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Corp. Heads for ClashClashB-
yBy MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

JUNEAU-. JUNEAU - On the eve of the firstfir-tfirt.- annual meeting ofof-
Sealaska

of-
SealaskaSealaska Corporation a struggle is brewing internallyintenlally toto-
see

to-
seesee who will hold the reins in this multi-millionmultimillionmulti.milliolmultimilliolmulti-millionmultimillion-. } dollar rere-rere-

gional
re-

gional

¬-

gional corporation of Southeastern AlaskaAla ka NativesNatives .

WithWithsomesome 16,000160006,0006000t , stockholders , Sealaska is already ,

the largest on a population basisbasis-
of

basis-
ofof the Native regional corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions formed under the AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative Claims SettlementSettlcment Act..,, ItIt-
stands

It-
standsstands to receive about S200$200200$2'00200$2'00-

million
$200-

million
$ '

million from the Alaska NativeNatIve-
Fund

Native-
FundFund over the next 11-15111511.151115i 1.15115-. years ,

in addition to other revenues affdanan-
landland .

As noted in its first annualannual-
report

annual-
reportreport to the stockholders , thethe-
Sealaska

the-
SealaskaSealaska Corp . , under PresidentPresident-
John

President-
JohnJohn BorbridgeBar bridge Jr . , .hashas. has laid aa-
solid

a-
solidsolid groundwork for impleimple-imple-
menting

imple-
menting

¬-

menting the Land Claims Act onon-
the

on-
thethe regional and village level , jugjug-jug-
gling

¬.-

gling the day to day details ofof-
running

of-
runningrunning the corporation withwith-
highlevel

with-
highlevelhigh-levelhighlevel- battles with the InterInter-Inter-
ior

¬.-

ior Department and various statestate-
agenci

state-
agenciesagenciesagenci s .

In meetings in111 each of thethe-
communities

the-
communitiescommunities within thethc SealaskaSealaska-
Corp

Sealaska-
CorpCorp . , as well as several commu--commucommu-commu-
nities

commu-
nities

commu-
nities

- -.

nities outside Alaska , BorbridgeBorbridge-
says

Borbridge-
sayssays helie has given a full run-downrundownrundown-
of

rundow-
nofthe

-

ofofthethe corporation'scorporations ' activitiesactivities-
b'eyond

activities-
beyondbeyondb'eyond

'
a fiduciary responsibilityresponsibility-

toto the shareholders , to educateeducate-
them

educate-
themthem in the ways a corporationcorporation-
functions

corporation-
functionsfunctions .

"WeWe" were packedpackedeverywhereeverywhereeverywhere-
that

everywhere-
thatthat we went and there was aa-

significant
a-

significantsignificant turn-outturnout- of younger

people ,
" BorbridgeBorbndge saidsatd withWIwith-

pride
thth-

pridepride inJja'sinJjasin '-s
s'-s
s' voice . "That'sThats" '' thethe-

hope
the-

tropehopetrope o&fheofheof&, he future ."
CaiiCa C . Nelson ,. presidentrresl'lntrresl'lrresllprest'Jentnt ofof-

the
of-

thethe dissidentssident FairFmr Deal Associa-AssociaAssocia-

tionr

Associa-

tio
Associa-

tio
-

tionrtio of Sealaska!*aaskaaska CorporationCorporation-
areholders

Corporation-
areholdersshareholdersareholders , is looking askanceaskance-

atat all this however , criticalcriticalnotnotnot-
of

not-
ofof what BorbridgeBorbndgc says SealaskaSeaJaskaSeaJaska-
has

Sealaska-
hasliashas accomplished , but what heliehe-
Nelson

lie-
Nelson( Nelson ) says those in111 power arearcarc-

trying
are-

tryingtrying to do .

"They'reTheyre" ' not giving us aa-
choice

a-
choicechoice ," Nelson said ..

Nelson'sNelsons' criticismcntJcism is directeddlrectedirected-
atat the interimmterim boardboardofof SealaskaSealaska-
Corp

Sealaska-
CorpCorp . , which helie says is makingmaklOg aa-

Oagran

a-

flagrantflagrantOagrant attempt.,. to perpetuateperpetuate-
themselves

perpetuate-
themselvesthemselves in office . The nominomi-nomi-
nations

nomi-
nations

¬-

nations committeecomo ttee of SealaskaSealaska-
Corp

Sealaska-
CorpCorp . has nominatednomina ed for thethe-
board

'

boardboardallallaJI butbu t oneone ( BertrandBertrand-
Campbell

Bertrand-
CampbellCampbell ) of its present boardboard-
members

board-
membersmembers .

They include Borbridge , RobRob-Rob-

ert
Rob-

ert
¬-

ert "JeffJeff" "' David Sr. , llainesHaines ;;

Sam Demmert , Yakutat ; CyrilCyril-
George

Cyril-
GeorgeGeorge , Angoon ; Gilbert Gun-GunGun-
derson

GunfGun-
derson

-.
f/ '"

derson , WrangellWrangeU ; Aaron T .

