
Young NativeNative-

Men

Native-

MenMen QuestionQuestion-

Draft
Question-

DraftDraft SystemSystemY-
oungYoung Native men in thethe-

bush
the-

bushbushbushareasareas of Alaska are chalchal-chal-

lengIng
chal-

lenging
¬-

lenging the federal selective syssys-sys-

tem
sys-

tem
¬-

tem andandItsits methods of operaopera-operat-

IOn
opera-

tion
¬-

tion in10 the remote , far-hungfarhungfar.flungfarflungfar-flungflungfar.flung-
commumtles

farflung-
communities

-.

communitiescommumtles throughout thethe-

state
the-

statestate .

Several men ofot draftdr .1ft1ft. age inIn-

the
in-

thethe BethelBethelJrcaBethelareaareaJrca are.IreIre. consideringconsiderlllgconsiderlllg-
tal'dng

considering-
takingtakingtal'dngtaldng' legallegalactionaction which willwill-

focus
will-

focusfocus attention on01[ the unique11l1lque11l1lqu-
eproblem

unique-
problemproblem involvedinvolvedinin10 draftingdrJtt1l1gdrJtt1l1g-

men
drafting-

menmen for the armed forces fromIromIrom-

the
from-

thethe Native people .

Christopher Cooke , attorneyattorney-
for

attorney-
forfor Alaska Legal Services in11111-

1Bethel
in-

BethelBethel , explainedexplamedexplamedsomeexplainedsomesome of thethe-

compleXItIes
the-

complexitiescomplexities inherent1I1herent in the prepre-pre-
sent

pre-
sent

¬-

sent system in111 a recent letterletter-
to

letter-
toto the Tundra Times .

"InIn" Alaska ," said Cooke ,

"draftdraft" boards are located inIn-

four
in-

fourfour places : Nome , Fairbanks ,

Anchorage andJuneauand Juneau . All thethe-

members
the-

membersmembers of the draft boardsboards-
hve

boards-
livelivehve in111 thosehose( places . However ,

the territorytcrnlory covered by thethe-

JUrISdIctIOn

the-

jurisdictionjurisdiction of the draft boardboardI-

Sis the same asJ that of the StateState-
Judicial

State-
judicialjudicial districtsdlstncts .

In other words ,, the NomeNome-

draft
Nome-

draftdraft board has jurisdiction overover-

registrants
over-

registrantsregistrants from places likehke BarBar-Bar-

row
¬.-

row , PointPomt Hope . Lower Yukon ,

and even Nunivak Island . SimiSlmlSimi-Simi-

larly
¬'-

larly , the Fairbanks draft boardboard-

isis the draft board for youngyoung-
people

young-
peoplepeople living in10 Bethel , Galena ,

and Barter Island . For peoplepeople-
living

people-
livingliving in Atka , Unalaska oror-

Dillingham
or-

DillinghamDillmghamDillingham , their draft boardboardISisIS-

in
is-

inin Anchorage .

"OneOne" 'rightright' '' that a selectiveselective-

service
selective-

serviceservice registrant has is the rightrIght-

to
right-

toto appear before his draft boardboard-

to
board-

toto challenge any classificationclasclassification-
or

lficatlOnlficatlOn-

oror explainexpla1l1 mIn person to thethe-

board
the-

boardboard what reasons he has forfor-

wantmg
for-

wantingwantingwantmg , fortor instanceII1stance , a hardshiphardshIp-
deferment

hardship-
defermentdeferment or conscientouscon lCntous obob-obob-

jector
¬.-

jector status . This is calledcalled-

the
called-

thethe rightnght of personal appearanceappearance-
and

appearance-
andand is provided for in10 the draftdraft-

law
draft-

lawlaw .

"ForFor" most bush residents thethe-

nght
the-

rightrightnght of personalpersonalappearanceappearance isI-
Snot

is-

notnot muchmuchofofofaa 'rightright'nghtnght' ' at all .

To actually make personal apap-apap-

pearance
ap-

pearance
¬-

pearance , village residents wouldwould-

have
would-

havehave to travel often hundredshundreds-
ofof miles at the expense ofof-

hundreds
of-

hundredshundreds of dollars to the placeplace-

the
place-

thethe draft board meets .

