
Agriculture Department opposes Chugach land selections
By LOUISE DONHAUSERDONHAUSER-
Tundra

DONHAUSER-
TundraTundra TImTimes. StaffStaff-

ChugachChugach Region Inc . once aa-

gain

a-

gain
a-a-.

gain is facing almost unanimousunanunousunanimous-
opposition

unanunous-
opposlllonoppositionopposlllon to proposedproposcd land selsel-

ections

sel-sel¬.-
ections the region barhas designateddesignated-
as

*" ' '

as lands entitledentilled thethem in accor-

dance
accoraccor-.-

dance with the 10-year-old10yearoldIo.year-oldIo.yearoldIo.yearIoyear.- -- Alas-

ka
AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
-¬-

ka NativeNal1ve ClaimsClauns SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct..ActOpposition

OppoSltOppositionon this time includedincluded-

the
included-

thethe U.SUS. . Department of Agricul-

ture
AgriculAgncuAgricul-) ¬.-

ture which tentgentnt a letter to SeSe-

cretary
Se-

cretary
Se-Se¬-

cretary of the IntenorInterior JamesJames-

Watt
James-

WattWatt stating "'""WeWe do not supportsupport-
any

support-
anyany selections from the TongassTongass-

National
Tongass-

NationalNational Forest . Except for mar-mar-

me parks , as indICated heremherein , wewe-

do
we-

dodo not support any othetlgntfi-
cant

othecsignifi-
cant

othetlgntfi-othetlgntfiothecsignifi-othecsignifi.$ -

cant selectionsions from the Chu-

gach
Chu-

gach
ChuChu-¬-

gach National Forest . We feelfeel-

that
feel-

thatthat the public interestmterest demandsdemands-
aa continuingcontlnumg viablev18ble Nallonal-

Forest
NationalNallonalNational-

ForestForest Program hiin Alaska . "

The letter alsoaoo was strongstrang In-

oppos
in-

opposition
mIn

opposoppositiontlon to Chugach selecllons-

In

selections-

in

selectionsselecllons
mIn the Lower 48 .

""SelectionsSelections of National FFor-

est
ForFor-r-

est
r-r¬-

est System lands in the Lower
48 natesstates are unacceptable . WeWe-

beheve

We-

believebelievebeheve that use of such lands forfor-

satISfaction
for-

satisfactionsatisfaction of such AlaskaAlaska-

claims
Alaska-

claimsclaims would establish a pprece-

dent
prece-prece-

dent for the uu-

ed
use ''OfOf these reserv-

ed
reservreserv-reserv .-

ed public lands to a nunumber of

other non-indigenousnonindigenousnon'lnd'SenousnonlndSenous-' ' Ind18ll-

clauns
IndianInd18llIndian-

claimsclaunsclaims "
The.''hehe letterlelter was writtenwnllen by De-

puty
DeDe--De-

puty

¬-

puty Department of AgricultureAgriculture-

Secretary
Agriculture-

SecretarySecretary Richard E . Lyng andand-

It

and-

itit asked WattWalt to support the agn-

culture
agri-

culture
agriagn-agnagri- ¬-

culture department'sdepartments ' posItion-

At
positionposition-

At
position-

entAt a recentent press conference ..

WaltWatt was inawareunaware of the letler-

and
letterletlerletter-

and
letter-

andand his assistant ,. William HornHorn-

said
Horn-

saidsaid the Interior Department waswas-

watching
was-

watchingwatching the review procproc-

The
proceSprocessproceS-

The
process-

The
$

The traditional ChugChugach areaarea-

runs
area-

runsruns from English Bay , aroundaround-

the
around-

thethe Gulf of Alaska Including-

PrinceWilliam
Includmg-

Prince
includingIncludmg

PrincePrince-WilliamPrinceWilliam._- WWilliami1Iwn Sound , and toto-

south
to-

southsouthsouthofof Cape Yakataga . MoreMore-

than
More-

thanthan half of the region is includmclud-mclud¬-

eed in the Chugach National For-

est
For-

est
ForFor-¬-

est which containseantams forests of SII-

ka
Sit-

ka
Sit-

ka
Sit-SitSII-SII-

ka spruce and western hemlockhemlock-

Little
hemlock-

LittleLittle commercialcommerctal IImbenng-

operattons
timbenngIImbenngtimberingtimbering-

operationsoperationsoperattons have been conductedconducted-
inin ttthe) a regionregion-

rider
regionunderd:underrider thee ANCSA bill.,. thethe-

ChugachChngachChogachChugach region is entitledenlltled 10to
339,000339000, acres of lands . The cor-

poratIon
cor-

poration
corcor-¬-

poration also has the option ofof-

accepting

of-

acceptingaccepting a monetary selllement-
but

settlementselllementsettlement-
butbut that option has generallygenerallgenerally-

been
}

been dISCounted because of thethe-

traditional
the-

traditional
the-

tradtIJanaltraditionaltradtIJanal age-oldageold-- ties to thethe-

lands
the-

landslands .