Isaacs , Craig ; Mark Jacobs Sr . ,

SitkaSttka ; Clarence Jackson Sr.. ,

Kake ; Marlene Johnson , HoonahlIoonah ,

( continued on page 6)6)
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LeonardLeonard Kato , KlawockKtawock ; RichRich-Rich-
ard

Rich-
ard

¬-

ard Kito , Petersburg ; RogerRoger-
Lang

Roger-
LangLang , Anchorage ; Byron Mallot ,

Douglas ; and Charles Nelson ,

Ketchikan .
.II..-

IManagement

'
Management is also backingbacking-

Judson
backing-

JudsonJudson Brown , Eureka , Calif. ;

LawrenceEawrence W . Dalton Sr . ,. Ketch-KetchKetch-
Mkan

-.

' ; Robert Sanderson , Hyda-HydaHyda-
burg

Hyda-
burg

-.

burg ;; and Kenneth Leask , Seat-
tle

SeatSeat-Seat-
tle

¬-

tle , for board positions .

In its proxy form , sent toto-
each

to-
eacheach eligible stockholder , thethe-
shareholder

the-
shareholdershareholder is asked to checkcheck-
his

check-
hishis shares are to be voted "forfor" "
or "withheldwithheld" " in the election .ofofof-
the

. ff-
thethe boardboardofof directors of SeaSea-Sea-
laska

Sea-
laska

¬-

laska Corp . It is admittedly aa-
management

a-
managementmanagement slate , which Bor-BorBor-

bridge
Bor-

bridge
-.

bridge argues is necessary for-
continuity

forfor-
continuitycontinuity .

"II"" 1 stress the importance ofof-
continuity

of-
continuitycontinuity being a vitalvitalelementelementelement-
inin the business world ,," he said .

"TheThe" eyes of the business worldworld-
and

world-
andand government are on the rere-rere-

gional

re-

gional

¬-

gional corporations , to see whewhe-whe-
ther

whe-
ther

¬-

ther we are going to make it oror-
not

or-
notnot..

"
"IfIf"II" f you favor thethe'individualtheindividualthe'individual-

nominated

' individualindiVidua-
lnominated(nominated ) vote for a manage ¬.

ment slate , (for ) managementmanagement-
hashas established

'
a clear recordrecord-

asas to where it sees itself goinggoing-
in

going-
inin the future .

"
Yet the proxy form has nono-

space
no-

spacespace far writing in the namename-
of

name-
ofof a new candidate and NelsonNelson-
says

Nelson-
sayssays the "proxyproxy" card doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-
allow

doesn't-
allow

'
allow the option of .givinggiving

.
, some >.,

one else your proxy ," someone , ,

that is ,. other than management..
"ContinuityContinuity" at this point isis-

irrelevant
is-

irrelevantirrelevant ; we'rewere' not involved in-

anything
inin-

anythinganything . Management is takingtaking-
away

taking-
awayaway the rightrigllt ofofchoicechoice in votvot-vot-
ing

vot-
ing

¬-

ing ," Nelson charges .

"PersonallyPersonally" ,, I have-havebave-bavehavenothingbavenothing-- nothingnothing-
against

nothing-
againstagainst John (Borbridge ) or anyany-

of
any-

ofof the boardboaed members ; it'sits'' just aa-
mattermatter.J1J1!. tter of having a choifcechoicechoi e ,:,"' NelNel-Nel-

son
Nel-

son
¬-

sonson said .

So on behalf of the Fair DealDeal-

Organization
Deal-

OrganizationOrganization which he leads ,

Nelson is askingaskingstockholdersstockholders toto-
sign

to-
signsign overaver their proxies not toto-
the

to-
thethe interimirtterim management ofof-
Sealaska

of-
SealaskaSealaska , but to Fair Deal , whichwhich-
will

which-
willwill caucus in Juneau April 9 , ',

the day before the annual meetmeet-meet-
ing

meet-
ing

¬-

ing , to determine the nomineesnominees-
for

nominees-
forfor whom the proxies willwjll bebe-

voted
be-

votedvoted .

"IfIf" your community nominomi-nomi-
nates

nomi-
nates

¬-

nates and elects ,. a candidate ,

we'llwell' back them up ,,"" Nelson isis-

t

is-

ling
is-

tellingtellingt \lingling\ stockholders . "ThereThere" areare-
a

are-
aa number of qualified peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho have not110t been considered ,

whatever the people decide ,

that'sthats' fine with rheme ."
Nelson declines to take jabsjabs-

at
jabs-

at
,
at the business operation

,
ofof-

Sealaska
of-

SealaskaSealaska , other than on the issueissue-

of
issue-

ofofofmanagementmanagement controls in thethe-
upcoming

the-
upcomingupcoming board election , but onon-
that

on-
thatthat issuessue he is adamant... "PeoPeo"Peo-"Peo-
ple

"Peo-
ple

" -¬

ple feelf 11)ley11ley'theythey' they) have to sign'sign'' andand-
return

and-
returnreturn the proxies ," (giving them

to management ) he said .

