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e Ceremony marks 10th

{Continued rom Fage Cna)

Just how, had the timing been so
perfect?

““Well,"" said Standard’s Herrera,
a man with a gentle manner and & wry
sense of humor, “‘we spread a little
Purina Caribou Chow around when
we know you're coming.”

The carbou of the North Slope —
those absent from ANWR and those
present st Prudhoe — were, in muny
ways, the real focus of this trip lasi
week.

The ostensible reason for flving up
reparters and dignitaries was for the
major operators of the Prudhoe Bay
oilfield, Arco Alaska and Standard, 1o
celebrate the 10th anniversary of the
pipeline start-up.

Afier 10 safe, successful and very
profitable years of operation, the
Trans-Alnska Pipeline remains as
much o lcchnnlﬂgi:':ul marvel as ever

Those who buill the line, run the
arlfield and profit from its operation
have much o celebrate indeed. As far
us any of us can tell, the 800-mile
pipeline has transported safely more
thun 5 billion barrels ol crude w
Valdez. In the process, o1l companies
huve recovered therr investment amd
profited well,

So has the Ste of Alnska

Oil revenues spawned a building
bowm and an era of post-pipeline con-
struction prosperity. The state was
able o create a savings account that
now holds nearly S8 bilhon. Villages
gol new schools and  washeterias,
winter and sewer systems and Perma-
nent Fund dividends.

In revenues alone, Alaska  has
received m least 320 billion for s
share in the Pridhoe Bay development
s fur.

Mot all of the development has been
gondl for the state, and some nreas
have profited better than others. Ex-
pectutions ontstripped the rive in ol

rices, and they have not fallen near-
¥ us Fast

B the celebration staged by Arco,
Standard and the Alyeska Pipeline Ser-
VILE COMPAny Wils meant, in part, to
show that the development has been,
on balance, good for Alaska.

However, while the pipeline and its
10 happy years provided a visible
focus for the party, the real focus was
bl miles 1o IH: east of Prudhoe Bay
— w ANWR and its migratory popula-
tiom of caribouw in the Porcupine herd.

The U.S. Congress now has before
it three different bills concemning the
future of the Coastal Plain of the
25-year-old wildlife refuge. Ultinuate-
ly, 1t will be the Congress that decides
if il companies can drill for oil in that
wild and mful area, and perhaps
build n pipeline that would carry
ANWR crude to Mile 0 and on o
Valdez,

The oil industry, guite naturally,
winis ANWR opened up. S0 do some
Native corporations, So does the
Reagan Administration, which has
disputed the idea of a ""core calving
area’’ used by Porcupine caribou in
ANWR.

Many rural Alagkans, such as |'iveo
ple from Arctic Village, say develop-
ment in ANWR will seriously damage
the subsistence hunt. Conservation
groups both locally nnd nationally
want Congress to underline its com-
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Arco President Harold Heinze,

~Alveska President George M. Nelson,

center, and Standard President George N. Nelson, speak al the ceremony.

enormous stake in North Slo
deve nt. We hear often about t
State of Alaska getting 80 to 90 per-
cent of its revenue fram Prudhoe, but
few Alaskans know that Standard gets
o similar percentage of its revenue —
company-wide — from one spot: the
North Slope.

While Prudhoe is expected 1o be o
producing field well into the first and
second decades of the 218t century,
companies are looking for some way
10 keep large amounts of o1l flowing
through a pipeline thal toeok three years
and $9 billion o build.

“Alaska's very important 10 us,”
snid Herrera, **You mught say we have
miost of our eggs in this one basket. "

So against this backdrop of high
finunce and high risk, one begins to
sense a2 lamt of high anxiety in the oil
indusiry ‘s push to open ANWR. 1t is
something not ofien seen, certainly not
in & Senate hearing room, indy not
in the press packets explaining the in-
dusiry s position,

Here, at Prudhoe, watching the
pipeline snake across the flat expanse
southwird 1o the mountains, or stan-
ding in the tangled intestines of a fire-
breathing nawral gas compression
plant, one begins to sense the natural
and finuncial scale of this battle over
ANWR, over the caribou,

If you favor development, the size
of the investmaent and the potential for
rmﬂli rise sharply out of the tundr.

f you favor conservation, the wildness

and wideness of npature dwarfs the
works of Man, Mo matter which side
you're on, standing here at Prudhoe,
the issue tnkes on much more impor
lance, and it comes alive in your
imagination.

Which is exuctly why the oil n
dustry 18 putting on the full court press
o open ANWR this summer,

Herrera said as many as 14 groups,
including up 1o 200 government and
business figures, will visit ANWR and
Prudhoe Bay this summer,

It"s hard to tell how far above the
average that is, he said, but it's a Jot
maore than ususl, And the industry s,
of course, eager (o make sure it ex
ends both s arguments and s
hospitality to all, as it did on the medis
rour.

The actual ceremony took place on
June 19, the day before the precise
10-year anniversary of the pipeline
sUrt-up "

It wias a bright and upbeat
ceremony, held under a brilliant blue
sky and in the path of a cool wind,
huimlna;tr:nglh out of the north.
Three flugs — America’s, Alaska’s
and the industry s silver-gray 10th an-
niversary banner — stood oul square
and straight, pointing south with the
wind. The cnisp, miliary marches of
John Phillip Sousza played over the
loud speakers,

The speeches praised the workers
and other peaple who made the pro-

anniversary

In revenues
alone, Alaska has
received at least
$20 billion for its
share in the Prud-
hoe Bay develop-
ment so far.

ject huppen. They pruised the guts and
the "'ean-do”" attitude that conqguered
the obstacles. They noted with
justifiable pride 10 years of safe and
efficient operation of the pipeline.

And every speaker — coincidental-
Iy, facing east — said ANWR ought
o be opened up for exploration.

Judy Brady, the state comumnissioner
of tatural resources, delivered a short,
straightforward and somewhat gnim
talk, saying, *‘We know how 1o ex-
tract the gifts of the Arctic without
spoiling the giver: this great land. "'
She finished with » call 1o get moving
on the project.

The representative from the 1.5
Department of the Interior said the in-
dustry had en its ability 10 operate
safely and m o h:niluil:d irl.I::r.LIw
refuge.
U.5. Sen. Frunk Murkowski of
Alaska said those who favor opening
ANWR — himselfl included — "'make
no wpologics ™ -fof theln deal.

When casting their votes on the
issue, his colleagues in Congress **will
be voting on the energy inlerests and
national security’” of America,
Murkowsk: said, ignorng the fact that
many will be voling on environmen-
tal interests as well,

And Standard chiel Frank Mosier
even said that someday, he hopes peo-
ple will know who are *“the true en-
vironmentalists — ollmen,"" because
they can get the oil out without caus-
ing lasting damage.



