Centennial Year
Opens in Sitka -
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Alaska’s: Centemdal year
opened with a whoosh and a
splat as wind and rain pl
Alagka Day officials in ngl'um
recently, -

The big day opmed with the
comerstone unyeiling ofSitka’s
Centennial Building, now un-
der construction. :Brief Mem-
orial services af the National
Cemetery followed and in the
afternqon -the Baranof Castle
Hill flag. ceremony took place,

During " this_re-ensictment of
the transfer of Alaska from
Russin to the United States,
the  Russian Double Eagle

flag waa lowered and '.hen e~
placed with a 37-star U. 8.
flag. " This flag was a gift
from Nebraska, the Iast state
to . entér ‘the: union before
Alaska’s purchase in 1867.

The Alaska State flag was,
unfurled next, followed by ‘the
new Centennial flag. It was
the first time the Centennial

flag' has been flown ‘and

marked the official opening of: ' |§

Alaska’s . Centennial - year.
u.Aﬂeg gle Govemor’s Tea at

e Sitka Pw'xeu-s ‘Home,
there was. a dinner at the
Alaska Native " Brotherhood
Hall with "entertainment and
tribal dancing,

DANCERS HONOR CENTENNIAL® OPEN-
ING-Alaska Native Bmvhuhood ond Sister:
hood tribal dancers performed in Sitka re-

mﬂy in_honor o the ‘official uponing of
the Alaska thmml
} —PhchsbyJ L. Loughlin




