
EDIEDITORIAL-EDITORIALTORI AL-AL-
EDITORIALNewALNewNew BureaucracyBureaucracy-

NotNot theth AnswerAnswerWo-

uldWould the transfertronsfer of Native education from thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of Indian Affairs to the Department of Health ,
Education and Welfare mean the birthbibirthofrthrthofofofaa new bureaubureau-bureau-
cracy

burea-
ucracy

¬-

cracycracy'?cracyThis
This is the question in thethemindsminds of Alaskan reprerepre-repre-

s
repre-

sentatives
-¬-

sentativess ntotintotivesves .00to<. o the SenateSen ate SubcommitteeSubcommi ttee hearings onan eduedu-edu-
cotion

edu-
cation

¬-

cationcotion in Denver , Colo . , this week .

Alaska'sAlaskas' positionpition!) , is unique among the other statesstates-
in

states-
inin that the federal government never made separateseparate-

treaties

separate-

treatiestreaties with her Natives and thet e StoteState ConstitutionConstitution-
makes

Constitution-
makesmakes the state responsible for the education of ALtALLALL-
her

ALL-
herher people .

Thus , legally , Alaska'sAlaskas' Natives are not to bebe-

treated

be-

treatedtreatedtreatedasas aliens or an alien country , but rather , asas-
citizens

as-
citizens

'
citizens . To have a separate government agencyagencyadadad-adad-

ministering

¬.-
ministering to them , suchsuchasas the Bureau of Indian AfAf-AfAf-

fairs

¬.-

fairs , is unnecessary . As citizens , their problemsproblems-
should

problems-
shouldshould be handled the same as problems ofofotherother citiciti-citiciti-
zens

¬.-

zenslens in the state .

A few years ago the Indian Health hospitals inin-

Alaska

in-

AlaskaAlaska were transferred to the U . S . Public Health SerSer-Ser-

vice

Ser-

vice

¬-

vice - almost . What happenedhappenedwaswas that the U . S . PubPub-Pub-

lic

Pub-

lic

¬-

lic Health Service createdcreatedanan entirely new department ,

the Division of Indian Health , and transferredtransferredmanymany ofof-
the

of-
thethe personnel from the old department to the new departdeport-deportdepart-deport-

ment

depart-

ment

¬-

ment .

Thus , the problems didn'tdidnt' changechQrlgechoige , just the addressoddress .

Is this what would. happenhaFl'enhaFlen' if HEW tooktookoverover NativeNative-
education

Native-
educationeducation ?

WouldWouldaa new bureaucracy be formedformedoror would thethe-
State

the-
StateStoteState of Alaska receive financial help from HEW to hanhan-hanhan-
dle

han-
dle

¬-

dle its own education problems ?

The Natives of Alaska , through their own regionalregional-
organizations

regional-
organizationsorganizations and through the newly formed StatewideStatewide-
Native

Statewide-
NativeNative OrganizationOrganizotionOrgani zotion , now have the vehicles to bringbring-
pressure

bring-
pressurepressure for equalequaleducationaleducationaleducationalopportunitiesopportunities .

It yould'rouldrouldvfould' be hoped that these organizations willwill-
take

will-
taketake a close looklookatat the proposal to move the educaeduca-educa-
tional

¬.-
tionaltionalresponsibilityresponsibility to HEW .

The federal DepartmentDeportment of Education now adminiadmini-admini-
sters

admini-
sters

¬-

sters programs which provide funds for certain studentsstudents-
groups

students-
groupsgroups . ItItwouldwouldwouldseemseem that rather than formingfanning a newnew-
department

new-
departmentdepartment for Natives , hiring teachers and buildingbuilding-
school

building-
schoolsschoolsschool s , the federal DeportmentDepartment of Education couldcoucouldconIdIdconconcon-con-
tinue

con-
tinue

¬-

tinue its function as a dispenser of funds in thtthe fieldfield-
of

field-
ofof Native education .

If HEWHEWwouldwould provide certain funds to the State ofof-
Alcska

of-
AlaskaAlaskaAlcska , then the state could fulfill its responsibilityresponsibility-
ofofofeducatingeducating ALL her citizens .

If HEW plans to set up a new department for NativeNative-
education

Native-
education

.
education then it might be better to wait for anotheranother-
solution that allows vil-vilvil-
lag

vil-
Jag

vi-
llaggeftqgoanon6s
solution to a fop-heavyfopheavytop-heavytop- bureaucracy --

lagJaglaggeftqgoanon6s<; Sr3rtftpgrgoAmoritJjs:; .l1)o.l1ol1o.)) tbs without.hhouthhouty1tthout., teachers , and in some inin-inin-
stoh

in-
stane

¬-

stancestanestoh , e $; ,, schools4chools.,hools;; thatthbtcortowsthbtinllowsnllows children to be shipped totdttd-
otherother states for highhighschoolschool"chaochaoschooleducation," educationIeducationI ; that allows medmed-med-
iocre

¬.-
. iocrelocre teachersleachers to fillfifillsome" some posts .

.

AAnewnew bureaucracy that Wouldwouldmaintainmaintain all the segseg-seg-
regated

¬-.

regated aspects of Native education is no answer toto-
equal

to-
equalequalequaleducationeducation opportunitiesopportunit es .

, /


