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CROSS-CULTURECROSSCULTURE--- ENCOUNTER AT KENAI - Over 150 NativeNative-

students
Native-

studentsstudents from the new Wildwood Project crowd into classroomsclassrooms-
atat the Kenai High School .
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ASRC Severs Ties with AFN--AFNAFN-AFNU-

picksoun

AFNU-

picksoun

AFNU-

picksoun

--
Upicksoun Says Statewide Group No Longer Effective

By MARGIE BALJMANBAUMANBALJMAN-

Courtesy
BAUMAN-

Courtesy
BAUMAN-

Courtesy( Courtesy ofDailyNewsAnchorage Daily
News )

Arctic Slope Regional Corp . ,

citingcltmg the prioritiesprionties of a land-landland-

orientated
land-

orientated
-.

orientatedorIentatednatIvenative people as thethe-

heart
the-

heartheart of the matter , has pulledpulled-
out

pulled-
outout of the Alaska FederationFederatIon-
ofof Natives .,

"ToTo" resign as a member ofof-

the
of-

thethe Alaska Federation of NativesNatIVes-

board
Natives-

boardboardboardofof directorsdtrectors and to withwith-with-

draw
with-

draw
¬-

'draw the membership of thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic Slope Regional Corp . inin-

the
in-

thethe AFNAFNareare matters of serioussenoussenous-
concern

serious-
concernconcern andandrequirerequire judiciousjudicious-
consideration

judicious-
considerationconsideration ," said ASRC pres-prespres-
dent

pres-
dent

pres-
dent

-

dent Joseph Upicksoun in thethe-

letter
the-

letterletter ofofresignationresignation to AFNAFN-

PresIdent
AFN-

PresidentPresident Donald WrightWnght thisthis-

week
this-

weekweek .

"ThisThis" reflection has , as youyou-

no
you-

nono doubt have felt , been oc-ococ-

curing
oc-

curing
oc-

curing
-

curing since the passage of thethe-

Dec
the-

DecDec . 18 , 1971 legislationlegtslation ," hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid .

"ItIt" is agreed that the nativenative-

organizations
native-

organizationsorganizations of Alaska needneed-

some
need-

somesome strong focal point to voicevoice-
their

voice-
theirtheir concern and from whichwhich-
certain

which-
certaincertain coordinated messagesmessages-
may

messages-
maymay be carried that affect ourour-

mutual
our-

mutualmutual interest .
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"HowHow" this organizationorgafilzation'lsorgafilzationls"' is toto-

evolve
to-

evolveevolve in order to gaingam thethe-

rapport
the-

rapportrapport , cooperation and supsup-sup-
port

sup-

port
-¬-

port of the several autonomousautonomous-
groups

autonomous-
groupsgroups within the native comcom-com-

mUfilty
com-

munity
¬-

munitymUfilty is a difficult and delicatedehcate

task of leadership . We vdodo, notnot-

feel
not-

feelfeel that this effort has beenbeen-

successful
been-

successfulsuccessful to date despite diethedIe-

hard
the-

hardhard work inm its attempt ,
"

Upicksoun said .

( Continued on page 6)661)- - -



ASRC Severs AFN Ties . .
(Continued from paqepane 1)111)

The Arctic Slope leader furfur-fur-

ther
fur-

ther
¬-

ther charged that the AFN had ,

"movedmoved" too rapidly and withWith-

assumed
with-

assumedassumed powers into severalseveral-
fields

several-
fieldsfields ofofendeavorendeavor ; thus not aidaid-aidaid-

ing
aid-

ing
¬-

ing but confusingconfusmg the leadershipleadership-
ofof its constituent parts .

"InIn" housing , we have exex-exex-

perienced
ex-

perienced
¬-

perienced consternation and rere-rere-

sultant
re-

sultant
¬-

sultant delay ; in education , ourour-
local

our-
locallocal budgets experienced cutscuts-
because

cuts-
becausebecause of the central effort toto-

establish
to-

establishestablish Wildwood ; inm health ,

we findfinfindourselvesourselves competitorscompetitors-
with

competitors-
withwith , rather than recipients ofof-
aId

of-
aidaid because of our coordinator'scoordinatorscoordinator's-
assertion

coordinator's-
assertion

'

assertion of leadership and propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

¬-

gram controls .

"ConsequentlyConsequently"
, the ASRCASRC-

believes
ASRC-

believesbelieves it is in the best interestmterestmterest-
of

interest-
ofofofItSits own growth and developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

¬-

ment to openlyopenlywithdrawwithdraw itsItS-

support
its-

supportsupport and membership in thethe-
present

the-
presentpresent structure of the AlaskaAlaska-

Federatton
Alaska-

FederationFederationFederatton of Natives with thethe-

hope
the-

hopehope that an arms length apap-apap-

proach
ap-

proach
¬-

proach to a greatly modifiedmodified-
structure

modified-
structurestructure may occur ," Upick-UpickUpick-
soun

Upick-
soun

Upick-
soun

-

soun said .

