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16 Bands ofofN.W.TofNW.TofNWTN.W.TNW.TNWT. . . Indians Take ActionActio'n' to Protect Rights
The sixteen bands of thethe-

N.W.T
the-

N.W.TInthanN.W.TNW.TNWT. . . represented by the In-Inn-nn-

dian
n-

dian
-

dianthan Brotherhood of the NorthNorth-North-
west

North-
west

¬-

west Territories on April 2 , 1919731973-

took
1973-

took
3

took action to protect theirtheir-

rights
their-

rightsrights to land in the Treaty 88-

and
8-

andand 1III11 areas , comprising 320 ,
000,000000000000.000,. acres .

The action , whichwhichwaswas dede-dede-

cided
de-

cided
¬-

cided upon by the chiefs of thethe-

sixteen
the-

sixteensixteen bands last March 24 ,

takes the form of a legal caveatcaveat-

against
caveat-

againstagainst any andandallall crown landland-

transfers
land-

transferstransfers in the area specifiedspeciledspecil ed inin-

the
in-

thethe document ..

ThisTills constitutes a land freezefreeze-

in
freeze-

inin the MacKenzie Delta and partpart-

of
part-

ofof the Western Arctic . It isI-
Sbelieved

is-

believedbelieved that if registered thethe-

caveat
the-

caveatcaveat would impose severesevere-

limitations
severe-

limitationslimitations upon the north inin-

regards
in-

regardsregards to northern developdevelop- ¬-

ment.. .

This means that until May 1515-

at
15-

atatatII' least , all crown landlandinin10 thethe-

area
the-

areaarea cannot be bought , sold ,

or otherwise transferred .

There are several factorsfactors-
which

factors-
whichwhich influenced the chiefs toto-

make
to-

makemake this strong decision butbut-

perhaps
but-

perhapsperhaps the most imperative oneone-

was
one-

waswas the numerous changes taktak-taktak-

ing
tak-

ing
¬-

ing place all around them and

the threat to the foundation ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir life-stylelifestyle- , the land .

Although Treaties 8 and 1IIIII-

were

I-

were
1

were signed in10 1899 and 1921 ,

respectively , the interpretationIOterpretationIOterpretation-
by

interpretation-
byby the signers ( Federal CrownCrown-

and
Crown-

andand the Indian people of thethe-
N.W.T

the-
N.W.TN.W.TNW.TNWT. . .) , are radically different..

The government contends thatthat-

these
that-

thesethese treaties constitute a sursur-sur-

render
¬.-

render of land by the IndianIr dlan

people andandallall rights to if forfor-

the
for-

thethe generous settlement ofofoncofoneoneonconc-

square
one-

squaresquare mile for everycvery familyfanuly ofof-

five
of-

fivefive .

We rejectreJcct thisIus! contention andand-

mamtam
and-

maintainmaintainmamtam thattlut these treatiestredlles werewere-

peace
were-

peacepeace treatiestrealles and not landldndldnd-

cessatIOns
land-

cessationscessations and on that basis wewewe-

have
we-

havehave never accepted the terms oror-

the
or-

thethe landIJnd allocation . It is19 ourour-

belief
our-

beliefbelief that we stillstili holdholdJborlholdaboriaboriJborl-Jborlabori-Jborl-

gmal
abori-

ginal
¬-

ginalgmal rights to thistillS landlandandand arcarearc-

the
are-

thethe onlyonlyownersowners ofofItitIt..

