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ANAKTUVUK GETS CAT AFTER TWO YEARYEAR-

DELAY
YEAR-

DELAYDELAY - Jack Ahgook puts the village tractortractorI-

nin gear after unloading from a HereHero cargo planeplane-

last
plane-

lastlast Sunday . The delivery of the government

surplus machine came only after much shufflingshuffling-
around

shuffling-
aroundaround , looking for funds to finance transportransr.or-transr.ortranspor-transr.or-
tat

transpor-
tation

. ¬-

tationtat Ion costs .

- Photo by FRANK MURPHY

By FRANK MURPHYMURPIIYMURPHY-

How

MURPHY-

HowHowlowI do you move a 41,000410004141,000-
lb

,000000,000-

lb
,

Iblb . catapillar tractor 240 milesmiles-

across
miles-

acrossacross the Yukon River , throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe Brooks Range andandmtoandintointomto thethe-

Eskimo
the-

EskimoEskimo village of Anaktuvuk

AnakfuvulcAnaktuvuk Finally GefsGets TracforTractor After 2 Year Delay
Pass? One additional factor :

you don'tdont' have money to paypay-

anyone
pay-

anyoneanyone to help you .

For the past two years thethe-

residents
the-

residentsresidents of Anaktuvuk and thethe-

BlA
the-

BIABIABlA have pondered this questionquestion-
mightIly

question-
mightilymightily .

The only answer found was ,.

"YouYou" don'tdont' ! "
The 353S plus year-oldyearold-- tractortractor-

ongInally
tractor-

originallyoriginallyongInally turned up in a governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment surplus lot backbackinin early
1971.. At the request of thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage councilcouncd ,. BIA selected thisthis-

particular
this-

particularparticular catapillarcataplIlar for use inIIIII-

IAnaktuvuk
in-

AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk Pass . The councilcouncil-
needed

council-
neededneededneededItit for clearingcleanng house sites ,.

stream dredging and , most escs-cses-escs-

peclally
es-

pecially

¬-

peciallypeclally , for airfieldmteld maintenmamten-mamtenmainten-mamten-
ance

mainten-
ance

¬-

ance .

The village airfieldaufield is Anak-AnakAnak-

tuvuk's
Anak-

tuvuk's
Anak-

tuvuk's

-

tuvuk'stuvuks' lifelinehfehne to the outsideoutside-
world

outside-
worldworld which pumps in111 food andand-

fuel
and-

fuelfuel during the winter monthsmonths-
when

months-
whenwhen the temperature isis40-4040- toto-

70
to-

70-7070.70-. and game is scarce . WashWash-Wash-

outs
¬.-

outs damage the stripstnp and thethe-

villagers
the-

villagersvillagers have been maintainingmaInmaintaining-
it

tal1mgtal1mg-
it

!
it by hand-carryinghandcarryinghand-carrylngcarrylnghandcarryingrocks-- rocks to filltfill-
the

llll-

thethe holes and level the stripstnpstrip-

Continued
stnp-

Continued
strip-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)
-
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DELIVERY ACCOMPLISHED - Larry Irving ,

field representative for the Community andand-

Regional
and-

RegionalRegional Affairs Agency presents Noah Ahgook ,,

mayor of Anaktuvuk pass ,. with the crank for the

, - -- .

caterpillar tractor delivered to the village Sunday ..

The tractor! rJctor< is much needed for maintainingmalntaln1l1gmalntaln1l1g-

the
maintaining-

thethe village'svillages' airstripllrstnp .- Photo by FRANK MURPHY

Anaktuvuk Tractor . . .
IConllnuedieilmHtl, ,, , fromfrnm Daneran , 11I1

This January , the villagevillagvillag-
ecouncil

villag-
council

e
council asked Steve Gage , aEE-

youngyoung field social worker outouloul-

of
ouou-

of
t

of the Fairbanks office of BIABlABlA-

to
BIA-

toto see if he could assist themthenthem-

in
then-

inin getting the "catcat" " to AnakAnak-Anak-
tuvuk

Anak-

tuvuk
-

tuvuk . Melie wouldwouldofof course , fiistfilstfilst-

have
ErrsErr-

shavehave to find it , as nobody waswawa-

too
s!

too sure where it was after twotwo-
years

twtw-

yearsyears .