Borbridge argues , on the otherother-
hand

other-
handhand ,. that candidates for thethe-
board

the-
board'ofboardboard'ofboardof'

of directors may be nominomi-nom-
i'nated

nomi-
nated

¬-

nated'nated' at the annual meetingmeptinmeeting-
management(management must also placeplace-

its
place-

itsits names in nomination ) andand-
that

and-
thatthat others may solicit proxies ,

so long as it isii! done in an approappro-appro-
priate

appro-
priate

-¬

priate manner...

Ifi f SealaskaSea/askaSeaaska/ doesn'tdoesnt' feel 'in-'ininin-'in-

clined
in-

clined

'in¬-

clined to give stockholders anan-
alternative

an-
alternativealternative proxy form , Nelson'sNelsonsNelson's-
organization

Nelson's-
organization

'
does-doesdoes---doesanddocs and isorganization .- -- - doingdoing-

soso.

InstructioiInstructimlnstructioi si on how to rere-rere-
voke

re-
voke

¬-

voke one proxy ( for Sealaska )

and sign over another to FairFair-
Deal

Fair-
DealDeal arcare being sent out throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe mails . ,

"TheThe" response has been veryvevery-

good
ryry-

goodgood ," said Nelson.

All proxies , for management ,

Fair Deal or others ,, will be ruledruled-
on

ruled-
onon by the Bank of America ,

which is charged with conductconduct-conduct-
ing

conduct-
ing

¬-

ing the election .

"AsAs" long as they are legal ,

they'lltheyll' be counted ,," BorbridgeBorbridge-
said

Borbridge-
saidsaid .,

"ButBut" we'rewere' tellirtgtelling peopleIe ,

whether you favor manage/managemanagermanage-

or
mana : r/ entent-

or
ent-

oror not , send in the proxy1proxy ,
" hehe-

said
he-

saidsaisdsaid ..'-
In

I-

n'
In order to hold itsit annualannual-

meeting
annual-

meetingmeeting , Sealaska needs a minimini-mini-

mum
mini-

mum
¬-

mum of 6,8266826, proxies,, to estabestab-estab-
lish

¬.-

lish a quorum .

Borbridge is optimistic thatthat-
there

that-
therethere will be aquorum.quorumaquorum. and thatthat-
"in

that-
"in"inin" the end the Tlingits andand-
HaidasHaidasHaidasa ,d s will make their choicechoice-
onOnn who willwi\lwil\ most carefully leadlead-
them

lead-

themthem - not only for themselves ,

but for their children . "
He predicts the present manman-man-

agement
man-

agement

¬-

agement will maintain control..

"FairFair" Deal does not proposepropose-
nor

propose-
nornor can it reasonably expect toto-
elect

to-
electelect a total new board ," writeswrites-
Nelson

writes-
NelsonNelson , in a statement explainingexplaining-
thethe stand of his organization .

,."AllAll" theythe ask is an opportunityopportunity-
toto place some candidates of thethe-
people's

the-
people'speople'speoples' choice on the SealaskaScalaskaScalaska-
Board

Sealaska-
BoardBoard of Directors ."

Nelson and four other officersofficers-
of

officers-
ofof Fair Deal put up their ownown-
money

own-
moneymoney to finance legal assistanceassistance-
and

assistance-
andand organize the organization .

"ItIt" has been very difficult . . .,

but .thethe.. dedication to the purpur-pur-
pose

¬.-

pose of gaining a voice in Sealas-SealasSeal.as-Seal.asSealas-
ka

Sealas-
ka

Seal.as-
ka

. -

ka CorporationCor'poration'
has made the fifi-fifi-

nancial

¬.-

nancial sacrifice worthwhile ,,"" hehe-
said

he-
saidsaid .

But Borbridge contends aa-

great
a-

greatgreat deal more
.
than a simplesimple-

issue
simple-

issueissue of "choicechoice"choiccchoicc" "' is at stake .

Without naming names he saidsaid-
that

said-
thatthat "thethe" last thing Sealaska oror-
any

or-
anyanyanycorporationcorporation needs is the un-unun-
inspired

unun-
inspired

-.

inspiredin'spired' handhan'd
'

of the Bureau ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian Affairs in its activities .

Self-determinationSelfdetermination- is a very im ¬=

portant elementclement of the ClaimsClaims-
Act

Claims-
ActAct and 'thethe', the BIAlA shouldn'tshouldnt' bebe-
allowed

be-
allowedallowed to sneak in the backback-
door

back-
doordoordoor-door. '- '


