
Norwegian linguistlinguist-
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ByBYLOLOUISEDONHAUSEREDONHAUSEREDONHAUSER-
Tundra

DONHAUSER-
TundraTundra 1mBTima StMfStaffStaff-

ManyMany miles separateseparale the vilvil-

lage

vil-

lage
vil-vil¬-

lage of Anaktuvuk Pass and thethe-

city

the-

cllycityclly of Olso000 , Norway but thethe-

miles
the-

milesmiles don'tdont' matter to NorwegianNorwegian-

ImgUlsl

Norwegian-

linguistlinguistImgUlsl KnutKnul BergslandBergs1and .

BergslandBergsJandBergslandwillwill spend 26 daysdays-

in

days-

minm AkaktuvukAkakluvuk Pass to10 make cor-

rections
cor-

rections
corcor-¬-

rections in several volumes ofof-

Inupiat
of-

InuplatInupiatInuplat storiesslories , legends and dis-

cussions

dIS-

cussions
disdIS--¬-

cussions .

BergslandBergsJand has trans11transcnbedtranscribedtranscnbed-
more

transcribed-
more

' " " "

more than 18 hours of InupialInuplalInuptatInuplal-
tapes

Inuptat-
tapestapes that were recorded inm thethe-

lale
the-

latelatelale '40's40s' . After transcribingtranscnbing thethe-

tapes
the-

tapestapes hhe produced two volumesvolumes-

of
volumes-

ofof InupiatInuplal legends , storiesstones andand-

dISCussIOns

and-

discussionsdiscussions that were recordedrecorded-

by
recorded-

byby Helge Ingstad between thethe-

years
the-

yearsyears of 1949-501949501949.501949501949.50-

Bergsland
194950-

Bergsland
194950-

Bergsland
-.

Bergsland explainedexplamed ,.
""HeHe"He-

Ingstad
"He-

Ingstad( IngsiadIngstad ) passed the winterwmter 1-
0Akaktuvuk

in10in-

AkaktuvukAkaktuvuk Pass . He recordedrecorded-

aa large collectioncolleclloR of songs , Slor-

les

stor-

ies

storSlor-Slorstor-¬-

iesles and discussions He turnedturned-

hIs
turned-

hishis linguistic materialmatenal over toto-

me
to-

meme 1I startedstartedworkmgstartedworkingworkingworkmg on thosethose-

and
those-

andand listeninghstenmg to themthem-

"I
them-

"I
them-

"I""II listened to the taperecor-
der

taperecor-taperecor -.

der and wentwen! syllable by sylsyl-

lable
syl-syl¬.-

labiclable Hellava work .
"

Bergsland doesn'tdoesnt' actively

speak the Inupiat language andand-

he's
and-

he'she'shes' only heard the language onon-

tape
on-

tapetape . ""II know' their voices butbut-

I've
but-

I've'I'veIve' never seenen their faces ," hehe-

said

he-

saidsaid .

""MyMy work with the InupiatInuplatInupiat-
and

Inuplat-
andand Aleut has been a hobby andand-

It
and-

itit has taken half my life , " hehe-

said

he-

saidsaid .

Bergsland explainedexplamed how thethe-

roles

the-

rolesroles hivehave switchedswtlched . He saidsaid-

when
said-

whenwhen Ingstad Tintfirst went toto-

Anaktuvuk

to-

AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk Pass in 1949 , the In-

upiats

InIn-

upiats

In-In-.

upiatsUptats were informants , but nownow-

members
now-

membersmembers of the North SlopeSlope-

Borough
Slope-

BoroughBorough School DistrictDlStnct andand-

other
and-

otherother InupiatInuplat organizations areare-

seeking
are-

seekmgseekingseekmg informationmformatlon on the Inu-

ptat
inu-

piat
InuInu-¬-

piatptat languagelanguage-

"When
language-

"When
language-

"When""WhenWhen Ingstad wawas, there theythey-

Inupiats

they-

lnuplats((Inupiatslnuplats ) were the informantsmformantsinformants-
By

mformants-
ByBy their own initiativeInlttatlve theythey-

went
they-

wentwent to look for this materialmatenal "
he said53ld53ldassaidasas he pointedpomted to the-

Ihlck
the-

thick
the

thickIhlck notebook filledfilledwllhfilledwithwithwllh Inu-

plat
InuInu-¬-.

piatplat matenal-
Bergsland

materialmatenalmaterial-

Bergsland
material-

BergslandBergsland will spend his !lme-
m

timelmetime-

ininm Anaktuvuk Pass pohshmg-

what
polishingpohshmgpolishing-

whatwhat he has transcribedtranscnbed ""CerCer"Cer-

tam
"Cer-

tamtaintam pointspomts inm this textextt are unun-

clear
un-

clear
un-un¬-

clear to10 me ". He added ,.
""Thev-

were
"TheyThey"ThevThev"They-

werewere recordedrecordedmrecordedininm a sodhousesodhouse-
AA perfect placepldce ".

