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degene westscottWistscott right and john warren 1teft of tthee traiihqpcrossing paths singersiinjers
and dancers from fairbanks performed at the grand entryenry

spirit days
three day event
dedicated to
natives indians

by steve pilkington
for the tundra times

alaska natives and american in-
dians gathered june 192119 21 in an-
chorage A laskas largest native
villageV for the third annual spirit
days celebration an event dedicated
to natives

it isis tynetoe for a rededication to the
native community people and
eldersciders anchorage mayor tony
knowles saidd at the celebration s
grand entry

the event drew national attention
as well in a letter to the community
president ronald reagan said im
very pleased to join you in honoring
the generations that have preceded
you I1 urge everyone especially the
citizens of alaska to celebrate the
natives of alaska

patt kay an inupiaq and president
of spirit days feels that the elders
especially recently deceased will
sampson deserve special recognition

it is ourout way as native people in
the community to share she said

various native dance groups also
performed throughout the three day
celebration among them were the
tlingit dancers the greatlandgreetlandGreatland tradit-
ional dancers the northern lights
intertribal powwowpow wow club of an-
chorage and crossing paths an inter-
tribal group from fairbanks

the haida dancers from hydaburgHyda burg
were scheduled to perform but their
van broke down during the trip to
anchorage

continued on page four
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lioleonardnard williams jr of the tlingit and haidapaida dancers ofawchwiwxchesanchorage watches
at the grand entry oflf spirit days a I11987robwaw7 mob stapleton

spirit days
continued from page oione

jim1pepper l a full blooded kaw and
creek indian and nationally recogniz-
ed jazzazzz saxophonist also performed atsplitspirit days he refers to his sax
ophoneaphone as his musical tomahawk
because of a bad case of laryngitis
pepper shared the stage with singer
caren bowers

peppers contributions to contem-
porary music are widely acclaimed
the success of his music lies in its mix
of the traditional and the
contemporary

paul tiulana an elder of the inupiat
tribe also was present at spirit days
tiulana who refers to himself as just
a normal eskimo living in alaska
explained that traditionally the annual
celebration was a way of releasing the
spirit of the animals taken during the
year

spirit days to me isis the native
way of life he said

in addition storytelling and
demonstrations of the native youth
olympic games were part of the
native communitys celebrations
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linda marvin left andaiu1 conconnienie viervierthalerdialerdialir right of the tlmgit71ingit and haida dancers perform while anchorage mayor
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