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By LOUISE DONHAUSEROONHAUSERDONHAUSER-

Tundra

OONHAUSER-

TuncTuncTundra!. TImTimes. StaffStaff-

WomenWomen are in ia veryvel}' popowerfulpowerful-

position
powerful-

position
' '

position in todaytoday'stodays'!, work world .,

says Brenda Itta of Barrow ,. pre-

SIdent
prepre-pre-

sident
-¬-

sident of the Statewide NativeNative-

Women's
Native-

Women'sWomen'sWomens' organization .

Itta told a group of about 3030-
NatIVe

30-

NativeNatIVe women thatthatwWe"wWe"WeWe have atat-

hand
at-

handhand the power and ability toto-

change
to-

changechange things...". The womenwomen-

were
women-

werewere attending Ia conferenceconference-
sponsored

conference-
sponsoredsponsored by the Women in Cri-

sis
CriCnCri-¬.-

sis CounselingCounselmg and Assistance ,
the AlaskaA1aska NativeNal1ve Women'sWomensWomen's-

Statewide
Women's-

Statewide
'

Statewide OrganizationOrganlZltlon - Do-

yon
Do-

yon
Do-Do-.

yon Region , and inm cooperationcooperation-
with

cooperation-
withwith the Family Services Divi-

sion
DiviDivi- ¬'-

sionSlon of the TanaTananaa Chiefs Co-

ference
Co-CoConCon-

ference
Con-Con- .-

ference . The conference wwaswas-

held
was-

heldheld in FairbanksFaubanks duringdunng thethe-

World
the-

WorldWorld EskimoEsktmo IndianIndran Olympics .

In addition to Itta'sIttas' speech ,.

the conference addressed issuISSuesISSue-
sof

issues-

ofof importance to Native womenwomen-

today
women-

today
women-

todaytoday including alcohol a1abuseabuse-

and
abuse-

andand battered women .

Itta , a former aide to Sen . ErEr-

nest
Er-Er¬.-

nest GruerungGroeningGruening , a staff member ofof-

the
of-

thethe North Slope BoroughBoroughwhenwhenwhen-

Borough
when-

BoroughBorough Mayor( ayor Eben HopsonHopson-

was
Hopson-

waswas. . alIVe , and a candidacandidateIe forfor-

state
for-

state
for-

statestate office told the women ""WeWe"We-

have
"We-

havehave at hand the power andandabil.abil-

ity
abil.bdbdabil- ¬.-

ity to change things .
"

She said women should rea-

lize

rea-

lu.e
rearea- ¬-

lizelu.elue. the powerful positionpOSlllon theythey-

are
they-

areare In to mfluenceinfluence : men and theyIhey

should respect menmenwwho""whowhowwho are In-

leadership
inin-

leadershipleadership . It'sIts' a very beautifulbeautiful-
posItion

beautiful-
positionposition to be inm ," when a leaderleader-
asks

leader-
aslesasksasles for a consultation , she said .

"""OnceOnce they (men) open up ,
you may have the solution , youyou-
may

you-
maymay have the answer ," SlId-

Itta
saidSlIdsaid-

IttaItta .

Itta stressed the importanceunportanceunportance-
of

importance-
ofof endurance when workingworkmgworking-

toward
workmg-

towardtoward a goal . ""IfIfWlf we don'tdont' havehave-

the
have-

thethe ababilitylty to endure untiluntlluntil-

we
untll-

wewe reach the goal then our gaga-

therings
ga-ga¬.-

theringsthenngs are fruitless . "

She added ,
*"wI"II* I believe we cancan-

do
can-

dodo it . It is that kindkmd of deter-

mination
deter-

mmatlon
deterdeter-¬-

minationmmatlon one must have to sur-
VIVe

sur-

vive
sursur-¬-

vive . "

She added , ""BackBack home It's-

very
it'sitsit's-

very
'

very easy to cntizecnllze and those areare-

the

are-

thethe thingsthingsthatthat break our poeplepoeple-

up
poeple-

upup .""
Itta discusseddtscussed solvingsolvmg pro-

blems
pro-

iw

pro-pro-.

