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By
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ByByBylARYMARY\lARYlARY!\ MOSESMOSES-

Increased

MOSES-

IncreasedIncreased interest in locallocal-
community

local-
communitycommunityschoolshascontrolcontcontrolofrolrolofof schools
has oftqnofttnoften; led to looking forfor-
ways

for-
waysways to make the schools betterbetter-
Even

better-
EvenEven under the presently comcom-com-
mon

com-
mon

¬-

mon advisory boardboardsystemsystem ,
when enough parents andandcomcomcom-com-
munity

com-
niunity

¬-

munityniunity members take a realreal-
Interest

real-
interestusuallyIusuallyleadsinterest in the schools , it usuallyusually-

adleadsI ad to new and better ¬-propro-pro-
grams

pro-
gramsgrams
gramsThe

The nongraded , mdividuahedIndlviduallledindividualizedIndlviduallled-
elementary

individualized-
elementary

?
elementary schoolschoolatat Tanana lastlast-
school

last-
schoolschool yearycycryearr was a very successful

example of the improvementimprovement-
community

improvement-
communitycommunity interest can make .

Last winter , the children atat-

Tanana

at-

TananaTanana were placed in levels ,

not grades , grouped by readingreading-

ability
reading-

abilityability . There were 16 levels inIn-

the
in-

thethe first six years of school..

Each child worked through thethe-

levels

the-

levelslevels at his own speedpeed . HelieIlelie-

went

Ile-

wentwent to
,

a new level justlust asaas-

soonsoon as , but not before , he ludh.ldhldhadh.ld-

learned
had-

learned
.

learnedlearnedallall the skills inm the oldold-

level

old-

levellevel.. ReadingReadll1g , language skills ,

and math were taught in levelslevels-

atat each child'schilds' individual raterate-

This
rate-

Tim
rate-

ThisThisTim system hasha seveialevel dl addd-ddad-addd-

vantages

ad-

vantages

¬-

vantages . One is that no oneone-

ever

one-

everever fails Some go fasterfdster thanthan-

others
than-

othersothers , but everyone "passespasses" "

from level to level when he'sheshe\he'\

ready . Another advantage isis-

that

is-

thatthat every childchildISis doing workwork-

that
work-

thatthat helie is able to do . No childchild-

is

child-

isis "lostlost" " inm a class doingdoingworkworkwork-
too

work-
tootoo hard . No childchildISis boredbored-
by

bored-
byby work too easy . A thirdthird-
advantage

third-
advantageadvantage is that the levels arearcarc-

very
are-

veryvery systematic-systematicsystematicthesystemat IC
-' the teachersteachers-

and
teachers-

andand the children all knowknow-

exactly
know-

exactlyexactly what they mustmu's-
t

mus-
t

must
'

learn ,

andandInin what order.. There areare-

no
are-

nono "holesholes" " in what is learned .

The nongradednongradedsystemsystem atat-

Tanana
at-

TananaTanana was the rpsultresultr sult ofofconconcon-con-
tmued

con-
tinued

¬-

tinuedtmuedtmuedcqmmullltytinuedcommunitycommunitycqmmulllty interestII1terest inmm-

the
in-

thethe schoolschool ThreeThre yearsYCdr agodgo add-

large
a-

largelarge schoolschoo! committeecon\rmtteeconrmttee\ ofofa'utofalouta-aauta-'uta'ututal-outalout' - , ' ut
30 parents , teacherstNchers , communitycommunity-
members

community-
membersmembers and older students wasWdSWd-
Sformed

was-
formedformed The committeecomnllttee metmet-

once
met-

onceonce or twice a month to discussdiscuss-

ways
discuss-

waysways to makenuke the school betterbetter-
No

better-
NoNo one was satisfied with thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool program the way it was .

The iioitgradedn"J1gradednJ1gradedn'wgradednwgradedn"J1gradedIdean'wgradedidea"' idea was one ofof-

the
of-

thethe committee'scommittees' suggestions forfor-

Improvement
for-

improvementimprovementimprovementThe
The following year , thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool staffstaffspentspent the entireenllre yearyear-

plannmg
year-

planningplanningplannmg and preparingprepanng for thethe-

nongraded
the-

nongradednon-gradednongradednongradedschool- school It didn'tdidntdidn't-
happen

didn't-
happen

'

happen overnightoverlllght It was a lotlot-

of
lot-

ofof hard work for the teachersteachers-
and

teachers-
andandandadnlllllstrators.butandadministratorsbutadnnnistrators-butadnnnistratorsbutadnlllllstrators.butadnlllllstratorsbutadministrators-butadministrators-. they diddid-

It

did-

itit because the community wantwant-want-

ed
¬.-

edcdcdIIedititII.. The advisory boardboardstrongstrongstrong-strong-
ly

strong-
ly

¬-

ly supported the idea also , andand-

granted
and-

grantedgranted the teachers planningplannmgplannmg-
lime

planning-
timetimelime and other help as needed .

When the nongraded programprogram-
was

program-
waswas started , standardstandardreportreport cardcard-

systems
card-

systemssystems were also discardeddiscarded-
The

discarded-
TheThe new waywas a longer reportreport-
form

report-
formform , which told exactly whatwhat-

the
what-

thethe student could do and whatwhat-
Ills

what-

hishisIlls weaknesses were . There werewere-

no
were-

nono A , B , CC',, 0D , and F gradesgrades-

Parents
grades-

ParentsParents came to the school toto-

talk
to-

talktalk to the teachers several timestimes-

dunng
times-

duringduringdunng the year , and especiallyespecially-
any

especially-
anyany time a child had difficultydlffdifficulty-
learning

cultyculty-

learlllnglearninglearlllng a new thingtiling . The parpar-par-

ents
par-

ents
¬-

ents were always told exactlyexactly-
how

exactly-
howhow eacheachchildchild was doingdomg , andand-

often
and-

oftenoften the parents gave the childchild-child-

ren
¬.-

ren a lot of help .

It took a little time for thethe-

students
the-

studentsstudents , teachers , and parentsparents-
toto get used to the new way .

Some were not too happy withwith-

Itit at first ButBu t the schoolschool-

board
school-

boardboard kept supportingsupportmg the ideaIdea-

and
idea-

andand by the end of the yearyear-

every
year-

everyevery teacher feltfeltItit was a sucsuc-suc-

ce

suc-

cess
¬-

cessce ss1OMost\1O1O!\ t of the parents reallyreally-

liked
really-

likedlikedlikedItit becausebecau thefileI he childrenchildren-
were

children-
werewere learningleJrnll1g more , andandseemedseemedseemed-

happier
seemed-

happierhappier The achievementacl1levement testtetest-

scores
tt-

scoresscores showedshowedImprrwemenlshowedimprovementimprovementImprrwemenl..

One little boy who had spentspent-

four
spent-

tourlourfourtour years inm school and failedfailed-

to
failed-

toto learn to readreadsummedsummed it up inin-

an
in-

anan essay at the end of the yearyear-

"I
year-

"I"II"Iam"Iant" amant ninenme years old and I havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen inIII school four years . ThisTillSTillS-

year
This-

yearyear I] learned to read and writewrite-

better
write-

betterbetter IIamam not a dumb boyboy-

any
boy-

anyany more 1I am a smart boyboy-

now
boy-

now "now


