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II am pleased to answer inin-

the
in-

thethe TUNDRA TIMES some ofof-

the
of-

thethe questions asked most oftenoften-
about

often-
aboutabout the Joint Federal-StateFederalStateFederalState-
Land

FederalState-
Land

-

Land Use Planning Commission ,_.

Less than eight months ago , II-

assumed

I-

assumedassumed office as GovernorGovernor-
Egan's

Governor-
Egan'sEgan'sEgans' State Co-ChairmanCoChairman-- De-DeDe-

signee
DeDe-

signee
-.

signee .

Certainly great progress hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen made . Certainly muchmuch-

remains
much-

remainsremains to be done . PublicPublic-

understandmg
Public-

understandingunderstandingunderstandmg andandawarenessawarenessawareness-
of

awareness-
ofof the Commission are essentialessential-
toto its success . In this column ,

and future ones , I hope , to helphelp-

keep
help-

keepkeep TUNDRA TIMES readersreaders-
informed

readers-
informedinformedinformedaboutabout the ongoing rolerole-

ofoff the Commission .

Question 1I . How much inin-inin-

fluence
¬.-

fluencenuence can the ComimissionCommissionCommission-
expect

Commission-
expectexpect to have , since it is anan-

an
an-

anan advisory body ?
Answer : The Commission isis-

essentially
is-

essentiallyessentially an advisory agency .

But in a free system of governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment , where power is diffuseddiffused-
among

diffused-
amongamong several branches of gov-govgov-
ment

gov-
ment

-.

mentmenl , divideddividedatat Federal , StateState-
and

State-
andand local levels , and has manymany-

centers
many-

centerscenters , the distinction betweenbetween-
administrative

between-
administrativeadministrative orr regulatory

agencies , on the one hand , andand-

advisory
and-

advisoryadvisory agencies on the othersothersI-

Sis a small one .

For example , by December
18 , 1973 , the Secretary of thethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior will submit recommenrecommen-recommen-
dations

recommen-
dations

¬-

dations for legislation by ConCon-Con-

gress
Con-

gress

¬-

gress which might affect up toto-

approximately
to-

approximatelyapproximately 80 million acresacres-

of
acres-

ofof Alaska land now under studystudy-

asas soso-calledsocalled-<-alled " ( d ) (2)2( )" lands .

The Secretary'sSecretarys' report willwill-

advise
will-

adviseadvise the Congress . It[ t will gogo-

to
go-

toto a committeecommi ttee in the U.SUS. .

House of Representatives , whichwhich-

in

which-

inin turn will advise the fullfoil HouseHouse-

Continued

House-

Continued

House-
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and parallel steps will occur inin-

the
ii-

the
n

the Senate . The CommissionCommission-
by

,
by August , willWIJl have advised thethe-

Secretary
the-

SecretarySecretary , and may also seekseek-
to

seek-
toto influence the( he Congress byby-

wri
bb-

written
y

writtenwri tten reports and oral testitesti-
many

¬.

monymany .
'

ButBu I clearly , the Secretary'sSecretarysSecretarySecretary's-
role

' s

role here , as wellwellasas the CommisCommis-Commis-
sion's

Commis-
lion's

¬-

sion'ssionslion'slions' will be "advisoryadvisory" " , andand-
whatever

and-
whateverwhatever legislation CongressCongresCongress-
approves

Congres-
approves

s

approves will also undergo WhiteWhite-

House
White-

HouseHouse review , approval or vetoveto-
I

.

Ir therefore hope Alaskans w.illwillwill-

not
.
I11I1-

1notnot be deterreddeterredininm usingusmg thethe-

Commission
thethe-

CommissionCommission as a new tooltoolhichwhich\\hichhichwhich-

may
\\ hich-

mdYmaymdY influencem/luencemluence/ the FederalederalrFederal-
decisionmaking

ederal-

dcclslllnmakmgdecision-makingdecisionmakingdcclsllln-makmgdcclslllnmakmg- process .