blems min Barrowiw . ""AA groupgroupofgroupofusofof-usofusofus-
have

-..us-

have
us.us

have gotten together We have Ii-

dentified
i-i'-

denUfieddentified our problems They areare-

over
are-

overover Identified:d . It'sIts'' possible forfor-

us
for-

usus; to solvewIve them When you getget-

together
get-

togetherigethertogether you have to have rere-

sponsible
reore-rereo-

sponslble

¬-

sponsiblesponslble people " TeamTeam-

wOfIt

Team-

workworkwOfIt is criticalcntlcal fotfor problemproblemS-

OlvUlg

problem-

solvingsolvingSOlvUlg she said
"""It'sIts'' veryvery-

important

very-

unportantunportantimportant we haveve teamworkteamwork-

There's
teamwork-

There'sThere'sTheres' a secunlysecurity, inm reachingreachmg aa-

goal

a-

goal

a-

goalgoal together ".
But she ssaid' women must bebe-

prepared

be-

preparedprepared to10 acceptr . hardshipshardships-

"I
, _

""II discovered that hardships andand-

stonns
and-

stormsstonnsstorms are a fact of hfelife .
" she

saId .
-

"""ThereThere will be tunestimes whenwhen-

you
when-

youyou exexperiencepenence a real hardyhardyVICVI-

Ctory

vic-

tory
VIC-VIC-

tory ."
SeeingSeemg with clarityclanty is alsoals-

oim
also-

importantimImportantortant says Itta .
""It'sIts' very important to seesee-

with
see-

withwith clantyclarity . Many of ouiourour-

people
our-

peoplepeople are having problems . II-

believe

I-

believebelieve people cannot see clear-

ly
clearclear-¬.-

lyIy . There'sTheres' an entrance of thingsthmgsthings-

that
thmgs-

thatthat are not real . They'reTheyre' underunder-

an
under-

anan influencemflueuce wheewheretheywhebethey} they can'tcant' seesee-

anything
see-

anythinganything :"'
She told the wewomen to ""LeadLead"Lead-

our
"Lead-

ourour people wIth clantyclarity ."

People must value what waswas-

given
was-

givengiven to them and they mustmust-

try
must-

trytry to use traditIons that havehave-

endured
have-

enduredenduredenduredoverover the yeanyears Itta sal(1sal1said(..

In another portion of thethe-

conference

the-

conferenceconference , AddleAddie Golberg whowho-

is

who-

isis with Tanana Chiefs Confer-

ence

ConferConfer-¬-.

ence discusseddtscussed what an abusedabused-

mother

abused-

mothermother or wifewe could dodo-

"You
do-

"You
do-

"You""YouYou don'tdont' have to callcaIl thethe-

pohce
the-

policepolicepohce . You go in and fillfill-

out
fill-

outout a form (availableavallable at Cnm-
Centers

CrisisCnmCrisis-

CentersCenters ) . You can keepep hihimturnhim-

away
turn-

awayaway for 10 or 40 days A judgeJudge-

takes
Judge-

takestakes you in a closeddosed hearingheanng .

The judge asks you q\qquestionsqestlons\estlons If

_L.LLL. r.LurLu. . ' . . _ _ _ _ . ' . .methe judge feelsleeis theremere was or is a-

threat
a

threat of vvilencevdenceence he will keep thethe-
husband

the-
husbandhusband away for 10 days .

Golberg also discussed the adad-

ou

ad-

vantages

ad-ad-.

vantages of the DomestIc VVio-VioVio-

lence
10-1010-

lence
-

lence Law .

""YouYouou don'tdont' have to pay for aa-

lawyer

a-

rlawyerer-

so

ers-

oS

r ." SShe saiddd-

Sl

the hhus-

TO

hus-

band
hus-hus-; ; eofeofh: I

band "also<

TO tellss his Slside of thethe-

id

the-

storystory andid she referred to the
10 or 403 days as ""aaa cooling offoff-

penod

off-

periodpenodperiod1 ."
"Nit'sNits"It'sIts: ''ss lettingleltlng !himurn know you'r-

e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e

you'retakin-

g

you'retakin-

g'

takingj a stand . It'sIts'' not hlte-

pressmg

likehltelike-

pressing

like-

spressmgpressing chargess PressingPressmg chachargeschargesI-

SIS the last: legal option .
" she SlidsaidSlid-

She

said-

SheShee saidSlid it was a realrealachIevea-1a1achieve-

ment
achIeveachieve-- .-

ment..