It is the beliefbehef thatthatewe\\ee\ ownown-

the
'

the landIdndIdndandlandandand the specialspecldl statusstatus-
that

tatu
that the land hashJS infit our cultureculture-
and

culture-
andand religionrcllgll1l1 thatthlt, hasha led to10 ourour-

confusllJn
our-

confusioncontusionconfusllJnconfusion andJnd dismaydl\nltldlnltl\ } at,II thethe-

tredtment
the-

treatmenttreatmenttredtment thaithJtthat the governmentgovernment-
hJS

government-
hashashJS accordedaC\ordedaCordedaCordedUaccordedits\: usU\UitsU111\ in111 relationrelltll1n, to1010-

our
to-

ourour landIJndland-

The
land-

theThe1 he government hashJ\hJhJplId\ paidplId, lessIeless-

thanthanthJn cursorycllrcursoryory interestIntereq to our rere-rere-

quests

¬.-

questsqlle ts and demandsJemdnds lortorfor recognitrecognltrecognrt-recognrtrecognrt-

lon

¬.-

ionlon olof0 I ourou r rightsngh t s Theyfhey havehJVChJV-
Cpldyed

have-

playedplayedpldyedpldyedaplayedaa shamham!> gamegJme ofufufclH1uIJtofconsulatconsulal-consulalclH1\uIJtclH1uIJtconsulat-consulatconsulal-
ion

consulat-
lon

\ -.

ionlon VMlhwithy, Ith us ThisTim gameglIl1e, concon--con-
sisted

¬.

sisted"stedsted"stedllfsistedof" ofllf them listeningIl\tenll1gIltenll1g\ lotuto usmm-

when
us-

whenwhen they felt hkelike It but nevernever-

dUOY

never-

allowingallowingdUOY, IIlg anydny realre,11re11, dialoguedlJlogue totu behehe-

l'stJbllsheJ
he-

establishedestablishedl'stJbllsheJlstJbllsheJ'
establishedThel'stJbllsheJThe

The game hasha continuedcontll1ued longlunglung-

enuugh
long-

enoughenoughenuugh The Indian people olofof-

the
of-

thethe North know olotof the responrespon-rerespon-

sibility
!> pun-punpun-

Slblhty
¬-

sibilitySlblhty that the Federal GovernGovern-Govern-

ment
Govern-

ment

¬-

ment hashdS to protect andandupholdupholduphold-
their

uphold-
theirtheir rights inIf1 relation to IndianIndlJnIndlJn-

Idnds
Indian-

landslandsIdnds We alsoaho know thatthdt thethe-

Government
the-

GovernmentGovernment hashJS shirkedslmked theirtheir-

duty
their-

dutyduty in111 this mattermJ ler inIf1 pursuitplJr\lIltplJrlIltpursuit-
of \ol01of northern developmentdevelopment-

InIn tinstIllSthis questque t for northernnorthern-
development

northern-
developmentdevelopment landtwd thatthlt, is1\1\1rIrightlyrI htlv ,

oursour hashds beenheen takentJken hvby specupewspecu-specu-

lators

, ¬.-

latorsIJtor andamI entrepeneursentrepeneur ThisThl\ThlTh-
lIJ

This-

has
\

hasIJ] gone on to such an.rnrn,.Ill extentxtent ,.

with no government interventionIIltervenlllHlIIltervenlllHl-

on
intervention-

onon our behalfbehJlf , thatthJt we areMl' comCO\l1COl1cumCOl-
1pelled

cum-

pelled
\

pellcdpelled to protect ourou r own0n0\\0\ n proP\Ppro-P-

perty
pro-

perty
[(\ ¬,-

pertypertynghtspertyrightsrightsnghts asa any.IIlYIIlY.IIlYotheranyother. other groupgrl'lIpgrllIpgrl'lIp-
of

group-

of
'

ofofcltllcnsofcrtitensciti/enscitienscltllcnscrtitens/ would .