Question 2 . Why do youyOU-

thIn
you-

thinkthinkthIn " the Commission will havehdvehdve-

a

have-

aa real influencemfluence on FederalFeder.llFederllFeder.ll-

decIsions
Federal-

decisions
.

decisions9decIsions?"
decisions9Answer

Answer ' I tluilkthitikthll\thllthllthe\ " the recordrecord-

tlJ

record-

tototlJ Jjtedate suggests strongIrong respectrespect-

JI
respect-

inIDJIin) WashingtonW d h mgton forfur recommenrccommen-rccommenrecommcn-recommcnrccommen-
daiIom

recommcn-
dations

¬-

dationsdaiIom. by thethc CommissionComnllSslon .

Among numerousnumerou examples 1II-

JJllght

I-

mightmightJJllght cite arcare the selectionselectlOlI ofof-

retler.ll
oo-

Federal
f

Federalretler.llretlerll. Co-ChairmanCoChairmanCo-CllJlrmanCllJlrman llorton1I0rtonHorton-- asaas-

AssistantAssistantASSlSt.lnlASSlStlnl. Secretary of the InterInter-Inter-

lor
Inter-

ior
¬-

iorlor , Federal support for ComCom-Com-

mIssIon
Com-

mission
¬-

mission budgetbudgel requests ; approvapprov-approv-
al

approv-
al

¬-

al by the Department of thethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior of most recommendrecommend-recommend-
ations

recommend-
ations

¬-

ations by the Commission toto-

which
to-

whichwhich the Department has resres-res-
ponded

res-
ponded

¬-

pondedpondedsubstantIvelysubstantively ; the dede-dede-

cision
de-

cision
¬-

cision by the Secretary of thethe-

Intenor
the-

InteriorInteriorIntenor to request the ComCom-Com-

mission
¬.-

missionpubhchearingspublichearingsto conduct all publicpubhc
hearings on the future of "( d )

(2)2( ) " land withdrawals and toto-

receive
to-

receivereceive the Commission'sCommissions' recomrecom-recom-

mendations
recom-

mendations
¬-

mendations before preparing hishis-

report
his-

reportreport to the Congress . TheThe-

CommissIOn
The-

CommissionCommission , II might add , hashas-
enjoyed

has-
enjoyedenjoyed strong support fromfrom-
Governor

from-
GovernorGovernor WilliamWilham A . Egan andand-
1m

and-
hishis1m administrationadmimstratlOn .

OfOfcoursecourse , full acceptance inmm-

Washmgton
in-

WashingtonWashingtonWashmgton of our recommenrecommen-recommen-
dations

¬.-

dationsdJlions is not to be expected .

Of course , we Alaskans must useuse-
all

use-
allall ofofourour traditional tools forfor-

affectmg
for-

affectingaffectingaffectmg Federal decisions , suchsuch-
as

such-
asas thetine important process of didi-didi-

rect
¬.-

rect State-FederalStateFederalState.FederalStateFederal-. contacts on aa-

governmenttogovernment
a-

governmenttogovernmentgovernment-to-governmentgovernmentto- - basis ,

the roloralarole of our delegationdelegatlOll inin-

Congress
in-

CongressCongress , and letters to memmemomemo-
ber

mem-memmem-
bers

¬-

bersber of Congress in general... ButBut-

the
But-

thethe Commission is certainly anan-

additIOnal
an-

additionaladditionaladditIOnalavenueavenue whichwhichmustmustmust-

not
must-

notnot go urtutih/edurtutihedunutll17edunutilized/ .

In thetine final analysis , onlyonly-

history
only-

historyhistory willwillrecordrecord properly thethe-

degree
the-

degreedegree of the Commission'sCommissions' imim-imim-

portance
im-

portance
¬-

portance in decisions affectingaffecting-
Ala

affecting-
AlaskansAlaskansAla ans . In the meantime , wewe-

mustmust all operate on the asas-asas-

sumption
¬.-

sumption that the CommissionCommissIon-
willwill have an importantimp ) rtant influenceinfluence-
onon either the national adminisadmlOis-admlOisadminis-admlOis-

IralIOl
adminis-

tration
¬-

trationIralIOl ) or the Congress , or both ,
lest we failfall to make use ofofananan-

effective
an-

effectiveeffective tool for a betterbetter-
Alaska

better-
AlaskaAlaska .

