
Guest EditorialEditorial-Editorial¬-EditorialDyEditorialBy
lyDyBy JOHN SACKETTSACKETT-

Each

SACKETT-

EachEach ofofusus as Alaskan Natives should be extremelyextremely-
concerned

extremely-
concernedconcerned about the effect that the proposed Trans-TransTrans-
Alaska

Trans-
Alaska

Trans-
Alaska

--

Alaska Pipeline will have on our lives ., Too often we willwill-

run
will-

runrun with the general trend of the day and support somesome-
thing

.

thing that perhaps really doesn'tdoesnt' benefit us just because itit-
is

it-

isis the "thingthing" " to do and it is popular .

I believe that it is our right to question thinking that isis-

prevalent
is-

prevalentprevalent today , that being , how is the pipeline going toto-

benefit
to-

benefitbenefit our people in termstenns of employment and lifelife-life-

style
life-

style
¬-

style .

The history of the state for Alaskan Native employemploy-employ-
ment

employ-
ment

¬-

ment has not been good to us . Whatever the reasons thatthat-

are
that-

areare given , be they ranging from the stereotype of thethe-

lazy
the-

lazylazy Indian who doesn'tdoesnt' want to work ,,, to the situation ofof-

many
of-

manymany of our people being away from work centers , thethe-

fact
the-

factfact does remain that 80808070%% ofofourour people are unemployedunemployed-
and

unemployed-
andand it certainly appears as if this is going to continuecontinue-
unless

continue-
unlessunless everyone makes a concerted effort to change thisthis-

situation
this-

situationsituation .

A hundred years ago all of our people were unun-unun-

employed
un-

employed
¬-

employed and their only livelihood was living off the .

land . In all this time - 100 years total - only 20202070%% ofof-

our
of-

ourour people are working and the rest are still trying toto-

live
to-

livelive off the land ,, a method of living that is becomingbecoming-
more

becoming-
moremore and more difficult every passing day . There willwill-

come
will-

comecome a time soon when even Native people will notnot-

be
not-

bebe ableahle to live off the land and when that time doesdoes-

arrive
does-

arrivearrive , what wiUwill we do then ?

Without question , the programs and attempts for-

Native
forfor-

NativeNative employment have not been successful to date .

People throughout the State have stated that they areare-

making
are-

makingmaking continuous attempts to hire Alaskan NativesNatives-
They

.

They state that thevthethey have program galore , and yet , wewe-

still
we-

stillstill have the highest unemployment rate in the nation .

It is no wonder that we would question exactly howhow-

much
how-

muchmuch of an attempt these people are making for NativeNative-

employment
Native-

employmentemployment..

It is a fact that we have our share-ofshareofshare "'- of persons who do-

not
dodo-

notnot want to workworkatat all . It is also a fact that there areare-

many
are-

manymany people who do not want to leave the villages andand-

move
and-

movemove into the urban centers . It does remain a fact , howhow-how-

ever
how-

ever

¬-

ever , that the majority of our people do wantwanttoJoto, work ,,,

especially on a seasonal basis , but they are not yet -
after 100 years - assimilated into the work force ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska . The two basic reasons are that training programsprograms-
have

programs-
havehave not been geared for Alaskan Native employment andand-

the
and-

thethe present system of labor in Alaska legally discriminates-
against

discriminatesdiscriminates-
againstagainst Alaskan Natives .

These are terrible accusations to make , but 'thethe.the'. factsfacts-

are
facts-

areare what they are - we are still unemployed for thesethese-
specific

these-

specificspecific reasons .. The administrators of training programsprograms-
have

programs-
havehave never studied the Native way of life . For example ,

every training program has always been geared to workingworking-

inin cities when Native people do not want to work there .

They have always been geared to permanent year - aroundaround-
employment

around-
employmentemployment rather that seasonal which fits much monmoremore-

readily
more-

readily
.

readily into the Native way of life . These are only aa-

couple
a-

couplecouple of examples of many that must be taken intointo-

consideration
into-

considerationconsideration when training Native people , but theythey-

haven't
they-

haven'thaven'thavent' ever been recognized yet by the administrators .

Nearly allaU employment in Alaska is performedperfonned throughthrough-
unions

through-
unionsunions of one sort or another . Unions in general havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen extremelyextremdy beneficial to their members and havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen successful in obtaining employment for them . ButDutDut-

Alaskan
But-

AlaskanAlaskan Natives are excluded because the majority of usus-

do'dodo'. do not know (1)1( ) how to join , and (2)2( ) the labor unionsunions-
have

unions-
havehave given only lip service and never made any aggressiveaggressiv-
eattempt

aggressiv-
eattemptattempt to bring in Native people .. Until these twotwo-

areas

two-

areasareas are recognized and solved , Native people will never-

be
nevernever-

bebe employed .

The public will cry that we are attempting to hold upup-

the
up-

thethe progress of the state by protesting the pipeline untiluntil-

these

until-

thesethese areas of concern are resolved , but looklookatat the facts

and you will findfmd that really the Native receives veryvery-

little
very-

littlelittle or nothing . True , some of us will be hired , but notnot-

the
not-

thethe majority , and there will be training programs but-

they
butbut-

theythey too will be unsuccessful in meeting our needs .

Unfortunately , the history ofofemploymentemployment in AlaskaAlaska-

has
Alaska-

hashas shown that the Native never participates and outsidersoutsiders-
will

outsiders-
willwill flow intoinJo Alaska like the times of southeastern pulp-

mills
pulp-pulppulp-

mills
pulp-

mills

-

mills , gold rushes , and the Kenai oil exploration . In thethe-
end

the-
endend , we may well have wished we hadhadnevernever heardheardofof thethe-
pipeline

the-
pipelinepipeline because by that time , our present subsistence lifelife-

will
life-

willwill also be gone .


