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EDITORIALThey'reThey'reTheyre' FinallyFinalFinally-

Listening
y

Listening to UsIJsUs-
"I

IJs-
"I

{Js
"II". , don'tdont' know what happened - but alllJIlJIatallat( at once wewe-

were
we-

werewere surrounded by Natives ..""
It might have been General Custer talking ,. but actuactu-actu-

ally
actu-

ally

¬-

allyally ititwaswas onan AlaskanAl.oskanAloskan. politician .

The scatteredscatteredvoicesvoices of individual Native leaderslead.rsleadrslead.rs-
have

leaders-
have

.
have been welded together ,. by necessity1Ie essity ondflandQandaand -QQ-aa-- growinggrowing-

awareness

growing-

awarenessawareness ofofoverallover-alloverall- Native voting power, into a forceforeforce-

politicians

.
politicians have to reckon with .

"TheyThey"Theyare"Theyore" areore finally listening to us ,. " one Native said.

But it isn'tisnt' just that politicians in Alaska , and inin-
fact

in-
factfact allalloverover the country ,. are just beginning to recognizerecognize-
Native

recognize-
NativeNative problems - ttit is that they are beginning to recrec-rec-
ognize

rec-
ognize

¬-

ognize Native power .

If the Natives can say : "ThsyThsy"ThyThy"TheyThey" areore finally listeninglistening-
toto us/ususAlaskaus/,","' Alaska state officials can also say : "TheyThey" areare-
finally

are-
finallyfinally talking ., "

OfOfcoursecourse some individual Natives have for manymany-

years
many-

yearsyears been working towardtowardequalequalequaleducationeducation opportunitiesopportuni fies ;

better housing conditions ; equalequalopportunityopportunity - but it isis-
only

is-
onlyonly recently that these leaders have been ableobletoto speakspeak-
with

speak-
withwithwithrealrealrealauthorilYrealauthorityauthorityauthorilY .,

This authority comes from the growing sophisticasophistica-sophisophistica-

tion

stica-sticastica-

tion

¬-

tion ofofthethe village Native . These people have wantedwanted-
the

wanted-
thetheydidn'tthe things their leaders'eaderseaders' were asking for - but they
didn'tdidntpeoplewho' know how to go about helpinghclpiig: the very peoplepeople-
whowho were speaking for them .

Now they not only know how to help their leaders -
they are also helping themselves . They are beginningbeginning-
toto realize that if theythythywanttheywantwant the best part of two waysofwayswaysof-
life

ofof-

lifelife ; that of liethee village and that ofofmoofmodemmodemmo em civilizationcivilization-
things

civilization-
things

civilization-
things-thingsthings- are going to havehove to changechonge .,

Rural developmentdovelopment is a phrase that hasn'thasnt' meantmeantImeant-
much

I'
much in Alaska up to now but today the village peoplepeople-
areare getting wise in the way of triplicate forms and fed¬.
eralefolefolgrantseralgrantsgrants .

They wantwont better education for their young; theythey-
want

they-
wantwant to live'iveive' in the villagevillag. , but in nicer houses withwith-
cheaper

with-
cheapercheaper electricity andandmodernmodern plumbingplumbinq . They wantwant-
to

want-
toto have onan economic base in their villagevillllg. so they cancan-
make

can-
makemake a livingIi ving where they call home and provide ao futurefuture-
for

future-
forfor their children in the village .

This wintingYClntingventing is making itself known in the largelarge-
number

large-
numbernumber of Native organizations formingformingandandandrecentlyrecently ,
in the Statewide NativeNativ. Organization .

Perhaps the most encouraging signslgl1 of Alaskan NaNa-NaNa-

tives

Na-

tives

¬-

tives ' asvarenessawareness of their own citizenship is thethe-
questioning

the-
questioningquestioning of the paternalistic system they have livedlived-
Undtlf

lived-
underUnderUndtlf fatfor yearsriorsyears .

It'tt' is hard forfrterf r a man to questionqu.stlonqustlon. whether or not itifIt-
might

if-
mightmight be better for him to pay his own waywoy ; make hishis-
awn

his-
ownownawn mistakes or succeedsucceedonon his own initiative .

TheTh . fact that Alaskan Natives orare*. beginning to askask-

this
ask-

thisthis question is altall partport of their awareness pfoff them ¬.

selves as individualindividualcitizenscitizensitizens(: as a group power .