QuestionQlle tlOI1 3 ._ Is the recoidrecordrerecord-
of

O! dd-

ofof the CommissionC'ol1UniSSlonCol1UniSSlon' a "pro-"propro"pro-

Native
"pro-

Naltvc
"pro-

Native
" -

NativeNaltvc " or "anti-Native"antiantiNative"Jnti-N.ltlveJntiN.ltlve"JntiJntiN.ltlveNltlve"" - . " record ?'!
AnswerAnower; I hope the ComCom-Com-

mission

¬.-

mission docsdoes not consciouslyconconsciously-
approach

lou lyly-

appro.lchapproachappro.lchapprolch. problemsproblem, before it onon-

th.l
on-

thatthatth.lthl. t basisb.lS1blS1. and.lndlnd. that the public-publicpublic-
will

public-
will

-

willIII judge the CommissionCommls lon byby-

ItS

by-

itsits actionsactIOn, . Let the( lie CommisComnm-ComnmCommis-Comnms-

lOn
Commis-

sion
¬-

sionslOn be fjirfdlrfair and the results willWIl-

lpeA
will-

speakspeak\peApeA\ for themselvesthemselvethemselves-

But

themselves-

ButBut let'slets' looklookatat the record .

The Commission has submittedsubmitted-
commen

submitted-
continentscommentscontinentscommen ts on proposedproposedrulesrulesrules-

ImpJcmentlllgimplementingImpJcmentlllg the Alaska NativeNalJveNative-

ClaimsClaims'lall115lall115(' Settlement Act suggestsuggest-suggest-

Ing
suggest-

ing

¬-

ing about fifty revisionsrevisons) . TheThe-

COmnlISSIOn

The-

CommissionCommissionCOmnlISSIOn has recommendedrecommended-
additional

recommended-
additionaladditional withdrawals for sevsev-sev-

eral
sev-

eral
¬-

eral regional corporationscorpora tions , andand-

that
and-

thatthat Native withdrawals shouldshould-
take

should-
taketake precedence overoyer others .

The Commission has recomrecom-recom-

mended
recom-

mended
¬-

mended immediate conveyan-conveyanconveyan-
aces

conveyan-
aces

conveyan-
aces

-

aces to eligible villages of thethe-

socalled
the-

socalledso-calledsocalled-- "corecore" townships " in11111-

1whIch
in-

whichwhich these villages are located .,

At the same time the ComCom-Com-

mission
Com-

mission
¬-

mission has made unprecedentedunprecedented-
efforts

unprecedented-
effortsefforts to reachreachruralrural Alaska in11111-

1informal
in-

informalinformal meetingsmeetll1gs and hearingsheanngs .

These are but a few of thethe-
mdlcatlOns

the-
indicationsindicationsmdlcatlOns which encourage meme-
to

me-

toto think that the results ofofourourour-
work

our-

workwork will benefit Alaskans ofof-

all
of-

allallallrraces.IcesIcesr . .

Today we have answered aa-

few
a-

fewfew of the questions which wewe-

encounter
we-

encounterencounter on meeting with thethe-

public
the-

publicpublic . '.- In future columnscolumns-
which

columns-
whichwhich willwJJI be publishedpublJshed fromfrom-

time
from-

timetime to time , 1I would like toto-

deal
to-

dealdeal with the questions submitsubmit-submit-
ted

submit-
ted

¬--

ted by TUNDRA TIMESTIMESreadersreaders .

Questions regarding the role ofof-

the
of-

thethe Commission can be addressaddress-address-
ed

address-
ed

¬-

ed to me at 733 West FourthFourth-
Avenue

Fourth-
AvenueAvenue ., Suite 400 , Anchorage ,

AlaskaAIJska 995099501" 9501I
.


