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What will happen to HB 960 ?

Rural Alaskans have been fighting the subsistence battlebattle-
on

battle-
onon two fronts-onefrontsone-- in Washington , D.CDC. . , the other in Ju-JuJu-

neau
Ju-

neau
Ju-

neau
-

neau . This week , nearly a year'syears' worth of subsistencesubsistence-
work

subsistence-
workwork will be voted up or voted down by the state House ofof-

Representatives
of-

RepresentativesRepresentatives . The work we are referring to is the resultresult-
of

result-
ofof months of effort by a special House committee on subsub-sub-

sistence
sub-

sistence
¬-

sistence , ably chaired by Rep . Nels Anderson of Dilling-DillingDilling-
ham

Dilling-
ham

Dilling-
ham

-

ham ; its name is House Bill 960 .

House Bill 960 is a legislative attempt to come to gripsgrips-
with

grips-
withwith previous failures of the State of Alaska to managemanage-
fish

manage-
fishfish and game resources with sufficient regard for thosethose-
citizens

those-
citizenscitizens who rely most heavily on those resources for theirtheir-
very

their-
veryvery livelihood . It is an attempt to plug many of the looploop-loop-
holes

loop-
holes

¬-
holes that anti-subsistenceantisubsistence-- bureaucrats have used to subsub-sub-

vert
sub-

vert
¬-

vert even the modest subsistence commitments of previousprevious-
state

previous-
statestate Administrations .

At the outset , the bill goes beyond any other legislativelegislative-
foray

legislative-
forayforay into this sensitive subject by stating the clear need toto-

manage
to-

managemanage fish and game resources for the benefit of all AlasAlas-Alas-

kans
Alas-

kans
¬-

kans , while at the same time recognizing that given thethe-

scarcity
the-

scarcityscarcity of some of those resources , some users have aa-

greater
a-

greatergreater need for fish andfud: game than others ,, a perfectlyperfectly-
sound

perfectly-
soundsound and pragmatic philosophy , long overdue for impleimple-imple-
mentation

imple-
mentation

¬-

mentation .

From a management standpoint , the bill would createcreate-
within

create-
withinwithin the Department of Fish and Game a division ofof-

subsistence
of-

subsistencesubsistence hunting aridand fishing which would complementcomplement-
thethe existing divisions of game , sport fisheries and commercommer-commer-
cial

commer-
cial

¬-
cial fisheries , recognizing at long last that subsistence hunthunt-hunt-
ing

hunt-
ing

¬-

ing and fishing is not a rural hobby unworthy of profesprofes-profes-
sional

profes-
sional

¬-

sional managementman gement attention . The division would serve aa-

similar
a-

similarsimilar function to other divisions by providing solid , acac-acac-

curate
ac-

curate
¬-

curate data on subsistence dependence , subsistence techtech-tech-
nology

tech-
nology

¬-

nology , as well as subsistence habitat and species to thethe-

Legislature
the-

LegislatureLegislature and the Board of Fish and Game and makemake-
subsistence

make-
subsistencesubsistence policy recommendations .

The bill alsoalo!: specifies the 'dutiesduties' uties of the Fish and GameGame-
Boards

Game-
BoardsBoards by affirming previous state policy that subsistencesubsistence-
useuse of fish and game shall be the priority use of those rere-rere-

sources
re-

sources
¬-

sources in the event of conflict brought on by resourceresource-
scarcity

resource-
scarcityscarcity . Under the act , subsistence users would be dede-dede-

termined
de-

termined
¬-

termined according , in order , to customary and directdirect-
dependence

direct-
dependencedependence upon fish and game resources , local residencyresidency-
and

residency-
andand availability of alternative resources . The bill wouldwould-
also

would-
alsoalso beef up the authority of the Board of Game to desigdesig-desig-

nate
desig-

nate
¬-

nate subsistence hunting zones , a provision demanded byby-

furious
by-

furiousfurious rural Alaskans who have vainly tried and failedfailed-
repeatedly

failed-
repeatedlyrepeatedly to petition the creation of such zones , despitedespite-
aa law authorizing subsistence zones that has been on thethe-

books
the-

booksbooks for several years . This provision closes severalseveral-
loopholes

several-
loopholesloopholes in the old law and improves the chances thatthat-
the

that-
thethe will of rural Alaskans shall be done .

Lastly , the bill would make permanent the interim comcom-com-

mittee
com-

mittee
¬-

mittee 6nfann subsistence which would provide legislative monmon-mon-
itoring

mon-
itoring

¬-

itoring of state subsistence policy on a fulltimefuptiIi1e basis .

Although we regard passage of the entire bill as essentialessential-
toto bringing about credible state subsistence managementmanagementtmanagementt-
we

,
we are particularly supportive of this provision . We havehave-
said

have-
saidsaid before , and we would like to think we need not say itit-

much
it-

muchmuch more , that the past performance of the state inin-

meeting
in-

meetingmeeting its subsistence management obligations to ruralrural-

Alaskans
rural-

AlaskansAlaskans is too poor and the subversion of rural effortsefforts-

to
efforts-

toto change that dismal situation too flagrant , to allow fishfish-

and
fish-

andand game management , under any Administration , to concon-con-

tinue
con-

tinue
¬-

tinue without oversightoversjght by the closest thing to the voice ofof-

the
of-

thethe people-thepeoplethe- Legislature . It is in the finestfmest tradition ofof-

the
of-

thethe American system of checks and balances that thisthis-
proposal

this-
proposalproposal has beenVroughtbeen wtQughtWrqught . ThereTh re is nothing radical oror-

faintly
or-

faintlyfaintly amiss in the notion that administrators , from govergover-goverJ-

.1ors

gover-

nors
¬-

norsJ.1orsJ1ors. to commissioners on down , should be tracked by a



'legislativelegislative'\ watchdog ,.
'

This is especially true in
, #thele .,

case ofof'-

subsistence
of-

subsistence'subsistencesubsistence' management , a case in which tthee performancepertonnperformance-
of

ncence-
ofof administratorsadIinistrators has' fallen below thetile legal minimumJt1iniinun ,.

GovernorGov rnor Hammond indicated to us a few shorfshoq'weeksshoqweeksshoq'weeks-
ago

shorweeksshorweeks-
ago

( ' ;'weeks
ago that he was now looking to the Legislature for direcdirec-direc-

tion
direc-

tion

¬-
tion on the subsistence issue . We feel this bill providesprovides-

tha
provides-

thatthattha direction , in the right direction . We trust the StateState-

House
State-

HouseHouse ., this week will movemOve House Bill 960 one long stepstep-

closer
step-

closercloser to the governor'sgovernors' desk for signature .
'

,

J.R.RJR.RJRR.....


