
Tuma Theater to travel to villages this sprdrspringg
By MARGARET NELSONNELSON-

Students

NELSON-

StudentsStudents in the University of Alaska-
Tuma

Alaska-
Tuma

Alaska
Tuma Theater winwiDwill be traveling to 1414-

Alaska
14-

AlaskaAlaska Native villages this spring toto-

perform
to-

performperform and pass on what they have-
learned

have-
learned

have
learned of Alaska Native culture .

""II think itiUsis very important to learn-
our

learnlearn-
ourour traditionaltraditionalwaysways before they areare-
lost

are-
lostShepardfromlost , " Alaska Native LollLolILolly> Shepard
from Nome said .

TumaTurna Theater ( pronounced ''DumaDuma '
meanllmeaningYuplltEskimoYupikEskimopapathth or trail in YupikYupllt
Eskimo ) began in the spring semester-
ci

semester-
of

semester
ofci 19791mI! at the University of AlaskaAlaska-
through

Alaska-
throughthrough a course offered in Native-
theater

Native-
theater

Native
theatertheaterThegiveNabvegiveNativeThe course was set up to give
NativeNabve students ofcl: the university the-

opportunity
the-

opportunity
the

opportunity to learn about their-
heritage

theirtheir-
heritageheritage through the use of songs andand-

dances
and-

dancesdances specific to their cultural-
areas

cultural-
areas

cultural
areas The students then shared whatwhat-
they

what-
theythey had learned by performingperforming-
numerous

performing-
numerous .numerouslegendsThemyths and legends

The 20 students in the course came-
from

camecame-
fromfrom all areas of the state , including

four different cultural areas ; Yupik,,
Inupiaq , Tlingit,, and Athabaskan-
Indian

AthabukanI-
ndian

AthabascanAthabukanAthabaskan
Indian . Tuma'sTumas' first performanceperformance-
waswas StoryknifeStorylmife at the 19791978 Festival ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNative Arts . '.
And TumaTurna has not stopped there .

SnceSince that time TumaTurna has traveled toto-

such
to-

suchsuch places as Southeastern Alaska ,
Oregon , and Washington . Reaction toto-

their
to-

theirtheir shows has been tremendous .
TumaTurna is gathering a large following .

This past March the Native dancersdancers-
Inin the TumaTurna Theater went to FortFort-
Yukon

Fort-
YukonYukon ,, Alaska , to conduct workshops-
and

workshopsworkshops-
andtheyDadtheyhadand perform dancedances* and stories they

"-"hadhadDad-had learned from their parents andand-
grandparents

and-
grandparentsgrandparents .

""OurOur aim ," said faculty sponsorsponsorFrankFrank BuskeBl1'IkeBl1Ike' , ""isis the preservation ofof-

culture
of-

cultureculture of all of Alaska'sAlaskas' Native-
people

Native
peopleeople .

The -preservationp-eservationpeservation of the Native-
culture

NativeNative-
cultureculture is most important to Tuma-
Theater

Turna-
Theater

TumaTurna
Theater , and it shows in their perfperfor-
mances

perforperfor-"01-

mances
01-01¬-

mances .

""YouYou can probably rememberl-
istening

rememberl-
istening

remember
listening to ststoriesries< told to you when

)youIOU were little by your grandparentsgrandparents-
andand parents ," dancer Terry Solcman-
of

Solomon-
of

SolomonSolcman
of Kaltag narratesnarratea . ""YouYou can-

made

caneanean-
pobably-probablyp-obablypobably remember also bowhow theythey-
made comecome-

through
mademade partpart of their personalityperIODa1ity comecome-
throughthrough ,- the storyltCI") 'and'and howbow , theythey-
wanted

they-
wantedwanted you to really listen

.
and toto-

learn
to-

learn
to-to-

learn ."
And that'sthats' Just what the dancers dodo-

cmtng
do-

duringduringcmtng their performanceperfcrmanee . 'They'lbeygIvelbeygIve'lbeygIve-
part

,jivegivegive-
partpart ofrl themselves to the audience .

During the show we will ""expressexpress toto-

IOU

to-

you)youIOU through songlOng , dance and voice , aa-

glimpse
a-

glimpseglimpseglimpseAthaAthabascanof the Raven as he isia seen inin-

the
in-

Tlingitthe AthabaAthabascanAthaAthabascanan, TllngitTlingit , HaidaHalda and-
Inupiaq

andand-
InupiaqImipiaqInupiaq tradition ," SolomonSoIcmon saidlaid.

""WhenWhen I was young , 'I'dIdJ'dhearJdhear' hear stories-
from

storiesstories-
tromfromtrom the old peoplepeople"dancerpeopledancer,,"""dancer JosephJoseph-
Pete

Joseph-
PeteFetePete from Stebbins saidlaid . ""SomeSome say
thosemosesaythosedaysdaYLdays-daysare,- are gone., ..,.butbutbulbut 'I'dId' askask-
myself

ask-
myselfmyself , ''howhow'bowbow can thosethase days be gonegone-
when

gone-
whenwhen the old people know those daysdays-
as

days-
asasasoif:JafIthey were ruteyesterday .:' ;"oOur Native :beliefs have been-
avoided

been
avoided for too long ,," Bobby SoIcman-
rl

Solomon-
of

SolomonSoIcman
ofrl Fort Yukon said . ""It'sIts' our belief ,
the Native people of01 Alaska , and we

shallIhal1 keep it going."" .'The'lbelbe directordireetcr ofrlTumaTurnTuma*'Theater'lbeaterlbeater , Josh-
Weiler

JoshJosh-
WeiserWeiserWeiler , was very pleased with the-

performance
the-

performance
the

performance of his group . ' .
""II1 think ititmcweditmovedverymoved very wellweD . . ..11.III wa-

swatch
was-

watching
was

watchingwatchW not only the people "who-
.were

irbo"WhoWho
' .,.werewere actingaetlng , but the audienceaildienceaudience react-
iOD

reac-
tion

reacreac-¬-
tiontiOD . ThoseThole little kids were right O-
Dtheir

on-

their
onOD

Iheirtheir toestoea-oIdtoeaoId-toes-oldpeopletoesoldpeopleold people too," Weise-
rlaid

Weiser-
said

Weiser
saidlaid.. "Theybey"They"'! held their concentration-
all

concentration

performatlcewhicball the way through the performance-
which

performanceperformatlce
whichwhicb isia really importantimpoftant.. And from-
what

from-
whatIhear

from
whatwhatIhearwhatlhearthatlsI bear that is a complimentccmpUment from-
a

from
a Fort YukonYulIou: audience-

Tums
audience-

Tuma
audience-audience.. -' -"

,

'particfpatedJut'participatedlastTumaTums Theater .\,, also ''participatedparticipatedparticfpated
lastJut March in a conference sponsoredaponsored
bytoSaponsoredbysponsoredbyTESOL (TeachingTeachiDgTeaching-TeachingEnglish'- English to-
Seakers

toSSeakersakers of OtherOther.LanguageaOtherLanguageaOtherLanguages:.' : Languages ) . The-
conference

The-
conference

The
conference "was"Was importantimpcrtant to Tuma-
because

Tuma-
because

Tuma
because meythey were interested in-
showing

in-
showing

in
showing TESOITESOL: the thingsth1np that the-

lt1xIents
the-

students
the

studentslt1xIents do in retrieving legends,,,
myths , history ''andand making them-
available

them-
available

them
available in EngIshEnglishtJngifahtJngifah-

The !..'The'l11el11e TheaTheater
*

justjlllt recently returned-
from

returned-
tram

returned
fromtram a trip to Seattle where they-

See
they-

See
they

(See TUMA. . Page 7)7)
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TiiMTUMA MMEMBERS.aERS lAR'CHARLES NNATONG';G (.:LEFTern)) ANDANDANDSILASSILAS ALEXANDERLEXANDER EENACTACT A RRAVENVEN LELEGENDEND DURING THITHIS YEAR'SYEARSYEARS-
FESTIVAL

''
-

FESTIVALFEmVAL OF NATIVE ARTS.. PHOTOGRAPH Id1dIcl19BO1980 ByBV KURT E . SAVISAVI KKO

TurnaTuinaTuma TheaterTheaterCon-

tinued

TheaterCon-

tinued( Continued from Page 6)-

participated

6)66)-

participated

)

participated inis the ChildrenChildren'sChildrens"'*.TheaterTheater-
Festival

Theater-
FestivalFestival and performed for twotwol-
IChools

two-
schoolsschoolslIChools : McGilvraMcGUvraMcGllvra and Dearborn-
Park

Dearborn-
Part

Dearborn
ParkPart .

Twelve students and DirectorDirector-
Weiser

Director-
WeiserWeiserWeiser.planWeiserplan..planplan.plazaplaza to leave FairbanksFaIrbanb forfor-
the

for-
thethe villages on May 9. They plan toto-

visit
to-

visitvisit :. AnatovikAnatovit Pass , Point BarrowBanow ,
Wainwright , Point Hope , Nome ,
KbtlikKotlltKotlik , St . Mary'sMarys' , Kaltag , Tog1aTcgiakTOIdat., .;BethelBethel,, Tanana , HusliaHus1iaHustle , EekEetEeI: and-
Toksook

and
.' .ToksookTokaook Bay . ' -,..rr-/"*.-

rAlong

-

with "" ",_ 'AlongAlq "RavenRaven Faces from
past performances , Turna'I'UmaIUmaTuma' wiltwillwill-tainwilltain-_ tatetake '.°

with them two new stories ; ""Raven1Raven1"RavenRaven:'
and Snipe " and ""TheThe SkeletonSkeleton-
Woman

Skeleton-
WomanWoman . It"