SpeakingSpeakmg for the proposal waswas-

Alaska
was-

AlaskaAlaska Federation of Nallves-

ch8lrman
NativesNallvesNatives-

chairmanch8lrmanchairman Nelson Angapak who

told the studstudy) group ""CoiCoi"ConCon"Concerns-
of

"Conems"ConcernsConcerns<--emsemsems-
ofof the ChugaChugach< h NativesNatIVe> mimust bebe-

SoItlsfied

be-

satisfiedSoItlsfiedsatisfiedd The land entitleenmlementsentitlementsenmlements-
must

entitlements-
mustmust be fulfilledfulmled I am alalarmedalarmed-

at

;

at looking at an officialofficl.IlofficlIl. rrecom-

mendallon
recom-

mendation
recom-recom -

mendationmendallon from theIhe toreloresltorest: ser-

vice

serser-.-

VlviceVle<-ee- On the pneQneone hhand' ''uuthethey) areare-

opposed
are-

opposedopposed
opposed'Theopposed"The'"'TheThe"The ForestforesLServlceForest-ServiceForestService.-.ServiceService ishouldshould-

reconSider
should-

reconsiderreconsider thenthelltheir positionposlllon suchsuch-

that
such-

thatthat they ( Chugach RtRegIOn Inc . )

can select and in111 AlaAlaska: ReRecon-

sider
ReonRecon-Recon<-on-

SIder

-on-on-

SIder tharthat pOSlllonposition such that for-

est

for-

est
for-for-

est servICe land be mademadeavadableavailable .

We all agree that tune IS of thethe-

essence
the-

essenceessence " Angapak $BIdsaidsaid-

Continued(Continued on Page thirteen )



Chugach land selections opposed
( ContinuedConlinued from Page One )

Chugach Region Inc ,. presi-
dent

presl-
denl

presipresl-preslpresi- ¬-

dentdenl LionelllOnel Dredge said """TheThe"The-

whole
"The-

wholewhole purpose of D-2D2- bill was soso-

Chugach
so-

ChugachChugach would getgel land fromfrom-

Chugach
from-

ChugachChugach ForestForesl . Chugach obvI-

ously
obvi-

ously
obviobvI- ¬-

ously took the lead by Ihrowlng-

five

throwingIhrowlngthrowing-

fivefive options on theIhe table . NowNow-

we're
Now-

we'rewe'rewere' back to point zerolero EveryEvery-

pIece

Every-

piecepiece ?,off selection haas beenbeen-

vetoed
been-

vetoedvetoed ."
Dredge later said ,. ""Let'sLets'' pro-

ceed
propro-¬.-

ceed vigorously backwards andand-

see

and-

seesee where we can go ".
According to10 Dredge . ""WeWe

(Chugach ) could pick junk landland-

and
land-

andand say ''thatthat'thaIthaI is15 our number oneone-

pnonly
one-

priorityprioritypnonly ' andandsomeonesomeone in thIS-

room
thisthis-

roomroom would say you Lannol-
have

cannotLannolcannot-
havehave 11IIit "

Carl Propes ,. Chugach LandsLands-

Director
Lands-

DlreLlorDireuorDlreLlorDirector said . ""They'reTheyre' ( Foresl-

Service
ForestForeslForest-

ServiceService ) not very favorably inin-

clined
in-

clined
in-in¬-

clined towardloward aanyy ofofouroutofs-
tale

ofouroutof-ofouroutofour outof-
state

oul-ofoulofout-of-out-- -.

stalestate selectionsselections-

Opposition

"

Opposition also cameLame from aa-

longllme
a-

longtimelongumelongllmelongtime Cordova residentresldenlresident-

"I"'"II wantWdnt to10 go on recordrecordasas bebe-

109

be-

Ing

be-be¬-._
ing109 in10 support olotof the teshmony-
given

testimonyteshmonytestimony-
givengiven by Mr DICDick Shellhorn . Dr

Oliver Osborn ., and Dr LarryLarry-

Ermold
Larry-

ErmoldErmold . I whole-hearledlywholehearledlywhole-heartedlyheartedlywholehearledlyagreewholeheartedlyagree-- agreeagree-

with
agree-

wllhwllhwith whalwhat they have staledstated ., andand-

do
and-

dodoChugachNattvesChugachNativesnotnOI believe thatIhal theIhe Chugach
NativesNattves should be allowed to sese-

lect
se-se¬.-

lect any more land inm theIhe Chu-

gach
ChuChu-.-

gach NationalNaltonal ForestForesl or in thisthIs-

area
this-

area ".area
In later testimonylesllmony housewifehousewife-

and
housewife-

andand high school leaLteacherteaLhcrher PalriciaPatnclaPatriciaPatncla-

Jones
Patricia-

JonesJones said ., ""II"Icertamlv"Icertainly1 certainlycertamlv do notnot-
beheve

not-
believebelievebeheve in giving addllladditionalndilandsndilands-
trom

landslands-

fromIromtromfrom thisIhlS area or from the Chu-

gach
ChuChu-¬.-

gach National Forest .:."' to thethe-

Chugach
the-

ChugachChugach NativesNallves


