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Editorial—
Eyes Are Upon You -
The Native Voters

It is becoming most evident that the native voters of
rural Alaska are being eyed more and more each general
election year. The Senate and U.S. House hopefuls, as
well as that of the governorship of Alaska and on lesser
dcgrcc, some of the state lcgi.llativc scat lﬁ:k_crl, dcpcnd-
ing on the area from which they run, are increasingly
seeking the native vote. Why is this going on? The most
potent answer might be that an office seeker can coast in
to his chosen office target if he can line up sufficient
native vote in his favor.

This is the fact that should be fully understood by
our native people that they have the voting power to
elect a candidate. This could be done almost with certain-
ty if an organized and concerted effort is made to aim
the vote. This eventuality can happen and our major
politicians are only too aware that it can. This is the
reason why they work hard for the native vote. We hope
that they will always pursue it with vigor because it is a
revealing process that our people are very much in the
political picture of the State of Alaska.

This fact should always be in the minds of our
native leaders because it is one of our most prized possess-
ions in the affairs of our state. It is our IN for benefits
that can come our way. It is a potent possession that
should be carefully nursed along by our leaders. They
should make efforts to refine it so it can work better.

And it can IF conscientious and serious efforts are made.
It is a possession that should not be allowed to exist

without direction. If this is allowed, it can be of little use

6 Months § 4,50
6 Months $10.00

power that is evident today will not always be. Some
people are saying that with the influx of many people
into Alaska now, and this may accelerate in the future,
that the percentage of the native vote will not be as

qniﬁurtiuthcut'mpeophﬂjoyiloﬁy.
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—FRED STICKMAN, SR.

United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Sept. 6, 1968
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