , afterafter-
my

after-
mymy father and his men collectedcollected-
their

collected-
theirtheir ' wjtswits about them, theytheysetsetset-
out

set-
outout in pursuit of the woundedwounded-
whale

wounded-
whalewhale ., By that time otherother-
whaling

other-
whalingwhaling crews had seen the actionaction-
of

action-
ofofofmymy father'sfathers' crew and camecame-
on

came-
onon to help.

Whale TakenTaken-
The

Taken-
The

Taken-
TheThe great ., animal was subsub-sub-

dued
sub-

dued
¬-

,dued finally . As it turned turtle ,

a; great shout arose from thethe-
combined

the-
combinedcombinedi( vpices of five whalingwhaling-
crews

whaling-
crewscrewsic that assembled at thethe-
capture

the-
capture . .' ,'capturei<

Many sealskin floatsfloat'sfloatswere' werewere-
attached

were-
attachedattached;, to the dead whale toto-
keep

to-
keepkeep1I it afloat and the slow jobjob-
of

job-
ofof'( towing began . The men sangsang-
and

sang-
andand shoutedshQuted as they paddledpaddled-
hard

paddled-
hardhard1t toward the( he anchoredanchoredshoreshoreshore-
ice

shore-
iceicei

, . Ahead of them lay two oror-
rnor

or-
cniredayscrnorcnire--dayscniredayscniredaysatrdTrigilMSof'--\'!- 1Yr\fid-Tright.3fidTright.3fidTright.3Tright31YrfidTright.3<\----atrd-TrigilMS-ofatrdTrigilMSofatrdTrigilMSofIra-- . ,-tJf iI-aiIa-IraIra- - ., dd-
work

;

workiv required to cut up a giantgiant-
whale

giant-
whalewhalev> .

Ancient Custom

. I

'AccordingAccording'AccdrdiogAccdrdiog'AccdrdingAccdrding'' to custom handedhanded-
down

handed-
downdown thrpughthrpugl1 the ages , theIhe whalewhale'wa-

s'-
was

w- as'-
was

w- as'-
was

w- as'
,. awarded to the captain ofof-

the
of-

thethe crew that first struck itit-
whether

it-
whetherwhether that crew waswaswaspresent'

presentprpresent-
at

sentsent-
alatal., the kill or not.. In this casec-asecase- my
fatherfathmyfathmyfatherstruckfatherstruckr ., struck the animal and heliehe-
and

lie-
andand his crew were actively parpar-par-
ticipating

par-
ticipating

¬-

ticipating at tiTtr-endtiTtrendtltt"endtlttendth "- nd ,

Duringpuring the( 1C cutting , my
.. father'sfathersmyfather's' fuse bomb was foundfound-

arid
'-

right
r-

ight
'-

right
r-

ight
'

andarid helie had planted ifiitit'rightright on011oil01-
1the

oil-
thethe targettatgetrtatgetron, on ihethe thin bone onon-
the

on-
thethe temple . Had thethe ' bomb ex-exex-

1

ex-
I

ex-
pioded

ex-
ploded

-
1I' plodedpiodedstoppedtheititYouldWould\YouldYould\ have stopped
', the huge whale instantly .

One of LargestLargest-
When

Largest-
WhenWhen the baleen , or whalewhale- ¬-

bone , was measuredmeas red the longestlongest-
ofof ihenrthem: was found to be 12 andand-
onehal

and-

onehalfone-halfonehalfone-halhal- f feet in length , one ofof-
the

of-
thethe largestlarg st whales ever taken inin-
the

in-
thethe historyhisto y of the village . '

,

Other , whaleswhale!> were ttaken<ikenken thatthat-
s'eason

that-
seasons'easonseason' jandland the populationppopulatipulati\H1pulatiH1pulatiH1-
rejoiced

\> nn-

rejoicedrejoiced upon their good fortunefortune-
and

fortune-
andand impatientlyimpimpatientlyticntly waited for thethe-
"kahqru

the-
"kahgru

( lie

"kahqruqkahqruq"kahqrukahqru"kahgrukahgru"
,:"' the whaling celebracelebra-celebra-

tion
¬.-

tiont ion ,. an ancientancien t customcus to m per-perper-
formcd'wheri

peper-
formed'wheri

r -.

.
formcd'wheriformcdwheriformed'whetiformedwhetiformed'wheriformedwheri' the season is over . ,"

Feat Told , RetoldRetold'-
From

RetoldRetold'-
From'FromFrom'- FromItheIthe]

.thethe..thetime-timetime.time-. the Whalingwhaling-
season

whaling-
seasonseason wqsw ; s over that year , 'thethe'the-
harrowingl

'the-
harrowing

'

harrowingharrowingl !, experience pfhf)f mymy-
father

my-
fatherfather andan-'dan-dan-'dan-d' his crewrew becamebecame-
on

became-
oneoneononeoneofofuf the most talked1talked ' about "' '

events of Ihethe( he ancient villageItvill.lgeItvilllgeItvill.lgeIt-
went

villageIt-
went

. . ;.;
,

went on likelike
'

that for year'syearsyeats' afterafter-after-
wards

after-
wards

¬-

wards .

It was toldtoldandand retold by thethe-
members

the-
membersmembers of the crew , andlnd< , ofof-
course

of-
coursecoursecourse , my father althoughalth 1ugh hehe-
and

he-
andand his men had no intention ofof-
belittling

of-
belittling

_
belittling Uni-eJUnieJUI1Ur)41"ayttkukTJieUr41ayttkukTJie.) ,

-j]"avjnkuk.TJiey-avjnkuk.TJieya.ukllk.JJ1aukllk.JJ1aukllkJJ1avjnkuk.TJiey-
and

}'. .., ._ -. ___
and many other men'men' inn thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage hadhadrCspecthadrespectrespectrCspect

'
of his abilityability-

asas a helmsmanhelmsmJt) .

Butt of JokeJoke-
It

Joke-
It

Joke-
ItIt was the ordinary , the gengen-gen-

eral

¬'-
eral run ofuf peoplepeuple of the village ,.

unjustly I thoughtthoUg1t! ,. thatthJt nudemddemademdde-
him

made-
himhim the hullQullbutt of thetlethe] joke as thethe-
"man

the-
"man'manman"man'""' who steered the umiak inillil-
lthe

in-

thethe air..
"

If Uncle Nayukuk thoughthoughtthought-
that

thought-
that

I

that he had been wronged liehehe-
never

he-
nevernever madetnadetrade any attemptat tcmpl to rightrigh1righ-
1it

right-
ititit.. Helie kept right on living hbhishb-
OWI1

his-
own

|iis
ownOWI1 way of lifel fe seeminglycemingly unun-unun-
aware

¬.-

aware of the slightingIighting remarkstcmark\tcmarktcmark-
Perhap

\ .

PerhapsPerhap ,. somehowomehow ,. liehe knewknew-
.that

knew-
that helie wouldwouldsomedaysomedayol11eday vindicatevindicJtevindicJte-
hilmelf

vindicate-
himselfhimselfhilmelfhimself-himselfby-

by doing a mostmo t prodiprodlprodi-prodi-
gious

¬'-
giousgiou performanceperfonnJnce that waswa everever-
done

ever-
donedone by anylilY, man in111 his village .

/'"