"OfOf" course , most village rereore-rereo-

sldents
re-

sidents
¬-

sidentssldents don'tdont' have this kindkindofofof-

money
of-

moneymoney to(00( travel or send in10-10in-in1-
0dividual

in-

dividual
¬-

dividual members to the rereore-rere-

ogtstrant's
re-

gistrant's
¬-

gistrant'sgistrantsgtstrant'sgtstrants'' village to see what thethe-

condItions
the-

conditionsconditions really are .

"FromFrom" this fact alone a bushbush-

resident
bush-

residentresident is not able to makemake-

Continued

make-
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l"ued !MM-

Continued

.- .
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as affective a case for hardshiphardship-
deferment

hardship-
defermentdeferment or other defermentdeferment-
asas could someonesomeone11\11\hsmgis, ingmg inm oneone-

of
one-

ofof the major cities . SimilarlySlI1l1larly ,

because all the draft boardboard-

members
board-

membersmembers come fromfront citiescilles , theythey-

mIght
they-

mightmight have limitedhmlted understandundcrstJnd-undcrstJndunderstand-undcrstJnd-
ing

understand-
ing

¬-

ing regardingregard 109 the kindskmds of hardhard-hard-

slup
hard-

ship
¬-

shipslupslupwhclhshipwhcihwhcmwhclhwhcihwhclhvillagewhcihvillagevillage familiesfanlll1es faceface-

when
face-

whenwhen young men arearc called forfor-

military
for-

militarymilitary duty .

"ForFor" instance1I1stJnce they probablyprobJblyprobJbly-
hJve

probably-
havehavehJve less appreciationapprCCIJtlOn of01 thethe-

etfort
the-

efforteffortetfort it takes to haulIlJul woodwoml ,

haul water , pumppumpOiloil , haulhatilhaulIcehatiliceice ,.

fish , hunt , traptrJp , and engage in11111-

1other

in-

otherother activitiesactlvltle whichwhicharcwhicharearearc necesneces-neceneces-

sary

¬-

sary to sustainsu tJI villagevllIJge liteIdelife .

"ThisThis11115"IbisIbis"' " olficeoffice representsreprescnt sese-sese-

veral
e-ee-

vcr

¬-

veralvcr .IIII. young mennien ol01of dratdraftIt ageage-

whowho", ho areMe lacedlacedwithwith the situationSltUJlonSltUJlon-
that

situation-
that

(

that I havehJve outlinedoutlmedoutlmedaboveoutlinedaboveaboveabove-

TheyThey1 hey havehJve requested deterdelerdeferdeler-

ment
defer-

mcntsmentsmcntsment , but they areJre handi-handihandlhandi-

caped
handi-

caped

-'

capedcJped by the great distancedl tJnce behehe-hehe-

iween

¬.-

tweeniween their homeshome, andJrlll the placeplJleplace-

wherewhere", herl ' the draltdrtltdraft, hoardhlJ.trdhlJtrd. meetsmeetmeets-

"We
meets-

"We

,

"WeWe" expectexpel! an,Ill actionoIctlon will.illill. behehe-

hied
he-

tiledtiledhied ververlH1I1veryverysoon>} soon\lH1I1lH1I1\ totn challengelh.lliengelhllienge. ihethethe-

wayway"' .lyly. the dralldrJtldraft boardhOdrdhoardhOdrdIhoardisisI setet upup-

whichwhich", llIdl willwillseek'" III seek,ed . to10 solveolve, thistlmtlm-

pJrtlculJr
this-

particularparticularpJrtlculJr problemprohlcm andJnd to10 rere-rere-

tructure
re-

structure

¬-

structure\tructuretructure\ the drdltdrJItdraft boardsboard, in111 a.II..I-
WJY

a-

waywayWJY thatIhJt will makemAe them moremore-

Jcce

more-

accessibleaccessibleJcce ' lhlc to the people ol01of ruralrural-

AIJ

rural-

AlaskaAlaskaAIJ '" .II. . "