Bergsland went to Atka toto-

study
to-

studystudy the language of the AleutsAleuts-

m

Aleuts-

ininm ]1952952 He worked with MosesMoses-

Dirks
Moses-

DirksDirks ' grandfather and inm 1976 .

Dirks spent three months inm Nor-

way
NorNor-¬.-

wayway-
I

way"I""III got inm touch withwllh twotwo-

people
two-

peoplepeople and they suggested 1II-

should

I-

shouldshould go to Atka That waswas-

very
was-

veryvery fortuante because hltlehttlelittlehttle-

work
little-

workwork had been done on that-

dialect
that-

dtalect
that

dialectdtalect , ""hehehe saidSJ1ldisid .

He also discussed retainingretammg aa-

Nallve
a-

NativeNativeNallve language . ""InIn order toto-

keep
to-

keepkeep up a langauge , It IS essentialessential-

parents
essential-

parentsparents speak the language toto-

their
to-

theutheirtheu children ."
When Bergstad was here inmin-

the
m-

thethe early SO'sSOs50's50s' , many peoplepeople-

spoke
people-

spokespoke NativeNattve languages and theythey-

took
they-

tooktook theirtheu languaceilanguages farfor (grantedgranted-

"When
rantedranted-

"When
,

'""WhenWhen'When' I wwas min Alaska min

1952 and if soisomeone mentionedmentioned-
bilingual

mentioned-
bilmgualbilingualbilmgual education you would-

get
would-

get
would

get a -bIg- laugh- - -
," he- Slidsaidd He said-

he's
said-

he's
said

he'shes' noticed a change where nownow-

people
now-

peoplepeople want to leamlearn the langu-

age

langu-langu-.
age sincesmce then .

Bergsland talked about hishIS-

perception

his-

perceptionperception of Alaska when hehe-

first
he-

firstfirst came herehere-

"At
here-

"At
here-

gAt""AtAtgAt that time there waswas-

something
was-

somethmgsomethingsomethmg left of the oldoldorderorderorder-

When
order-

WhenWhen that generationgenerauon ddisappear-
ed

disappear-disappear' -

ed , the oldoldorderorder disdisappeared . ItIt-

was
It-

waswas encouraged to lolook. down onon-

lhe
on-

thethelhe old culture 30 yeyears ago . AllAll-

the
All-

thethe kids were lookinglookmg outsideouisiae uiofof-

the

of-

thethe vvillagelage Now a new dignitydignity-

has
dignity-

hashas come ... . Now you have !schol-

ars
schol-

ars
schol-schol-

ars from several groups . NiceNice-

change
Nice-

change
. , . - -

change . "

Bergsland talktalkedd about thethe-

value
the-

valuevalue ofofretamlngofretainingretainingretamlng a NativeNauve lan-

guage
lan-

guage
lanlan-lan¬-

guage
guage'Theguage"The'"'TheThe"The value you attributeattnbute I-
Swhat

isis-

whatwhat makes itII valuable . "

To [retainetam identitytdentlty and dignitydlgmtydignity-

Native
dlgmty-

NativeNative people should keep theirtheir-

language
their-

languagelanguage he said . "'"II hate toto-

think
to-

thmkthinkthmkthmkofthinkofofofaa future with everyoneeveryone-
speaking

everyone-
speakmgspeakingspeakmg Chinese . People should-
look

should-
look

should
looklookatat different sides and cainecomecaine-

from
come-

from
come

from different molds . Different-
lanaguages

Dlffeentl-
anaguages

DifferentDlffeent[
lanaguages develop differentdifferent-
things

different-
thmgsthingsthmgs .

"
""CultureCulture is not somethingsomething-

you
something-

youyou [receiveecelve It'sIts' somethingsomethmg youyoudodo . You learn identityIdenllly by doingdomgdoing-
something

domg-
somethmgsomethingsomethmg . "


