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alaskan residents are not the
only ones writing US congress-
men in support of the nanativestives in
the land claims issue

the alaska native sisterhood
camp 36 of seattle wash has
also sent letters to washington
directing its remarks to sen
henry MjacksonmjacksoncjacksonMJackson and rep lloyd
meeds both of washington state

jackson is also chairman of
the senate interior committee
which is now considering several
proposals on the land clahclaimsafisifis
issue

the alaska native sisterhood
is an auxiliary of the alaska na-
tive brotherhood an organization

of natives living primarily I1iinn
southeastern alaska

in the letter senttent to jackson
andmeedsand meeds the sisterhood wrote

we wish tocoriveytocoto conveyrivey to you our
desire that the settlement that
the alaska federation of natives
is asaskingkingAsis the closest to a fair
and equitable settlement consid-
ering that by right the native
people own all of alaska

many opponents of the na-
tives position have claimed that
the united states should not
have to pay for alaska twice the
organization said

however the russians never
ccolonized interior alaska but
rather settled only in a few coast-
al regions

thus their holdings were only
a small portion of the total ter-
ritory of alaska and consequent-
ly so was the actual purchase of
the united states the 0organiza-
tion said

and at any rate the state-
ment continued should not a
claim of the people who inhabit
and harvest the land take prece-
dent over the claim some distant
government made


