
Native women plan June elections
By DEMISEDENISE BOUSLEYBOUSLEY-

The

BOUSLEY-

TheThe 1980 Alaska Native Women'sWomens' Statewide Conven-
tion

Conven-
tion

ConvenConven-¬-
tion , with the theme , Understanding Our Heritage forfor-
Tomorrow

for-
TomorrowTomorrow , was held last weekend at the Travelers Inn inin-

FairbanIcs
in-

FairbanksFairbanksFairbanIcs... Nearly 200 women from throughout AlaskaAlaska-
attended

II-

attendedattended .

The Convention adopted organizational by-lawsbylawsby-law5law5-- ,

elected a new board of directors , and discussed issues ofof-
concern

of-
concernconcern to Alaska Native women .

Among the new directors of the Alaska Native WoWo-WoWo-
men's

Wo-
men's

-¬

men'smens' Statewide organization are : Ida Olemaun , ArcticArctic-
Slope

Arctic-
SlopeSlope , Lydia Gerton , Bering Straits ; Mary Freeman , Bris-

tol
BrisBris--Bris-

tol
¬-

tol Bay; Gladys lungJung,, CallsCalistata ; Mary Jane Peterson , CookCook-
Inlet

Cook-
InletInlet ; Sharon Sonnyboy , Doyon ; Alyce Bethel , SealaskaSea1aska ;
and Agnes GGriffithffith , At Large member .,

Several regions voted to elect a representative ..once-
they

once.onceonce-
theythey returned to 'heirtheir regionsRsions..,. The new board of directoIl-
wi1I

directorg-
will

directorsdirectoIldirectorg!willwi1I elect officersorocers'atorocersatatat its firstfast meeting in Anchorage , ononoD-JuneoDJune-June
14 ., Mary JaneJaneJ>Petersoneterson , wfllwill serveserveMas thethejnterimel1!interimm ppresidentent .,

'(SeeSet CONVENTIONCONVENTION- 'pageCONVENTION- page
., Page 8)8)



ConventionContinued
Convention

(Continued from PagePare 1)11)-

The

1)-

The

)

The Keynote speaker was-

Mary
was-

Mary
was

Mary Natani,, a1 Winnebago Inch-

of
IndiInch-Inch¬.-

an , President of the AssocIation-

of
Association

of American Indian Women , andand-

employed
and-

employedemployed by the Women'sWomens' BuBu-

reau
Bu-Bu¬.-

reau of the Department of LaLa-

bor

La-

bor
La-La-.

bor , Washington , D.CDC. .

Other speakerspeakers * included Lo-

retta
Lo-

retta
La-

retts
Lo-LoLa-La--

rettaretts HetieHeUeHehe , originally fromfrom-

Nome
from-

NomeNome , the first .,.EskimoEskimoEskImo to bebe-

come
be-be¬.-

come a1 physician ;;; DeliaDeDaDella Keats ofof-

Kotubue
of-

KotzebueKotzebueKotubue , a1 traditionaltraditional EskImo-

healer
EskimoEskimo-

healerhealer ; Esther Combs., an Atha-

basan
AthaAlbaAtha-¬.-

bascanbucanbasan , PersonnelPenonnel Director forfor-

Cook
for-

CookCook Inlet Native Association :
''EllenEllen HaysHaya , pastput president ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska Native Brotherhood ,

Native LiaisonLIaiJon Officer for thethe-

National
the-

NationalNational Park Service ; andand-

Teresa
and-

TeresaTeresa .Sockpeahik-PerrySockpeahikPerrySoclr.peaIuk.perrySoclrpeaIuk.perrySoclrpeaIukperrySockpeahrk-PerrySockpeahrk-. , an Es-

Idmo
Es-

kimo
Ea-

ldmo
Es-EsEa-Ea--

Idmoldmokimo from ShaktoollkShalttooUk , andand-

Commissioner
and-

CommissionerCommissioner to Alaska Com-

mission
ComCom-¬.-

mission on the Status of Women ,,
andandhomenukerhomemaker .

Resolutions passedpused by thethe-

Convention
the-

ConventionConvention seek toto-

Increase
to-

Increase
:

-Increase-Increase the number of NaNa-

tive
Na-Na¬.-

tivetlve women leadersleaden by trainingtrainmgtraining-

through
trainmg-

throughthrough workshops in the re-

tioni
re-

tions
re-rereoreo-

tloDJ
-

tionstloDJtioni..,
tionsDeveloptloDJDeveloptioniDevelop--DevelopDevelop aI Talent Bank ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska-Alaska- Native WomenWome-
nInform

Women-

Inform
.

--Inform-Inform people about whatwhat-

will
what-

wmwOlwmwill happen to Native bndslandslands-

when
lands-

whenwhen they become nonrestric-
ted

non-restricnonrestricnon.estric-non.estricnon-restric-non.estric-
ted

-. -¬-

ted-

Develop
tedted-

Develop
ted-

Develop
.

--DevelopDevelop education pro-

grams
proptG-ptGpro-ptG-

gram
-¬-

gramsgram, about legal rights andand-

resources
and-

resourcesresources for people in thethe-

region
the-

regionregion or villagevillage-

Increase
villag-

eloaease
.

-Increase-loa-easeloaease-Increase- day care assistanceassistance-

inin the villages andandregIOnregIOnregIOn-
Encourage

region-
Encourage

.

-Encourage-Encourage the IndiiInd18nIndianInd18n-

Health
Indian-

HealthHealth ServiceSemce and the State toto-

be
to-

bebe more responsive to needs ofof-

victims
of-

victimsvictims of domestic violence .,

sexsexualsexualultult andandraperapepe'-
partICular

pep-

artICular
'.sextulttultW.:en affrom: particularparticular-

regionsregions were given support for-

their
for-

thelt
for

thenthelttheir regionalregionalconcernsconcerns as wellwell-

Support
well-

SupportSupport was expressed for fun-

ding
funfun-¬.-

ding the alcoholismalcohol1sm program inmin-

Fairbanks
m-

faubanksFairbanksfaubanks and inm protectingprotecungprotecting-
subsistence

protecung-
subsistencesubsistence resources andInd NativeNative-

cultures
Native-

culturescultures . .
The AlaskaAaska! Native Women'sWomensWomen's-

Statewide
Women's-

Statewide

'

Statewide Organization was cre-

ated
creerecre-¬.-

ated last year at the firstfU1tfast state-

wide
statestate-¬.-

wide Convention of Alaska Na-

tive
NaNa-¬.-

tive women .
The purpose of the organiza-

tion
organizaorgaruzaorganiza-¬.-

tiontlon is to retainretam and strengthenstrengthen-
tradiUonaJ

strengthen-
traditionaltraditionaltradiUonaJ culture and ''tron-
gf

strong'trongtrongstrong-

familyffamilymily unity be advocatingadvocaung Na-

tive
Na-Na-.

tlvetive and Native womenwomen'swomens'', SOCIal ,

education ., and economic Issues .