It/! turnedturnedupup inm the FairbanksFairbanks-
tractor

Fairbanks-
tractortractor yard of the NorthernNortherNorthern-
Commercl.ll

Norther-
Commercial

n
CommercialCommercl.llCommerclll. Company . TraineesTrameesTraineeTramees-
from

Trainees-
fromfrom the Seward SkillSkdl CenterCenter-
had

Center-
hadhad keptkepI ilIt inIJ1 good repairrepdlr andJndJnd-

It
and-

itit was runningrunl1111g andandreadyready to gogo-

NowNowgoNowall thatIhJt remained was toto-

find
to-

find
>

find that elusive financingfinanc1l1g forfor-
for

for-

forfor a flight to AnaktuvukAn.lktuvuAnlktuvu. " .

Steve Gage called JohnJohn-

Shively
John-

ShivelyShively , executive director olufofuf-

AFN
of-

AFNAFN , an old friendfriendandandand.lnandanan.lnln.ln-

expert
an-

expert
.

expert at thawingthawmg funds out ofof-

fr07en
of-

frozenfiwenfr07enfrozen budgets . Shively sugsug-sug-

gesled
sug-

gested
¬-

gestedgesled contactingcont.lctlngcontlctlng. Larry IrvingIrvlflg ,
Fairbanksralrban"sralrbans" fieldj Icld representativerepresenrepresentative-
from

t.ltlvetltlvet.ltlve-
trom

.
fromtrom the State CommunityCommunJly andand-

ReglOndl
and-

RegionalRegionalReglOndl Affairs Department ,

who waswa rumored to have thethe-

abillly
the-

abilityabilityabillly to obtainobtaI!] grantsgrJnts lorfor propm-pmpm-

Je

pro-propro-
jects

¬-

jectsJejectsts of thistills naturena ture .

IrvingIrv1l1g was optimisticopltmlstic , andand-

after
and-

afterafter going through channels in11111-

1Juneau
in-

JuneauJuneau , secured $3,0003000$ , to pay
freightpayfreightcosts and miscellaneousmiscellaneous-
connected

miscellaneous-
connectedconnected expenses . After twotwo-

years
two-

yearsyears the "youyou" don'tdont' " hadhad-

finally
had-

finallyfinally been changed to "youyou"you-
do

"you-
do

"
do "

.

The answer to the questionquestHn) ofof-

how
of-

howhow to move the catapillarcatapillar-
tractor

catapillar-
tractortractor turnedturnedoutout to be getget-

yourself
get-

yourselfyourselfyourselfaa cooperativecooperattve socialsocial-

worker
social-

workerworker with good connections .

As a social worker , Gage couldcould-

have
could-

havehave claimed that the problemproblem-
wasn't

problem-
wasn'twasn'twasnt' within his jurisdictionJUrisdictIOn-
and

jurisdiction-
andand asked the council to write toto-

the
to-

thethe proper authorities .

ThisTIm could have prolongedprolonged-
thethe stalemate of havinghavmg thetee propro-pro-
blem

¬.-

blem in Anaktuvuk and thethe-

solution
the-

solutionsolution into FairbanksFalfbanks .

Once the funding had beenbeen-

obtained
been-

obtainedobtained , arrangements progressprogress-progress-
ed

¬.-

ed remarkably well.. AlaskaAlaska-

International
Alaska-

internationalInternational Air , contracted toto-

drop
to-

dropdrop off the catapillar on theirtheir-

regular
their-

regularregular run to the T-3T3T-TTArcllc- ] ArcticArcllcArcllc-

Research
Arctic-

ResearchResearch Station , one of thethe-

very
the-

veryvery few placespl.lcespllces. into the world toto-

which
to-

whichwhich AnaktuvukAna " tuvuk Pass is a stopstop-stop-
over

stop-
over

¬-

over
overDueDue to the extreme weightweight-

of
weight-

ofof the equipment , two flights

were scheduled . One to bring
I the stripped tractor and one toto-
tt deliverdehver the bulldoierbulldolerbulldozer blade ,

,. winchwinchandandandotherother accessories .

