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One of the great resources ofofourour Native folks in Alas-

J
Alas-

ka
AlasAlas-¬-

kaJ is our own Native old people I heir'sheirs' is the richnessnchness ofof-
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lirelifelire they stillstili hold inm their bosoms - to be tapped by a lotlot-
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lot-

ofof uus, ifIfwewe only would IfIfwewe make more effort to dodo-
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do-

thisththis" "'we'ee canLan preserve them for the unequalled culturalcultural-
achievements

cultural-
ddllevcmcntsachievementsddllevcmcnts of our elderly people and those of theirtheir-
tore

their-
torttoretortforefathersfdtherslathers What they know can bnngbring out the intricaciesmtncaclesmtncacle-
so

intricacies-
ofooloflourour cultural heritageshentages and they have the abilities toto-
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drddrdilrawdraw'" themIhem out in dramatic formfonn , in amusing manner ,. andand-
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mostmostmmt otof alldllallinin most interestingmterestmg waysWdYS of presentatIOn-
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presentationpresentation-
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TryTry listeninglItenmg, ,seriouslycnously to the old Native people WhenWhen-
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When-

thenthe\thethentheIjtchtheIdtch\ IjtchIdtchlatch on to ,somethmgomethl'lgomethllgsomethigg', that interestmterest them ., ththey- enterenter-
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into the 'spirit'pmtpmt of tellingteUmg what they know dramaticdramatrcallydramatically; andand-
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and-

intenselyinlenselvInten-.el\Inten.elInten.elelintenselyInten.elV.llen-. \ .VthenV.llenVllenWhenV.llenOU\vou\OUOUsou get them ,startedtdrted in10 that way .,.ItItit is anan-

experience"''penenpenenexperience< ' thaiIhdlthat "'will'IIIIII'IIInotwillnotnot behe forgotten easilyeasily-
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fhlfhlThisPhis' '"wasd ' theIhe '"wayJy our elderly people pass on the allall-
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importantIIllportmlimportantculturalIIllportmlculturdltdcet, culturalculturdltdcetIdcetsfacets, olof01 our ancestors On many occa-
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'sions'IonIon, there were other old folks who listened inm ,. andand-

"hen
and-

when"when"henhen IIthe", tellerkller 'strayed'trdyedtrdyed'trdyedastrayeda a hithit.., his colleagues were ready toto-

correct
to-

correllcorrectcorrell him111m HutflldtThat Wdwjswas' the wayWdY customsLutoms, and traditionstraditions-
were",wereere passedpd'dpdd" ,' do\ldoldown\, n to uus, aas, accuratelyaLcurately as possible OneOne-
lould

One-
would\,would\louldlould ,expect"p'dpd" ,' thaithdlthat the old perperson<;on who related the culturalcultural-
oem

culturalI I,.

:oemcentsgemsoemlould, \,would\louldlould he ,somewahtome'dhtomedhtsotnewaht"' miffed at beingbemg corrected butbut-
he

but-
tiehetie nevernner ,seemedeemed to mindmmd jda hithI! In tacttdCt the listeners ,. thethe-

n.lrrdlor
the-

narratornarratorn.lrrdlornlrrdlor. himselfhlmelf, ",wouldwouldchuckleouldouldlhuclhucchucklele alldll to the amusementamuement, ofof-

all.all.111111 presentpre\l'ntprel'ntlnt\' ThusThu, the miicueml"cuemlcuemiscue" "'was'dSdS corrected to be passedpassed-
onon das' correcorrectly, tly das, alldll expertsexpert, present could mdmakee itii SoSo-

"hdt
So-

what"what"hdthdt one hedhears!> aboutahout customs ,. traditions anddnd other cuicul-
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IKialttalttalways,ddl "wa\swasways..1\.1.1'ery\ ' is" 'very'eryery much an authenticduthentlc narrationnarration-
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t.o'Sot.oto..00 heedh'edhed,' your tolkslolbfolks I he knownow great many thinjthings., thatthat-
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c in hhe,' mostIlt]() , importantImportdnt to remrememberem her Invite ,severaleverdl ofof-

Ihem
of-

themthemIhem to \vouryourour homes givegne them teated and cotleecolleecoffee . and besthestbest-
of

hest-
"I"Hi"IIof alldll treattre.ttret. them to theirthL'lrthLlr' 0own"' " traditional foods whichwhich-
they

whicht-

llL'ytheytllL'ytllLy' loveIe", tromfrom theIhe top ol01of their heads to their toes AndAnd-
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And-

toto go alongdlongdlongI\II\,wiihwithIth thaithatthat.,. !givemegive them the greatest respect theythey-
deCT

they-
deservedeservede\CT\deCTdeCTe\ \ e ThevThe\TheThedr\ drare,' vervververy. precious-preciousprecioushuman- human beings fromfrom-
"horn

from-
whomw""hornhornwhomhorn one cancdn learnledrn ad great deal about our great culturcuIturcultures


