ELECTION MARKS FIRSTS
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Natives

Active

In Campaigns

Tuesday’s election resulted in several ‘‘firsts’’ for the

Native population of Alaska.

It was the first time many villages voted heavily Republican
since Statehood; it was the first time candidates appealed
directly to the Natives through specific promises; it was the
first time the Natives themselves were organized into regional

Large chunks of individual
campaign funds were spent
traveling to outlying communi-
ties and many Natives, both
in the larger population cen-
ters and the outlying areas,
worked actively incampaigning
for favorite candidates.

One result of the Native
pressure in the campaign will
be that outstanding Natives
will be paid to continue their
interest in poiitics and to act
as advisors to some of the
newly elected candidates.

Walter Hickel, who trounced
Gov. William Egan, told the

associations that took an active part in endorsing candidates.

Tundra Times he “‘absolutely™
intends to carry out his prop.
sal of creating a Department
of Native Affairs in the state.
“Any pledge T made during
the campaign will be carried
out,”” Hickel says. “‘I'm go-
ing to the various Native organ-
izations to find the right man
to direct this new department.”’
Commenting on hs victory,
Hickel said:  ““The electm
tumed out well. 1 think my
majority was ample and it
still might be as much as
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