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Railroad transfer maymay-erodemayerode- erode land claims : Blatchford
ANCHORAGE (APAP)) - NatIVe-

leaders
NativeNative-

leadersleaders , shipping and trucking-

firm
truckmg-

fmn
truckingtruckmg

fmnfirm officials say they fear trans-

fer
trans-

fer
trans-trans-

fer of the Alaska Railroad fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe federal government to thethe-

state
the-

statestate could cause problemsproblems-
They

problems-
They

problems-
TheyThey testified duringdurmg pubbe-

heanngs
publicpubbepublic-

hearingshearingsheanngs on legislation mandat-

ing
mandat-

mg
mandat-

Frank

mandat-mandat-
mging the "J"allroad'sJallroadsrailroad'srailroads' transfer ThatThat-

measure
That-

measuremeasure was Introduced by SensSens-

Frank
Sens-

FrankFrank Murkowski and Ted Ste-

vens
SteSte-¬.-

vens .

The hearings got under wayway-

Monday
way-

MondayMonday 1m Acnhorage and werewere-

to- to continue Tuesday inI Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
FairFair-¬-

banks .

Representative of EkIutna-

Inc
EklutnaEkIutnaEklutna-

IncInc . ,. Cook Inlet Regional Inc .,

ToghonheleToghotthele Native CorporatIon-
and

Corporation
and Chugach Natives ,. Inc saidsaId-

they
said-

theythey do not oppose the propos-

ed
propospropos-propos-

ed
-¬-

ed transfer ,. but fear their ""validvalid"valId-

existing

"valid-

existingexisting rights " inm the NatIVe-

Claims
NativeNative-

ClaimsClaims SettlementSenlement Act would be-

nulhfied

be-

nullified
be

nullifiednulhfied .
The proposed legislationlegtslatton rere-

vokes
reore-rereo-

vokes

¬-

vokes claims to railroad propro-pro-
perties

pro-
perties

-¬

perties and declares lands subjectsubject-

to10to lransfertransfer are not to be consld-consldconsid-consid --

ered public lands under the se-

t"nent
set-

tlement
set-

tlement
set-set-

"tlement""nentnent actact-

Edgar
act-

Edgar
act-

EdgarChugachNativesEdgar Blatchford of Chugach
Natives , Inc said the legISlation-
erodes

legislationlegislation-
erodeserodes Native selection nghts-
granted

rightsnghtsrights-
grantedgranted in 1971 and 1980legislation1980legislation1980legis-1980legislegislegis--¬-

lation
lation"Even""EvenEven before a single acre I-
Sconveyed

isis-

conveyedconveyed to us as promised by
CongressbyCongress, that rightnght is beingbemg didi-

luted
di-

luted
di-di¬-

luted .." he said .

Freight haulinghaubng firms saId-

Monday
saidsaid-

MondayMonday the transftmnsfertransfer coul' threa-

len
threa-

ten
threa-threa' -

tenlen privatepnvate businesbUSInesses because ofof-

state
of-

statestate subSIdies-

"It
subsidiessubsidies-

"It
subsidies-

"It""ItIt is a uniqueumque opportUntty-
for

opportunity-
for

opportunityopportUntty
for Alaskans to develop theirtheir-

state'S
their-

state'sstate'sstates'' resources , partipamcularlyparticularlypamcularly-
coal

particularly-
coal

" "

coal ,. but it is also aa-

threat
senousserioussenous-

threat
serious-

threatthreat to continued rpnvaleprivatepnvale-
water

private-
waterwater carriercarner service to Alaska , "
said Robert B . McMillen ,. preSI-
dent

presi-
dent

presipreSI-¬-

dent of Totem Ocean Trader-

Express
TrailerTraderTrailer-

ExpressExpress ((TOTETOTE ) .,

TOTE would not oppose aa-

state

a-

statestate takeover of the railroadrauroad , asas-

long
as-

longlong as rates were kept competi-

tIve

competi-

tive
competicompeti-¬-

tive with privatepnvate industry , hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid


