
'" '

,.

'
. ' .
t
.

.

.>
.

.

;

1
,

i

.

!

-- -- - - . -

FRANTIC SHUFFLE AT WIlDWOOD
Too Short Time AllottedAllotted-

For
Allotted-

ForFor Opening the FacilityFacility-

Creates
Facility-

CreatesCreates Many ConfusionsConfusionsB-
yBy JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

WILDWOOD
Writer-

WILDWOOD
Writer-

WILDWOODWILDWOOD - The air chills , leaves fall , the tundratundra-
turns

tundra-
turnsturns rich colors , and all over AlaskaAlaJ\.aAlaJ.aAlaJ.aa!\. , students leave smallll11allll11al-

lvillages

small-

villages
!

villages and head back to school in mass movements .

This September , about 150 students headed for thethe-

Kenai
the-

KenaiKenai peninsula and the brand new Wildwood boarding
school project.. The former AirAIr-

Force
Air-

ForceForce Base is scheduled to bebe-

turned
be-

turnedturnedturnedoverover tuto the Kenait/eKenaiteKenaltleKenaitre/ InIn-

dlans
In-

deansdiansdlansdeans as partput, ot01of the landIJnd claimsclJlmsclJlms-

settlement
claims-

settlementsettlement..

Schools in10 Kenai Iradition-IraditionIrJdltlontradition-traditionIradition-
ally

tradition-
ally

-.

ally begin on Aug 30 Howeverfoweverf ,

the Kenai Native Association diddldid-

notnot get a use permit for the
.
forfor-for-

mer

¬.-

mermerbaseuntIIAug.ImerbaseuntIIAugIbase until Aug . 18!{ .

Until theyhey: had the officialofficial-

sanction
official-

sanctionsanction of the Defense DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment , the Dept.. of01 the( he InteriorIntenor ,

and the Office of ManangementManangement-
andand BudgetBudge( of the U . S . governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment

¬-

ment , not one scrap of paper ,

not one extra chair , not a matmat-mat-

tress
¬.-

tress , nor even a cup and saucersaucer-

could
saucer-

couldcould be movedmovedontoonto thethe-

facilIty
the-

facilityfacility .

Fortunately , the AirAIrorcef-orceforce-orceForceForce-

left
(-- orce-

leftleft behind much of the furnishfurnlsh-furnlshfurnish- ¬-

ingslOgs and equipment to nukeI11JkcmakeI11Jk-
cthe

make-

thethe WildwoodWddwuod facility aJ fullytullfully-

functioningfunctioning boardingbOJrdmg facilityfJclhty torfor
200 students whowhu wouldwouldJllendwouldattendattendJllendJllend-
the

attend-
thethe locallocalschoolsschoolschuobschools-

Students
schools-

Students
chuob-

StudentsStudents could not behche rerc-rcre-rerc-

crulted
re-

cruited
¬-

cruitedcrulted untiluntd access to thethc hjsehJ\ChJCbasehJC-

was
base-

was \was officially secured . UnderUnder-

that
Under-

thatthat kindkmdkmdofkindofof time pressureprcssure , a.II..-
Iteam

a-

teamteam was hastily put togethertogether-
toto go out to the bush .,

TheyTheywentwent to Barrow , Kot/e-KoteKotlC-KotlCKotze-KotzeKote-
bue

KotlC-

bue
Kotze-

bue
/ -

bue , KianaKlana , Noatak , andandotherotherother-

remote
other-

remoteremote communities . In somesome-

villages
some-

villagesvillages they did not talk toto-

young
to-

youngyoung people but to the villagevlllavillage-

council
ee-

councilcouncil .

The plan was to recruitrecrUit-

mostly
recruit-

mostlymostly junior highhIghstudentsstudents .

The reasons for this were manymany-

The
many-

TheThe junior highhighinin10 Kenai hadhadahad-

newer
had-

newer
a

newer buildingbUlldmg Some thoughtthought-
that

thought-
thatthat the mostmo\tmot\ creative teachersteJcherteachers-
werewere at that school AndAndItit wasWJSWJS-

also
was-

alsoalso thought that younger kidskids-

would
kids-

wouldwould make an easier integraintegra-integra-

tion

¬.-

tiontlOn intomto the predominantlyprcdommantly non-nonnon-

Native
non-

NatIve
non-

Native

-

Native communitycommumty . The goalgoal-

was
goal-

waswas 200 students .

As a result of a word-of-wordofword-ofwordof-
mouth

wordof-
mouth

-- -.

mouth communicationcommul1lcatlOn systemsystem-

know
system-

knowknow as the "BushBush" Telegraph " ,

surprise ofofsurpnseofsurprisesurprisesurpnse , kids beganbegan-

toto show up !

Roy Kochuton , a 9th gradegrade-

Aleut
grade-

AleutAleut from False Pass was onon-

hIs
on-

hishis way to MtMI.. Edgecumbe .

When he reached Anchorage , hehe-

rerouted
he-

reroutedre-routedrerouted- himself , had his ticketticket-

changed
ticket-

changedchanged , andandshowedshowed up ataat-

Wildwood
(

Wildwood .

Said one of the staff "WeWe"We-

Jumped
"We-

jumped
"

jumped around like LindberghLmdberghLmdbergh-
had

Lindbergh-
hadhadhadarrIVedarrived ! Fortunately , byby-

that
by-

thatthat time , we had managed toto-

hue
to-

hirehirehue a cook locally and werewere-

able
were-

ableable to feed him .
"

WhileWhtle many schools areare-

havIng
are-

havinghaving problems with drop-outsdropoutsdrop.outsdropouts-. ,

WildwoodWddwoodWIldwoodISWddwoodisis having problemsproblems-
with

problems-
withwith drop-insdropins- . Kids come , looklook-

around
look-

aroundaround , call back home to coucou-cou-

sins

¬.-

sins , brothers , sisters , or friends ,

and say . "ComeCome" to Wildwood .
"

How is Wildwood different ?

An Eskimo girlgul sits in10 herher-

modern
her-

modernmodern , furnished apartmentapartment-
complete

apartment-
completecomplete with kitchen , refrigerarefngera-refngerarefrigera-refngera-
tor

refrigera-
tor

¬-

tor ,. washer-dryerwasherdryer-- . She sharesshares-

itit with only five other girls .

It is her home . For awhile .

( ContinuedCntlnued() on page 6)6)



The Frantic ShuffleShuftle at Wildwood . . .

"PrivacyPrivacy" ," she says simply .
"'"TheyTheyfhey':"' treat you like you'reyoure' aa-

a
a-

a
a-

personaa person ." Then she lookslooks-

thoughtful
looks-

thoughtfulthoughtful.. "ButBut" that meansmeans-

you
means-

youyou have to be responsible too . "
Wildwood has great expectaexpecta-expecta-

tions
expecta-

tions
¬-

tions of being different in manymany-

ways
many-

waysways . Students do not live inin-

large
in-

largelarge , impersonal dorms , but inin-

small
in-

smallsmall apartment units under thethe-

supervision
the-

supervisionsupervision ofofcottagecottage parents ,.

Their school experience is in aa-

normal
a-

normalnormal district high school , notnot-

especially
not-

especiallyespecially designed for Natives .

Freedom is part of the totaltotal-

concept
total-

conceptconcept andandwIthdrawnwithdrawn onlyonly-

when
only-

whenwhen abused . Each studentstudent-
gets

student-
getsgets $55$5a$ a week spending alal-alal-

lowance

al-

lowance
¬-

lowance .

"OurOur" biggest plus ," says oneone-

of
one-

ofof the leaders , "isis" the facilityfacilIty-

itself
facility-

itselfitself.. We have our gym , bowlbowl-bowl-

ing

bowl-

ing

¬-

ing alley , library , pool tables ,

television rooms , and moviemovie-

theatre
movie-

theatretheatre (not yet in operation ) .."
In additionadditiQnadditign , kids can and dodo-

take

do-

taketake a bus or taxi into town aa-

few
a-

fewfew milesmtles away . As yet , therethere-

are
there-

areare no student-ownedstudentowned- cars , butbut-

no
but-

nono rules against them either .

Each morning , the studentsstudents-
from

students-
fromfrom Wildwood are bussed toto-

the
to-

thethe Kenai High School whichwhich-

was
which-

waswas less prepared for their arar-arar-

rival
ar-

rival

¬-

rival than the Wildwood staff.

The whole program was prepre-prepre-

dicated
pre-

dicated

¬-

dicateddicatedaroundaround 9th graders . ButBut-

the
But-

thethe students who showed up inin-

the
in-

thethe largest numbers were in the

( ContlnuContlnu-
higher

continued from page 1)11-

)higher
1-

)higher
)

higher grades .

"II" think you could say ,"
said one of the counselors ,

"thatthat" we have not had muchmuch-
prethought

much-
prethoughtpre-thoughtprethought- .." Due to the last-lastlast-

minute
last-

minute
-.

minute , down to the wire naturenature-
of

nature-
ofof the opening at Wildwood ,
recruiters were after "anybodyanybody"anybody-
we

"
we could get to comecome to Wild .,
wood . "

As a result no new teachersteachers-
were

teachers-
werewere added to the staff.. OneOne-

teacher
One-

teacherteacher waswas transferred from thethe-

junior
the-

juniorjunior high . Classes are overover-over-

crowded
over-

crowded
¬-

crowdedcrowdedandand the late-arrivinglatearrivinglate-amvmgamvmglateamvmg-
Native

latearriving-
Native

-

Native students have a limitedlImited-

choice
limited-

choicechoice of subjects availableaV llable .

Many of the vocationalvocational-
courses

vocational-
coursescourses were filled before thethe-

bush
the-

bushbush students registered - autoauto-

shop
auto-

shopshop , woodworking , weldingweldmg ,

typingtypmg , and so on .

When an extra welding classclass-

was
class-

waswas formed andandItit was 1001000h1000h-

Native
%

Native , the non-NativenonNative- studentsstudents-
complamed

students-
complainedcomplainedcomplamed about discriminadiscrimma-discrimmadiscrimina-discrimma-
tlOn

discrimina-
tion

¬-

tiontlOn .

Many of the students at Wild-WildWild-

wood
Wild-

wood
Wild-

wood
-

wood have gone outside theirtheHtheH-

area
their-

areaarea to schools before : Edge-EdgeEdge-

cumbe
Edge-

cumbe
-.

cumbe , Beltz , Anchorage , FairFair-Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks . They are by and large ,

highly adaptable .
For thehe predominantly non-nonnon-

Native
non-

Native
non-

Native
-

Native community of Kenai , thethe-

adjustment
the-

adjustmentadjustment may be a harder oneone-

than
one-

thanthan students face . In what waswas-

formerly
was-

formerlyformerly and is still an oil-oiloil-

producing
oil-

producmg
oil-

producing
-

producingproducmg area , many residents

hail from lower '48 states likelike-

Louisiana
like-

LouisianaLouisiana and Texas , wherewhere-

prejudice
where-

prejudiceprejudice against minorityminority-
groups

minority-
groupsgroups is high .

A welcome task force waswas-
organized

was-
organizedorganized by Rev . Bruce Bartell .

Volunteers runrunI I', a free pick-uppickuppickups-

ervice
pickups-

ervice
-

service for incoming studentsstudents-
'from

students-
'from'fromfrom' the airfield to WildwoodWtldwood .

New students receive a welwel-wel-

come
wel-

come
¬-

come letter , a map of the area ,

a discount certificate fromfrom-

Nortti
from-

NorthernNorthernNorttirnNortti rn Commercial departdepart-depart-
mellt

depart-
ment

¬-

mentmellt store , etc . Whether or notnot-
the

not-
thethe whole community will welwel-wel-

come
wel-

come
¬-

come the sudden influxinOux of 200200-

Native
200-

NativeNative students is the big quesques-quest-

JOn
ques-

tion
¬-

tiontJOn inm Kenai .

Last year there were no moremore-
thall

more-
thanthanthall a handful of local KenaitzeKenaltzeKenaltze-
Indians

Kenaitze-
IndiansIndians and about thirty oror-

forty
or-

fortyforty BoardingBoardmg HomeIlonie students .

The entireen tHe number of KenaitzeKenaltzeKenaltze-
Indians

Kenaitze-
IndiansIndians scattered throughout thethe-

penmsula
the-

peninsulapeninsulapenmsula is around five hundred .

DuringDunng the first frantic weeksweeks-
atat Kenai high school , registraregistra-registra-
tion

registra-
tion

¬-

tion and not integrationmtegrabon hashas-

occupied
has-

occupiedoccupied everyone'severyones' time .

A Kenai teen-agerteenager- was toldtold-

by
told-

byby the counselor that she wouldwould-
try

would-
trytry to see him on Monday , ifIf-

thirty
if-

thirtythirty or more new students diddid-

not
did-

notnot come in .

He replied sarcastically ,

"NotNot" thirty more Eskimos , II-

hope
I-

hopehope .,."
About ten per cent of thethe-

teachers
the-

teachersteachers have taught in1 thethe-

bush
the-

bushbush priorpnor to Kenai.. In oneone-
class

one-
classclass , the instructor jumpedjumpedininmm-

with
in-

withwith both feet and conductedconducted-
anan inter-culturalintercultural-- rap session onon-

equal
on-

equalequal justice under the law .

Kenai teachers admit thatthat-

many
that-

manymany of theirthelf problems havehave-

nothing
.,

nothingnothl g to do with the Wild-WildWild-

wood
Wild-

wood
-.

wood students ., Lack of funds ,

books , and other materials havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen a continualcontmual problem .

A biology class plannedplannedasasas-

a

as-

aa remedialremedialclassclass for non-NativenonNativenonNative-
students

nonNative-
students

-

students havinghavmg difficultiesIflcultiesddIflIfl culties withwith-

science
with-

sciencescience , is now filled with NativeNative-

students
Native-

studentsstudents who need altogetheraltogether-
material

altogether-
materialmaterial . The teacher is worriedwarnedwarned-
that

worried-
thatthat there will be no books oror-

equipment
or-

equipmentequipment for them until ChristChrISt-ChrISt-

mas
Christ-

mas
¬-

mas , unless it is flownOown inm .

Some teachers are excitedexcited-
and

excited-
andandandenthusiasticenthusiastic about the Wild-WildWild-

wood
WIld-

wood
Wild-

wood
-

wood Project.. Others are criticalcrlhcalcrlhcal-
and

critical-

andand cynical ..
One teacher remarked thatthat-

the
that-

thethe whole Wildwood ProjectProject-
"was

Project-
"was"waswas" just a way for the KenaitzeKenJltleKenJltle-
Indians

Kenaitze-
IndiansIndians to make money . "

Just aboutabout everyone from thethe-

city
the-

citycity of Kenai , the Kenai bobo-bobo-

rough
bo-

rough
¬-

rough , the AFN , the BIABlA , jndandJnd-

the
and-

thethe KenaitzeKenaltze have been accusedaccused-

of
accused-

ofofofuSlOgofusingusinguSlOg Native kids to makemaJ.emaJemaJ.e-

money
make-

money

.
money .

It is certainlycertamly well-knownwellknownwellknown-
that

wellknown-
that

-

that the school districtdistnct facedfacedafaced-

huge
faced-

huge
a

huge cutback with the withwith-with-

drawal
with-

drawal
¬-

drawal of Air Force personnel'spersonnelspersonnel's-
children

personnel's-
children

''
children . It wouldwouldseemseem moremore-

accurate
more-

accurateaccurate to say thattha t the KenaiKenaI-

borough
Kenai-

boroughboroughboroughasas wellwellasas the KenaiKenai-

Native
Kenai-

NativeNative Association stands toto-

bellefit
to-

benefitbenefitbellefit from the influxI tlux of federfeder-feder-

al

feder-

al

¬-

al funds that support the newnew-

Wildwood
new-

WildwoodWildwood ..

There is some question whewhe-whe-

ther
whe-

ther
¬-

ther those funds are adequateadequate-
toto fully support the goals ofof-

Wildwood
of-

WildwoodWildwood .
"SometimesSometimes" ," siadslad one of thethe-

executives
the-

executivesexecutives , "II" get the feelingfeelmgfeelmg-

that
feeling-

thatthat the BIABlA deliberately gavegave-
us

gave-
usus less money than we needed .

They'veTheyve' given us halfhalfaa piepic andand-

not
and-

notnot a whole pie . We'reWere' veryvery-

understaffed
very-

understaffedunderstaffed to do the thingsthings-

wewe need to do , right ! "
"IfIf" we had gotten theth , basebase-

July
base-

JulyJuly 1I , we'dwed' have a differentdifferent-
story

different-
storystory . But this thing is goinggoing-

to
going-

toto flyOy if it takes us . . . . well ,

we'rewere' down to a 6 and 'fzfz!'4 dayday-
week

day-
weekweek now . Whatever it takes ,

it'sits' got to work ."
At the endendofof the day at thetoetoe-

Kenai
the-

KenaiKenai HighlIiglligh School , a footballfootball-
pcp

football-
peppeppcp rallyrallywaswas held . ItI twastwasc-
omplete

t waswas-

completecomplete with brass band , short-shortshort-

skirted
short-

skirted
short-

skirted
-

skirted cheerleaderschcerleadels withwithredredred-

pompoms
red-

pompomspom-pomspompoms- , peppcp squad , andandofofof-

course
of-

coursecourse , the football team .
The newly arrived Native

students sat a littleltttle to one sidesllle ,

somewhatsomewhJt quieterqUle ter thanthJn thetJIC restrest-

of
rest-

ofof the studenttudent, body , .indindIIlJandand-

watched
., IIlJ-

watchedwatched the Great AmericanAmerll.1I1Amerll1I1Amerll.1I1-

Dream
American-

Dream
.

Dream MachineMachlllc in actionJcl10naction-
Six

Jcl10n-
SIX

action-
SixSix livelyIIvcly , healthyheJlthyheJlthyibr.lllt,. vfbrani\ibr.llltibr.llltfbrant\% , . ,.

non-NativenonNativenon-NJtlveNJtlve- girlsgirl , spelled'pelledpelled'pelledoutspelledout' out add-

speclJI
a-

specialspecialspeclJI cheer calledcalledlIS-U-SUSU-

CESS
SU-

CESS
-lI--lI- lI-

.ESS
- ( -

C-E-S-SCES(, .E-S-S.ESS.EES-. - - .

Whether or not WildwoodWlldoodWlldoods-
pells

Wildwood-
spells

",
spells out SUCC'LSSSUCCLSS' lortorfor NativeNJtlveNJtlve-

kids
Native-

kidskids remainsremams to be seen .