LastLasl Sunday , only six weeksweeks-
after

weeks-
after¬ after the funds had been apap-apap-

proved
ap-

proved
¬-

proved , the stripped "catcat"calcal" " was
j loaded aboardaboardaa HerculeslIercules Turbo-TurboTurbo-

Prop
Turbo-

Prop
Turbo-

Prop
-

PropProphldlFairbankswhich\\hldlhldl\ tooktootookoff" off fromfront FairFair-¬-

banks . ApproximatelyApproximJtely twotwo-
hours

two-
hours

( wo
hourspl.lnebJn"edlater , the giantgldnt cargo planepl.lnepllne.
bankedbJn"edbJned" through thetine toweringtowering-
peaks

towering-
peakspeaks of the BrooksBmo-.sBmo.sBmo.ss!-. Range anddnddnd-
settled

and-
settledyardAna"tuvukyardAnaktuvuksettled gently on theIhe 150 yard
AnaktuvukAna"tuvukAnatuvukAna"tuvukalrstflpAnaktuvukairstrip" airstripalrstflp

PracticallyairstripPracticallyalrstflpPractically
everyone mIIII!] thethe-

village
( lie

village assembledscl11bledJscl11bled.ItassembledatJt.ItItat. the foot ot01of01-

the
of-

thethe cargoC.lfguClfgu. ramp.lmplmpr . , totll assist.ll. 'I\t'IIt' \ inIJ1IJ-

1unlu.ldmg
in-

unloadingunloadingunlu.ldmgunluldmg. The "catcat"CJICJI" " wasWJ , drivendrtvendrtven-
ou

driven-
outoutouvdl.lgehJIIvillagehallt otatof the planepl.IIICplIIIC. to the villagevdl.lgevdllge.
hallhJII by JackJJck AliL'CHikAliLCHikAho'IAhAhgisik'o'IoI' " ,, andJndJndmcetandmeetmeetmcet-mcetmeet-¬-

ing six men dragged a sectionsection-
of

section-
ofof housinghQusing across the( lie frozenfrolCnfrolCn-

ground
frozen-

groundground .

Since Larry IrvingIrvlllg and SteveSteve-

Gage
Steve-

GageGage had accompanied thetile flightflight-

vIIlJge
flight-

villagevillagevIIlJge council president , NoahNoah-

Ahgook
Noah-

AhgookAhgook calledcalledaa meetingmeeling of thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage council to discuss thethe-
difficulties

the-

difficultiesdifficulties ofofmall1ta1l1ingofmaintainingmaintainingmall1ta1l1ing theIheIhe-

tractor
the-

tractortractor inm Anaktuvuk'sAnaktuvuks' less thanthJnthJn-
Ideal

than-
idealideal climacticclunactic conditionsconditions-

Tools

conditions-

ToolsToolsToobToobandandandaa shedhed for propro-¬-.protectIontectionSection in winterinler werev.erevere. citedcitedJcitedasasJas-

necessitiesnecessitiesnece sltles for keepingkeepll1g thethe-
Il1ddunery

the-
machinerymachineryIl1ddunery in111III goodgoodrep.IILgoodrepairrepairrep.IILrepIIL. ..

'1 IrvingIrvlHg explainede\pldlncdepldlncdeplained\_ thatth.ltthlt. no ad.lJlJad-adad-

ditional
. ¬.-

ditionaldltllmal lundstllndfunds werev.erevere. avialableJVIdJbltavltlableavltlable-
tilt

, ,

thistlmtilt ,
, yejryearCdrCdr0'; , so\00\ helielieandand.1I11I1. thetile councilcUlIncl1cUlIncl1-

he
council-

beganbeganhe ail planningplanl1lllg lorfor nextne\tnetnc'tnct\' yeareMeM-

WithWithWithoneyearWithone long-standinglongstanding10ng-\I.lIl10ngI.lIl10ngI.lIlIlIl- \ . mg problemproblem-
resolved

problem-
resolvedresolved , the people of01 AnakAn.I-An.IAnak-An.I-

tllvuk
Anak-

tuvuk
. " ¬-

tuvuktllvuk PassPJSS hadh.llhll. ! little"ItllItll" ' timetllne toto-

celebrate
' 00-

celehrcelebratecelehr .ltelte. beforebeftHe buckling downdOlndOl\dOldOl-

to
down-

to
\ n

to solvingOIVlllg theIhe nextne\tnetnest\ oneolle