Responding to the letter ,

Wright said that the AFN movedmoved-

"only
moved-

"only"onlyonly" in a direction in the bestbest-
interests

best-
interestsinterests of the majority . In thethe-
case

the-
casetheyhavecase of the Arctic Slope , they
have been truly discriminateddiscriminated-
against

discriminated-
againstagainst by the state , in notnot-
providing

not-
providingproviding adequate educationaleducational-
facilities

educational-
facilitiesfacilities , even after taking $900900$900-
million

$900-
million

$
million out in bonds bids on thethe-
oiloil011..,

"InIn" housing , it'sits'' true thatthat-

the
that-

thethe AFN was unable to deliverdeliver-

because
deliver-

becausebecause of the extremeex treme cost andand-

limited
and-

limitedlimited ability of ASHA (AlaskaAlaska-

State
Alaska-

StateState Housing Authority ) to rere-rere-

spond
¬.-

spond to the most needy areaarea-

and
area-

andand many of the North SlopeSlope-

residents
Slope-

residentsresidents blameblanle AFN for somesome-some-

thing
some-

thing
¬-

thing we had no control over .,

"RurALRurAL" CAP has not exex-exex-

tended
ex-

tended
¬-

tended its services to the ArcticArctic-

Slope
Arctic-

SlopeSlope . We have encouraged this ,

but gotten little or no response .

"AFNAFN" probably fought hardhard-hard-

er
hard-

er
¬-

er in support of Arctic SlopeSlope-

forming
Slope-

formingforming a borough than anyany-

other
any-

otherother single entity . The recordrecord-
isis clear on that and AFN diddid-

serve
did-

serveserve them well in achievingachieving-

borough
achieving-

boroughboroughboroughstatusstatus , becausebecllUse AFNAFN-

knows
AFN-

knowsknows the state and federalfederal-

government
federal-

governmentgovernment have refused equalequal-

opportunity
equal-

opportunityopportunity and equalequalserviceservicesemcesemce-
to

service-

toto Arctic Slope .

"SoSo" my personal feeling is

that I get along with the memmemomem-memo-
bers

mem-
bers

¬-

bers of the Arctic Slope , thethe-

statement
the-

statementstatement from Joe is accurateaccurate-
and

accurate-
andand true and AFN will continuecontmllecontmlle-
to

continue-
toto fight to bring service toto-

Arctic
to-

ArcticArctic Slope in spite of thethe-

withdrawal
the-

withdrawalwithdrawal ," Wright said . 'TheThe"The"The-

federal
"The-

federal
'"

federal and state representativesrepresentatives-
areare deliberately neglecting cercer-cer-

tain
cer-

tain
¬-

tain regions to cause dissensiondIssension-
and

dissension-
andandandmisunderstandmgandmisunderstandingmisunderstandingmisunderstandmg amongamong-

the
among-

thethe people of Alaska . IIchargechargecharge-

them
charge-

themthem withwIthneglectneglect and wilfulwilful-

intentintent10 ten t to disrupt orderly inteinte-minte-
gration

te-tete-

gration
¬-

gration in the societies ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska ," he said .

The move is not the firstfirst-

pullout
first-

pulloutpulloutSlopefromof the Arctic Slope
from AFN . On Oct.. 20 , 19701970-

Charles
1970-

CharlesCharles Etuk Edwardsen Jr . ,

Executive Director of ArcticArctic-

Slope
rctlcrctlc-

SlopeSlope Native Association , anan-anan-

nounced
an-

nounced
¬-

nounced a decision to withdrawwithdraw-
from

withdraw-
fromfrom AFN .

AlthoughAlthoughaa reconciliationreconclllallonreconclllallon-
came

reconciliation-
camecame later , before the landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims settlement , Edwardsen'sEdwardsensEdwardsen's-
points

Edwardsen's-
points

'

points at that time stillstdl underunder-under-
line

¬.-

line the philosophy of thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople of the Arctic Slope .

He said , in part , "wewe" havehave-

supported
have-

supportedsupported the AFN in its goalgoal-

of
goal-

ofof 40 million acres , $500500$ millionmillIon-

and
million-

andand a two per cent overridingoverridmgoverridmg-
royalty

overriding-
royaltyroyalty .

"HoweverHowever" , we have objectedobjected-
.continually

objected-
.continually.continuallycontinually. to the phihsophyphillsophyphilisophy ofof-

the
of-

thethe AFN which under thethe-

Eskimos
the-

EskimosEskimos of the Arctic SlopeSlope-

have
Slope-

havehave asserted dominiondomimon over thethe-

entire
the-

entireentire 56.556556.5millIon. million acres of thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic Slope sincesmce time imim-imim-

memonaI
im-

memorial
¬-

memorialmemonaI.. Our ancestors havehave-

lived
have-

livedlived and died there for thouthou-thou-

sands
thou-

sands
¬-

sands of years . ItItISis our land ,

and now the white man comescomes-

upon
comes-

uponupon our land to devastate itit-

and

it-

andand to exploit its natural rere-rere-

sources
re-

sources

¬-

sources .

"WhatWhat" are we receiving inin-

return
in-

returnreturn for this treatment ? WeWe-

are

We-

areare beingbemg allowedall owed to participatepaparticipate-
in

It icipa tete-

inin a settlement whose frameframe-frame-

work
frame-

work
¬-

work is not basedbasedonon rights inin-

land
in-

landland , but rather is hinged onon-

social
on-

socialsocial welfare .

"BothBoth" the AFN bill and thethe-

senate
the-

senatesenate passed billbillmakemake populapopula-popula-
tion

popula-
tion

¬-

tion the basis for distributingdistnbutingdistnbuting-
the

distributing-
thethe cash proceeds and fofOifos concancon-con-
firming

¬.-
firming title to land in thethe-

natives
the-

nativesnatives . These billsbtlls simply dodo-

not
do-

notexchangebetweennot provide for a fair exchange
between what is being takentaken-
from

taken-
fromfrom us andandwhatwhat we receive inin-

exchange
in-

exchangeexchange ," he said .