We aredre not asking thatth.ltthlt. devednedewdnel-

opment
dew-

lopmentlopment of the nurthnorth stop WeWe-

dsk
We-

askaskdsk thatthJt the government rctogrecogrellrecog-

nize

}

mzenilenize our ownershipowner\llIpownerllIp\ to the land"JIldJIld"JIld-

.md
land-

and
"

and.mdmd. the way that changeschdnge are.IreIre.Ire-

dffectmg
are-

affecting
.

affectingdffectmg usus-

We

us-

We

us-

WeWe wantwdnt the government ol01of0-

1CanadJ

of-

CanadaCanadaCanadJ to workworkwithwith us as,1\,11,1-

partners
as-

partners
,\

partners infit the developmentdcve lopmen I olofof-

North
of-

NorthNorth so thatthJt we may makeIluke thethe-

contributiOn
the-

contributioncontribution to all ofofsocretssocietvuclel\uclelsocretssocrets-

that
uclel-

that
\

that we as a people are capablecJpJhlecJpJhle-
of

capable-

ofof , but we feel that the governgovern-

ment
govern-

mentment hJShas nOriot! ddoptedadopted thlthis hMliarhM-

1ll0nlOllS

liar-

monrousmomous1ll0nlOllSmonrous and.tndtnd. amicableJnllcable attitudeattitude-
We

,It tltudetltude-

WeWe remindremll1d the governmentgovermllent lh.itlhitthltthatthlt-

the
that-

the
.,

the treatiestredtle> we signed weieWCllwerewere-

peace

'

peace treatiesIreltle,
,> We areJre no longerImpellonImpel-

the
nn-

thethe enemyenemy-

It
enemyIt
ItItIIn' our Jimarni wdand, gdlgoal' ) ItI >: :

workworkinin111 lullfulllullLOoperltlOnfullcooperationcooperationLOoperltlOnLOoperltlOn1111, with\\11111111with-

the
\ 111-

1thethe government lorfor theIhe benefitbendbenefit-

of
ItI-

tofolof our people We onlyon- 'lyon- lyo-n'lyIonlywith' wishwith\II\with-

that
IhIh-

that
,

that the government wouldwould-

adopt
would-

adoptadopt a similarlmdJr> altitude.lttlludelttlludeattitudealtitude-
We

attitude-
We

..lttllude-

WeWe mustmistI11lIS ! havehdve our claimsdJIII1\dJIII1LlarmsdJIII1-

fairly
Llarms-

fairly
\

fairly settled betorebdurebefore we urnl,1I1l1I1LdIIl,1I-

1detemlln
LdI-

Idetermine
,

determinedetemlln how we canl.lnllnLan. learnledrn toto-

hve
to-

livelivehve with the changeschange that youryour-

society
your-

societysociety is so rapidlyrap-IdlyrapIdly- makingmakll1gmakll1g-

upon
making-

uponupon usu I-IIorI-orIor, -. or us to move comcuni-cunicuni-

pletely

¬.-

pletely intnfit tunetunc with northernnorthern-
development

northern-
developmentdevelopment andJnd so that ourour-

people
our-

peoplepeople will be able to livehvc\\lthhvclthhvclth-
It

withwith-

it
\

it and prosperpro\perproper\ from it we mustmutmut-
have

must-

have

,

have andn economic basebase-

It

bJbase-

It

ee-

ItIt isI our hope and wishwl\hwlh\ th.itthitIhllthatIhll-

tlm
that-

this
.,

thistlm economic basebdsc will behe propro-pro-

vided

¬.-

videdvlded byhy the justJlI t settlementettlement olofof-

our
of-

ourour claim
claimWhen

When the governmentrovernment, dedc-dcde-dedc-

clde

de-

cides

¬-

cidesclde that they will developdevelopadevelop-

dialogue
a.11. .-

1dialoguedialogue andlI1d, dealdCJI with us1I\1Iits1Ion\ onon-

Just
on-

justjust terms thanthJn we can moveinove outout-

of
out-

ofof thethc courtscourl\courlcourland\ and to the moremore-

clvlheu
more-

civilvedcivili/cdcivilicdclvlheucivilved/, bargainingbargJllllng tabletlbletable-

Indian
tlble-

Indian
table-

Indian
,

Indian BrotherhoodBrotherhoudBrotherhoudofBrotherhoodofolof thethe-

N.W
the-

N.WN.WTNWTN.WNW.. T .CanadaCanada.., Canada ::


